﻿In March 2015, after the signing of a truce between Ukraine and the DPR, he voluntarily resigned as Minister of State Security and returned to Russia.
He honestly and emotionally vividly spoke about the unknown details of the secret war between the intelligence services of the DPR and Ukraine, as well as about the daily work of the Minister of State Security in his book.
 
Preface
– Is this really possible to publish?
- Why not?
 
The Way of Donbass
 
Climbing
- Look, he looks like a decent man, but he’s a terrorist!
A small, lean militiaman of about forty, squinting with a thin-toothed grin, looked at the future First Deputy Prime Minister of the Donetsk People's Republic, Vladimir Antyufeyev1, in the twilight of a summer evening, adjusting a machine gun that had slipped off the shoulder of an impeccable jacket while running from the toilet of a roadside gas station to one of the cars. In ordinary life, Vladimir Yuryevich was proud of the fact that he did not take up arms, vaguely hinting at certain circumstances of the past, but the likelihood of an enemy ambush or direct combat quickly cured posturing. The column was leaving, and it was necessary to hurry.
There were many people meeting us at the border. We were accompanied to Donetsk by Ravil2 with the prosecutors, Zakharchenko3 with the Oplotovites, and Khodakovsky4. There were several smaller commanders. Everyone was waiting for Alexander Borodai5, with whom we arrived. Nobody introduced us. Some Muscovites, and okay.
As a result, there were not enough cars, since the ones we arrived in had to return, and we transferred to local ones. The bustling fighters were shoved into the cabins, four people each, in the back seats, and even in the trunks. Oleg and I, as guests, seated only one person in the rear passenger seats. The militiaman, who understands decent people, straightening his sliding helmet and constantly shifting an old AK-47 from hand to hand, commented on what was happening, sitting next to the phlegmatic elderly driver.
- Why are they messing around there! Send them to dig trenches!
From him we first heard this cheerful phrase, which at that time had a threateningly significant connotation. Dig trenches. It was a universal punishment. Offenders and violators were sent to the front line to dig trenches. This event promised its participants a rich and vibrant, but not always long-lasting life experience.
Regional administration of Donetsk after being captured by the rebels of Donetsk
The first three nights in Donetsk, until we moved to the “Capital Hotel” at the intersection of the central streets of Artem and Bogdan Khmelnitsky, we had to sleep in a large private house, which Sasha Kofman rented from some local businessmen. Before the war, the house was an expensive brothel, so some visitors from the current government of the DPR and the parliament of Novorossiya were familiar with the address. The house was stately and inconvenient for camping.
By the time of our arrival, Oleg Tsarev had also arrived there. Taking into account the fact that Tsarev at that time was listed as the Chairman of the Parliament of Novorossiya, and Kofman was his first deputy, the ranking was determined. This state of affairs will not last long. Their retinue lived with them in the house, so there was not enough space.
Since we had not yet been officially appointed to our positions and were perceived as just another Moscow tourists who had come to watch the struggle for the Russian World, Antyufeev, who had all the outward signs of a big boss, was placed in a higher room. Oleg and I had to sleep in the sauna on an old narrow sofa and a billiard table. The time when sleep, although in a stuffy and uncomfortable sauna located in the basement, was more peaceful than in a large room under the roof, was just coming. There had not yet been constant massive shelling of the city.
On the fourth day of my stay in Donetsk, I went to the temple. The Holy Transfiguration Cathedral, located opposite the Stolichny Hotel, which for a long time became the residence of first Boroday and then Alexander Zakharchenko, was one of the highlights of Donetsk. A beautiful and austere temple, decorated inside with majestic iconostases, was the pride of the city. In the future, I will spend a lot of time walking in the park around it and talking with candidates for service in the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic.
In front of the entrance to the temple there was a traditional notice: “No weapons allowed.” There was information that in one of the settlements abandoned by Strelkov, nationalists shot militiamen praying in the temple, which created nervousness around the rituals.
But the church was nice and calm.
Holy Transfiguration Cathedral of Donetsk, the city after another Ukrainian shelling
Hectic everyday life has begun, when the day goes by the month in terms of brightness, richness and content. The constant bustle on the eleventh floor of the Donetsk Regional State Administration directly corresponded with Borodai’s uneven schedule. You could get to the eleventh either by a common elevator, which went to the tenth, from where you still had to climb the stairs, or by a separate elevator, the magnetic keys to which were held by members of the Council of Ministers and several especially trusted ones. I received my key a week after arriving. It is still kept in memory of these days.
At that time, there were always many activists on duty at the entrance to the building. People showed a determined attitude. Tents were constantly set up, in which registration was carried out for different units of the militia. The tent of the Union of Donbass Veterans "Berkut" (SVD "Berkut"), consisting mainly of pensioners and employees of local internal affairs bodies, stood out noticeably. After a certain time, this structure will be dissolved, since independent police units in war conditions turned out to be ineffective. Every evening there was a religious procession around the Regional State Administration.
Almost all the rooms inside bore traces of assaults, struggles and days of duty of a large number of people. Some floors lived their own lives, separate from others - with their own commanders, assets and interests. The most integral and respectable was the bloc assigned to Oleg Tsarev.
To get into individual corridors and offices, one had to overcome the rubble of rubbish, furniture, hastily welded metal floors and fortifications, and barricades chaotically formed on all floors during the time the building was held by the rebels of Donetsk. The first thing Vladimir Antyufeev did was to appoint a general commandant of the building, appoint a team to dismantle the “Augean stables” and unlock the bomb shelter located in the basement area.
Just a few days later there was a reason to check it out. Bereza and I were in a large meeting room, one of the doors of which led to Boroday’s reception room. It had a large oval table where Cabinet meetings and press conferences were held. While the hall was empty, we used it to talk with people of interest to us. At some point, the door from the reception area suddenly burst open, and Antyufeyev almost ran into the room with a brisk step. He grabbed his jacket, which was hanging on the back of the chair, and jumped out, quickly telling us something on the way out. I didn’t hear the words and asked Oleg what it was. Oleg said that they would be bombing us with Point U now. As it turned out later, information came from the command post in Krasnodon that the state administration building would now be hit by “Point U”6.
In the basement of a bomb shelter, Regional State Administration of Donetsk, June 10, 2014.
When we left the hall, we saw that the entire motley crowd of people on the upper floors was going down the flights of stairs. Vladimir Yuryevich was already somewhere in the distance, busily making his way through the civilians, saying that he needed to see the Prime Minister. It was somehow inconvenient for Oleg and me to follow him, since in case of a blow there were people behind us. Therefore, we closed the column, hastening those lagging behind, and on each floor we jumped into the corridors and several nearby offices, loudly demanding to go down. This whole camp was moving down quite slowly, and it is clear that if “Point U” really arrived, then we had no chance.
Having reached the third floor, we saw that the crowd had stopped. Here it was already possible to make our way forward, to Antyufeyev, where it turned out that the passage, so carefully dismantled at the command of Vladimir Yuryevich, abutted against the massive door of the bomb shelter, locked with a key by the commandant who had left for lunch. We stood for about fifteen minutes while we looked for the commandant, who was having lunch nearby, and entered the shelter. We sat and went our separate ways. We continue to work.
I. Strelkov and M. Reginskaya
Secretary Elena Ivanovna Filippova and her young, smart replacement Tanya regularly cut sandwiches, which made up snacks during meetings and conversations in the break room of the prime minister's office. Sometimes they were helped by the secretary of Boroday’s assistant Sergei Kavtaradze, Miroslava Reginskaya, who would later become the wife of the DPR Defense Minister Igor Strelkov (Girkin)7.
However, we didn’t spend much time with Boroday; Oleg and I separated, began to study the situation and look for suitable people. It was an eternal search, so figuratively described by the Strugatskys in “Burdened with Evil.” Work has begun. For now, under conventional names, we were listed as advisers to the Prime Minister.
 
Step by step
Determining dislocation
The complex of buildings of the Donetsk SBU department, which had previously been one of the main objects of popular indignation and subsequent assaults, turned out to be occupied by Strelkov by the time of our arrival. It was impossible to use it under the Ministry of State Security of the DPR, despite the formal resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers8, for several reasons.
Firstly, the premises were significantly damaged during the revolutionary events of March-April 2014, despite the large-scale renovation that was carried out literally before the events began. Later, the former officer of the logistics service of the SBU, Alexander Podkopaev, who was recruited by me, will bitterly moan about this repair, in which he was directly involved.
Secondly, Strelkov, who moved to the city before our arrival, set up his headquarters there. There was no strength or opportunity to evict him. There was no need. War is more important. In addition to all this, part of the premises was equipped as temporary detention cells, where the military police will be located in the future.
The central entrance to the building of the Donetsk SBU department after its capture by the rebels of Donetsk
Among the buildings there were several buildings that were fairly well protected from air attacks and artillery shelling. Strelkov settled in one of these, which is an old operational special communications building. The premises did not have the polished renovation of the new administration block, but due to their location they were quite safe from shelling. Nearby was the building of the main department “K” of the SBU, specializing in the fight against corruption and organized crime. Pavel Gubarev symbolically settled down there.
The rule of the strong was in effect in the city, and it was only necessary to become strong. Resources had to be accumulated. Therefore, by agreement with Oleg Bereza9, the Ministry of State Security of the DPR was stationed for the first month and a half in the wing of the building of the Department of Internal Affairs of the Donetsk region, which from July 17 became the location of the central apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the DPR. Given the difficult situation, this made it possible to support each other in the event of any aggravation.
I accept the position
On July 17, 2014, after a two-week study of the situation, I was approved as the Minister of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic, having previously worked for some time first as the Prime Minister's security adviser and then as acting minister. This day is the official date of the creation of the DPR MGB10.
By the time the ministry was proclaimed, it represented the number of personnel according to the list - one unit in the person of the Minister of State Security, the material resources of the ministry in the form of a freshly cut seal of the MGB and a decree issued on the creation of the department. I had neither visiting colleagues nor any resources.
Some believed that the MGB existed before me, but this is not so. The fact is that Alexander Khodakovsky, who was previously appointed head of either the Service or the Ministry of State Security of the DPR (the department was called differently in different documents), did not manage to create the MGB for a completely prosaic reason. Large-scale hostilities began, and Khodakovsky’s second incarnation in the form of the battalion commander, and subsequently the Vostok brigade, became dominant. Probably, in those conditions this was true, since without defenders on the front line there could be no talk of any state building. The department was not created not only in fact, but also legally - there were no decisions on the formation of the MGB and its legal status. The only thing that the “Vostok” fighters acquired were printed laminated cards with the inscription “MGB DPR Battalion “Vostok””, which they used for respectability.
Khodakovsky
Alexander Khodakovsky took his dismissal and my appointment painfully. We met with him in the lounge room of the prime minister's office. Not paying attention to our questions and not really understanding who we were, Alexander Sergeevich immediately began to tell his version of what happened on May 26 at the Donetsk airport11. It was obvious that these events were painful for him and seriously affected his worldview.
Alexander Khodakovsky, commander of the Vostok brigade
Antyufeyev began to communicate with him, and demanded that Oleg and I leave. He was confident that he could crush him with the power of his authority. And he miscalculated. Having impressively examined Khodakovsky on his path in life and told how he would now work under his leadership, Vladimir Yuryevich with the air of a winner declared: “Tomorrow I’m going to take command of the Vostok.” Tomorrow will never come.
Subsequently, he will make the same mistake in a conversation with the Gorlovka commander Igor Bezler12. Having called him on the phone about an insignificant matter and not being familiar with him, he was simply sent by Bezler to places known to everyone.
The consequence of Khodakovsky’s resentment, who will then bitterly say: “I brought them from the border myself,” will be his temporary ostentatious opposition to the republic. Being in a state of normal military coordination, fulfilling the tasks that were assigned to him, he will publicly allow himself to make statements about the DPR, which will later cost him dearly.
In August, I had to stay in Russia for some time on work matters. It was then that the conflict between Antyufeev, who was offended by Khodakovsky, and Khodakovsky, who was offended by Antyufeev, took a harsh form.
Using the basis of the MGB that I had just created, Antyufeyev will order my employees to arrest several Vostok fighters who were cutting the capacity of one of the enterprises into scrap metal. The piquancy of the story will be added by the fact that their competitors in this industry were detained. As a result, “Vostok”, on Khodakovsky’s command, will encircle the DPR Ministry of State Security base, where, on the orders of Vladimir Antyufeev, the arrested were kept, will adjust the equipment and fire several shots from Zushka13.
I had to solve these problems after returning to Donetsk. Gradually, relations with Alexander Khodakovsky leveled out and became positive. It turned out to be interesting to communicate with him. Alexander Sergeevich read a lot, absorbing knowledge and meanings like a sponge.
He felt like a kind of monastic knight in the world. This self-identification was influenced by a high degree of spiritual and religious involvement. This character was a bizarre mixture of a special forces soldier and a refined intellectual, and he himself did not focus on the power component. It must be said that it was an interesting mixture, which, however, led to non-linear reactions to problems and to reflection.
In socio-political life, this was multiplied by the traditional specificity of the mentality of Ukrainian politicians, the essence of which is the constant search for alternative centers of power and attempts to “place bets and find entrances.” He still could not understand that in the new system of power, “celestial beings,” in the best traditions of Greek mythology, could have the entire spectrum of passions and have complex relationships with each other, but the rule of sole control over the entrusted area was strictly observed. Since his movements directly contradicted the modern Russian trend of “one plot - one owner,” this is what ultimately led at that moment to first the rejection of Alexander Khodakovsky as a potential leader of the republic, and later to squeezing him out of the state architecture under construction, despite for obvious merits.
For a long time, Khodakovsky could not find himself in the DPR coordinate system. One of the birthmarks of his participation in the processes was the first battle for Donetsk airport.
 
Airport as a symbol of war
The battles for the Donetsk airport were a vivid illustration of the general stupidity of the entire military confrontation. They seemed to concentrate and reflect the changing situation.
They began with the well-known events of May 26, 2014. This day was a turning point for everything that was happening in Ukraine and Donbass. The day before, on May 25, early presidential elections, which were so actively pushed by the Western community, were held, contrary to the Constitution of Ukraine.
The West thus legitimized the illegal Kiev government, which ultimately received carte blanche and a road map. This was the Rubicon, beyond which the main condition for the survival of the new Ukrainian leadership was determined by an extremely aggressive anti-Russian policy. In turn, for the security forces of Ukraine, what happened became the basis to build under the banners of the new government.
Alexander Zakharchenko gives an interview near Donetsk airport before the bodies of Ukrainian paratroopers are handed over to representatives of Ukraine. At this time, massive artillery shelling begins from the Ukrainian side, warned in advance.
Why did the situation at the airport unfold according to a tragic scenario that day?
The fact is that for many participants in the events, the priority and most desirable example was Crimea. One of the most popular banners of that time was “Donbass. Crimea. Russia". And the main feature of the “Crimean Spring” was its bloodlessness. Military units and authorities were taken under control using the peaceful option. And in Donbass they initially tried to follow the same path. It was civilians who stood in front of the military equipment of the Ukrainian Armed Forces14. And this is exactly what the Russian President spoke about in his famous speech15. There was every reason to hope for such a development of events.
Ukrainian captured military personnel carry coffins with the bodies of their comrades, which are handed over to the Ukrainian side. Some of these prisoners on the same day, by the decision of Alexander Zakharchenko, without any conditions, will be transferred to their parents under guarantees that they will no longer fight
If it weren’t for the enemy’s complete frostbite, which was not fully taken into account. It is unacceptable for a normal person to shoot at women and children. It is unacceptable to fire at schools, hospitals, churches and maternity hospitals with artillery and tanks. The soldier understands that he must fight with the enemy army, and not with his own people.
In Ukraine it turned out differently. All borders were quickly passed. The confusion in their heads, general propaganda, Western advisers and the bacchanalia of permissiveness quickly allowed Kyiv to turn the “Overton windows” in the right direction.
Colonel of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, to whom the bodies of Ukrainian paratroopers who died at the airport were handed over
In January 2015, I had to talk with one of the most famous Ukrainian prisoners, the battalion commander of the so-called “Ukrainian cyborgs”16 of the 90th airborne battalion of the 81st airborne brigade of the armed forces of Ukraine Oleg Kuzminykh, who also took part in the battle for the airport on May 26, 2014. This solid Zhytomyr guy demonstrated simply miracles of zombification. Thanks to the constant hammering of Ukrainian state propaganda, he was sincerely convinced that we were shooting at ourselves.
I invited him to describe the self-fire technology, including taking into account the ballistic data of the artillery we used, which in this situation should have been located far away in Ukrainian positions. He did not find anything to answer, only getting confused in the fantastic versions of some special advanced Russian artillery developments.
The day after this conversation with the Kuzmins, it was planned to hand over to the enemy several bodies of Ukrainian paratroopers who died at the Donetsk airport. This decision was made because they fought with dignity and, finding themselves under the threat of capture, blew themselves up with a grenade. Against the backdrop of the general degradation of the Ukrainian army, such a masculine act deserved respect. A colonel of the Ukrainian General Staff who arrived to organize the reception of the bodies categorically refused to take them away if the process was filmed by television cameras, with the words “if so, then do what you want with the bodies.” But in the end they found a compromise.
So here it is. On this day, on the morning of January 22, 2015, the Ukrainian military fired at the Bosse area of Donetsk. They were aiming at the Dongormash plant, on the territory of which the militia’s equipment was being repaired.
In connection with this, the plant was shelled regularly. But due to the poor training of the artillerymen and the wear and tear of the guns used, the shells often flew past, as happened that time.
The site of artillery shelling by Ukrainian troops in the Bosse district of Donetsk
The volley hit a public transport stop near the plant, a trolleybus and a car that drove up to it. About fifteen people were killed, there were many wounded, the blast wave tore off limbs and caused severe concussions. People were going to work, so the transport was crowded. Oleg Bereza and I were at that time in the area of the airport, waiting for the bodies of Ukrainian soldiers to be handed over. One of the victims was Oleg’s subordinate, a young girl whose leg was blown off. We went there together with Zakharchenko. The scene of the tragedy looked terrible. Shards, household items, fragments of human bodies of random passers-by, hanging trolleybus wires, someone's bloody shoe, garbage scattered from overturned trash cans, painted with blood spatters, sobbing relatives, the shock state of the survivors. After looking around and talking with local residents, Zakharchenko ordered Oleg Kuzmins to be brought there as well. Without any special goals. He just wanted him to see with his own eyes what his colleagues were doing.
I realized how much the situation touched Zakharchenko when I later arrived at the base with him. Entering his office without knocking, I saw that he was crying with his head in his hands. These were normal male tears of a man experiencing unbearable human pain and bitterness. He tried to share this feeling with the Kuzmins.
Captured battalion commander of the so-called “Ukrainian cyborgs” of the 90th airborne battalion of the 81st airborne brigade of the armed forces of Ukraine Oleg Kuzminykh at the site of the shelling of the Bosse district of Donetsk by the Ukrainian military, which killed a large number of civilians
But the Ukrainian paratrooper was not convinced by anything; he continued to insist that “we are not free.” He reacted rather indifferently to the deaths of Donetsk residents. When I asked him a question about the criteria of freedom, Kuzminykh stated quite sincerely that in order to be free, you need to be able to watch Ukrainian television. His entire consciousness consisted of primitive Ukrainian ideological cliches. Later, freed from captivity in an exchange, Kuzminykh will declare that we also fired at Bosse ourselves for some propaganda purposes, and somehow orchestrated his meeting with the locals. So the degree of moral degradation of these people, polished by propaganda, was prohibitive.
Therefore, the hope of peacefully taking control of the Donetsk airport did not work. It is the relaxation of the leaders of the operation and, as a consequence, the militia and volunteers who were not sufficiently prepared for the clash, that can partly explain the tragedy.
Quite qualified fighters with combat experience simply did not expect snipers, helicopters and a full-fledged battle, and their approach itself was not worked out. In general, even the “polite people” in Crimea did not expect it to be a full-fledged battle. A situation has arisen that the “GRU” special forces soldiers characterize with the formula “If you are preparing for war, you will always parade. If you’re preparing for a parade, then you’re screwed.” This, first of all, concerned the preparation of the assault. It is symbolic that shortly before the battle at the airport, the militia took part in a parade held in the center of Donetsk.
Of course, this story does not have all the answers (although there are some). Answers to questions about why the assault was ordered so hastily. Why, having actually won, the enemy did not strengthen and did not launch an attack on the city. Why did he begin to resist so unexpectedly and furiously, although he had never fought so desperately anywhere before the assault or for some time after? What were the real tasks of the group sent to attack the airport, who changed the original goal and why. Everything has its time.
From that moment on, Alexander Khodakovsky, as the organizer of the unsuccessful assault, gained a bad reputation due to the seemingly poor planning of the battle at the airport, although the battle was not planned there.
This glory will be enhanced by the unsuccessful assault on the Marinovka border checkpoint on June 5–6. And this despite the fact that in less than a month and a half, Strelkov will launch another unsuccessful attack on Marinovka, which will lead to casualties among the militia, cumulatively exceeding the losses both during the storming of the airport and during the previous attack on Marinovka by Khodakovsky. People in the information space simply won’t pay attention to this. It is the first battle for Donetsk airport that will sound loudest in the media.
Further clashes over the airport were of a ritual nature. In a sluggish mode, fighters from Vostok, the Special Committee, Oplot, Cossacks and other smaller units were shooting there. This was a time when practically nothing was captured by purely military forces and militia tactics were reduced almost exclusively to defensive actions.
After Strelkov arrived in Donetsk, he entrusted custody of the airport to his deputy for intelligence Khmury17 with the words:
– Sergei Nikolaevich owes a debt for not taking the Kramatorsk airport. He will repay this debt.
Gloomy organized the work at the airport according to the method of “with small forces we will destroy the airport, and then, when he relaxes and decides that we are only capable of this, we will powerfully and unexpectedly strike the enemy.”
At the same time, information was regularly voiced, which, as is now clear, was of a mythical nature. About huge underground passages through which enemy tanks drive out, shoot back and leave. About the caches of valuables and archives of Yanukovych and other oligarchs, who are searched for and protected at the airport by mysterious special groups of Western PMCs18, about supplies and ammunition regularly dropped by air, etc. Communications there, of course, were used by the enemy, but not at all like was reported.
Taking into account the fact that Strelkov constantly involved Khmury’s groups in other directions, and there was no military planning as such, it was not possible to strike powerfully, and the airport was not retaken.
The time for a quick capture of the air harbor was lost. Subsequently, the enemy more and more actively began to develop large areas of the airport, step by step building engineering defensive structures in the old and new terminals, equipping fortifications, and the port territory itself, due to constant positional battles, externally turned from DAP (Donetsk airport) into AD (Donetsk airport ) with a more complete content of this sacred word.
In the fall, Bereza and I decided to see with our own eyes what was really happening there. Having dressed and equipped ourselves appropriately, tying white bandages on the “mountas” as a sign of belonging to the militia, we went to the “nine” - a nine-story building at Vzletnaya, 11a, familiar to anyone who had been in that constantly shelled area. The house was located on the outskirts of the entrance to the airport, served as the headquarters for the Givi and Motorola units and was regularly subjected to enemy attacks from all types of available weapons. It looked, like the rest of the subsequent territory, as a visual propaganda for some computer shooter or post-apocalyptic film. Broken windows, rickety staircases, water dripping into them, protruding pieces of walls and ceilings, shell holes and holes in the facade. A corridor divided the building into two halves. In the first, deployed “facing” the enemy, observation points were equipped on the upper floors. In the second, across the corridor, there were several headquarters rooms.
The building in which the headquarters of the Motorola and Givi divisions was located in front of the entrance to the Donetsk airport. Known as "Nine"
By that time, DPR units “Sparta” and “Somalia” controlled the old terminal.
Taking a guide, we went to the airport.
We had to constantly run from building to building, hiding from snipers and shelling.
Deciding to show off and following the advanced Donetsk fashion of that time, I put on my leg the Multicam universal hip holster, which was attached to the waist belt. A very epic cowboy version. While running, the holster hit my leg, interfering with movement, and at one of the stops I simply unfastened it, putting the Stechkin in the unloading area. It has become more convenient. Show-offs have no place in war.
Oleg’s and my groups split up. The mortar attack began. Three mines echoed dully nearby, and we lay down under a tractor in one of the hangars with holes in the sieve. “Wogs” and a sniper were added to the mines. After that, having looked around and made conclusions on the issues that interested me, I called a group of reinforcements from my special forces in an armored vehicle, and I dashed out to the headquarters. I sent the “take-off” group to reinforce Bereza, since there was no point in going from the place where I was at that moment with the “personal forces”19 towards the movement of Oleg’s group along the shelled runway.
– What should we do there?! Our minister left, and let the cops sort it out themselves and get their own out!
The senior officer of my special forces was inspecting the area from the cockpit of his armored car, on the roof of which was mounted an automatic turret with a machine gun.
– Stop talking and complete the task! - I interrupted the talker. The fighter simply didn’t recognize me in the “hill”20. At this time, Motorola21 arrived, outraged that the management entered the airport without him (although my soldiers warned him, as the senior officer at the facility, about the event). The spoken Russian language, in Arsen's creative interpretation, sounded with bizarre foreign notes.
The moment of the battle at Donetsk airport on May 26, 2014.
On the ground under fire with a machine gun is Prime Minister Alexander Borodai. The filming is conducted by his assistant Sergei Kavtaradze.
After some time, Oleg also returned. There were no losses, but there was a fairly clear understanding of what was really happening there. In addition to an objective view of what is happening, we tried to solve the pressing problems of the fighters defending the old terminal. About forty people did not have normal uniforms, food or ammunition. At our request, Alexander Zakharchenko resolved these issues. Unfortunately, the garrison senior with the call sign “Wolf” and several other soldiers will die when shot by an enemy tank at direct fire two weeks later.
In general, the battle for the airport accurately reflected the increased degree of coherence, coordination and training of the militia. And as expected, by the time the militia transformed into a full-fledged army, the airport was taken.
 
From entropy
Collapse of social norms
Emile Durkheim and Robert Merton in Ukraine in 2014 would have found complete confirmation of their theory of social anomie22. The rapid, almost instantaneous by historical standards, decomposition, disintegration and collapse of a certain system of established values of Ukrainian society during the “Maidan period” led to a state where the old norms no longer corresponded to the new proclaimed ideals. This was followed by severe social deviations with an avalanche-like collapse of all the moral pillars of society.
As a result, not only maniacs and patented scoundrels began to torture, kill, insult, rape, and rob. The entire Ukrainian society has accepted a state where the brain puts into the “blind spot” all the ongoing chaos of “its own” and itself finds an excuse for this. Hitler's society in this sense was not an isolated phenomenon.
Professional psychiatrists know this case. If you turn to a patient with a certain diagnosis and say:
- Dear, I want to consult with you. I have a patient with some symptoms. But we cannot finally decide whether this is a borderline condition or already a disease?
After this, begin to describe the symptoms of the very patient with whom you are communicating, without naming names.
In response you will hear:
- Yes, he is a complete psycho! Of course he is sick.
The brain of such patients is not capable of comparative self-identification. The same disease is common to many participants in our process. As one Ukrainian pop group once sang, “the monkey’s brain sees the monkey.”
Arriving in Donetsk at the beginning of July, I was amazed at how quickly the residents of the common country just yesterday, on both sides, moved from street rallies to mutual extermination, both massive and frenzied.
“A plane crashes in the mountains. A rescue expedition is sent. As a result, rescuers come to the mountain with the wreckage of the plane. A fire was lit nearby, and a man was eating a human leg. Near the fire there is a large pile of human bones and remains. Seeing the rescuers, he rushes to them in tears and, choking, falls at their feet shouting:
- Yes, I ate them all! I was forced to! This is a struggle for existence, either me or me! I have children, the world is cruel, and these are the laws of nature! A-ah-ah!!!
“Man, we understand everything... Children, nature, existence... but only two days have passed since the disaster...”
The state of the internal affairs bodies, which can be considered typical for any war and revolution, was very indicative. The military man turned out to be more terrible and powerful than the person with the certificate. The police and other law enforcement officials, who felt like they were masters of the situation, instantly lost the evolutionary competition to the guys with machine guns.
In the Donetsk region alone, the total number of representatives of the internal affairs bodies was more than 16,000 people. And this is without the prosecutor’s office, internal troops, penitentiary system, SBU, border guards, Special Communications, SVRU, etc.
Simple arithmetic. At the beginning of July 2014, “Oplot” consisted of no more than 600–800 people, “Vostok” – about 800–900. Bezler had about 350–400. Small groups of Cossacks, RPA, etc. also did not give large numbers. Law enforcement officers could have suppressed the uprising... but they were afraid.
"Task. Two tribes live on one island. One has a hundred people. And everyone wants to take a stick and go to war against their neighbors. The other has ten thousand. And everyone wants... for their neighbor to take a stick and go to war against the neighboring tribe. Question. Who will win?" By the way, this process is characterized not so much by the balance of forces as by the degree of popular support. Because they were afraid of her. Well, and Russia, of course. Plus post-Maidan organizational disintegration.
When Oleg Bereza and I entered the Donetsk Regional Department of Internal Affairs, we literally had to gather the police officers.
Oleg did a great job restarting the system. The first 500 people who took the oath categorically refused to respond to calls or go on patrol. There were reasons for this. The bullet could have been caught just like that, especially considering the presence of Ukrainian symbols on the uniform. The chevrons were quickly cut off, and a new form was later ordered. Bereza was terribly proud of the first traffic police cars with DPR attributes.
In order to get away from Ukrainian allusions and indicate the vector of harmonization with Russia, Oleg decided to rename the police the police. The patrols were reinforced by militias, and only this stabilized the situation at the first stage.
In this sense, the position of the police is almost always (if, of course, it performs only traditional law enforcement functions) is a barometer of the war and the control of the situation by the authorities or lack thereof. The more rights of identification in society, the less rights of the machine gun, and vice versa.
I remember a funny incident in this regard. In September 2014, during a meeting between the Minister of Internal Affairs of the DPR and his deputies and commanders of departments of his ministry, an assistant entered the office and stated:
- Oleg Vladimirovich! To you, hmm... Dust.
- Who?!
- Dust!
At that moment, a small, no more than 150 centimeters tall, very funny girl entered the office and said:
– I must inspect your building for the presence of servers transmitting information to Ukraine! There is such information...
-Who are you, honey?!
- I am Dust! From Khmury...
General laughter and discussions about dusty Gloomy and gloomy dust.
On the street at that moment everything was not so funny. The special forces group that arrived with the young lady surrounded the police department building and deployed snipers.
(When some time later, already in the Moscow office of the Union of Donbass Volunteers, before presenting the Volunteer badge, I remind this girl of that incident and jokingly say that the badge should be presented by Oleg Vladimirovich Bereza, Ekaterina will blush terribly and begin to confusedly remember why this happened. )
In the end, of course, the conflict was overcome, an apology was made to everyone who needed it, but the fact remained a fact. The habit of resolving issues based on the principle of “who has more weapons” comes easily and goes away very difficult.
In September, I ordered the detention of one of the Oplot commanders with the call sign “Stalker”. There were good reasons for this. Since he was a deputy of the Supreme Council, they detained him near the Regional State Administration building.
By evening, the MGB building was cordoned off by Oplot, and one of the commanders with the call sign “Cadet” suggested that I hand over their comrade under the threat of an assault. I knew how to react in such situations and resolved the conflict issue.
But such cases happened regularly at first. The DPR Ministry of State Security building survived three full-fledged assault attempts, including the last one, which occurred on November 11, 2014, when the attackers seriously injured three bystanders.
Another time, one of the operational units of the MGB initiated the detention of a group of people reasonably suspected of committing a serious crime. For power support and protection of the detectives and the investigator, I ordered the use of the ministry’s special forces.
We went to arrest. After some time, I was informed that one of the special forces soldiers was killed in a shootout, and the rest of the employees were blocked by significantly superior forces of the Vostok and the intelligence department of the DPR Ministry of Defense.
Since by that time I had already established relationships with all the key commanders, the issue was quickly resolved. The Vostokovites were recalled, and Khmury, the commander of the military intelligence department, even offered to shoot his soldiers responsible for the incident. I refused because I demanded strict adherence to the law. Violating yourself, can you ask others?
As a result, it turned out that the tragic story was the result of another lack of coordination and an excessive amount of weapons on hand inside the city.
At the moment when MGB officers blocked the apartment of interest, two Vostok fighters were resting in a nearby one. Deciding that they had encountered an enemy sabotage and reconnaissance group, or, according to another version, that they had come for them, they called for reinforcements, and they themselves took a dominant position and opened fire. The “Vostokists” who arrived to help met with military intelligence soldiers, and they brotherly offered to help in eliminating the Ukrainian saboteurs. Only my intervention allowed us to avoid even more tragic consequences.
A criminal case was opened into the incident, an investigation was launched, and the perpetrators were detained. I came up with an urgent initiative to extremely limit the carrying of weapons in urban environments, introduce leave for soldiers and, if possible, withdraw militia units from areas densely populated by civilians.
The general bacchanalia on both sides of the front coexisted with a completely systemic and cynical approach. The fact is that in special theoretical developments of military affairs there is a set of recommendations that are well known, for example, to military intelligence officers and military special operations units of many countries.
Their essence boils down to the fact that during the war, in the case of solving partisan or other special tasks in the depths of territory surrounded by the enemy for a relatively long period, several fundamental issues need to be systematically worked out. And the first of them is safety. The second is supply.
Security must be ensured by the formation of a background when the prerequisites for resistance at the local level are sharply reduced. When just the name of a combat commander strikes awe in those around you. This requires a series of demonstrative punitive actions. So that they form a stereotype of animal horror to counter such a harsh detachment or commander. But this is necessarily accompanied by the formation of quasi-power institutions. The Bolsheviks implemented the scheme almost perfectly in their “Red Terror”.
The solution of the first task creates the prerequisites for the implementation of the second.
With a sufficient level of control of the situation due to your authority and fear, solving issues of self-sufficiency becomes purely technical.
Here, the military command only regulates issues of legal proceedings, where it acts as the final decision-making authority and appoints civilian or military-civil managers. All. Further, according to the principles of synergetics, the social management system reproduces itself.
The problem with this technique, which, if implemented correctly, becomes very effective, is only one. It is designed to operate against the enemy. And if you do this at home, and not somewhere in New Hampshire or near Wroclaw, then you lose the benefits of a just liberation struggle supported by the population. Unless, of course, you have an effective propaganda apparatus and a powerful transcendental ideology.
This technique was actively practiced by the Ukrainian military, and especially by the so-called “volunteer” nationalist battalions. Thus, in the summer of 2014, the Aidar battalion23 carried out a well-known punitive operation in the village of Novosvetlovka. First, a door-to-door “cleanup” of the village was carried out. A new administration has been appointed from among loyal residents. Indicatively, Soviet monuments were blown up and several people suspected of connections with the militia were executed in front of residents. Despite the absence of any need, under the pretext of registration, the fighters herded all the residents into the church, began to fire at it and tried to set it on fire. Many locals were injured. Subsequently, the “Aidarovites” themselves brought this story to residents of other settlements of the LPR as a threatening and “educational” example. Such cases were common.
But, of course, there were attempts, not so en masse, by some of our commanders. I had to stop this harshly.
Uninvited
Conflicts between various militia units arose regularly in the early stages. The weakening of supervisory and control structures, coupled with constant risk and access to weapons, created a false sense of permissiveness for some, which they constantly had to fight. This could not be allowed to become the big picture. Because of the war, the situation was already in balance.
...At the end of October 2014, one day there was, as we considered, some calm. We decided to take a steam bath with Oleg and the guys from the personal group, which remained one of the few types of rare relaxation.
Melted it. At this time, a shell hit the substation serving our area. The electricity went out. Well, it's not scary. They lit several candles and a large electric lantern.
I was washing in the bathhouse when I heard the first machine gun fire nearby. Throwing on a robe with a Glock in its pocket, he jumped out into the dressing room. I ran upstairs, Oleg was chasing me. The door of my room, where I left my things, was open, and Oleg, pulling his handle, realized that it was locked. Cursing as he walked, he rushed downstairs to get the key. From that time on, he will install a machine gun in this room and will always keep the key with him.
He ran into the room, pulled on his trousers, threw on his robe, grabbed the machine gun, took the safety off and rushed downstairs. “Abram” was already lying opposite the door with a machine gun.
So what's going on?! I called my special forces by phone and instructed a “personal” soldier to conduct reconnaissance, and I positioned myself with a machine gun at the door. Several more shots were heard in the yard. There was information that a Crimean security soldier was wounded.
The special forces arrived and the doors were opened. The attackers escaped, but Crimea received three bullets from them, one in the groin, two in the leg. Today was his birthday, and shortly before the incident he treated everyone to a small sponge cake.
First we went with Crimea to the hospital. Leaving him there, we went to investigate.
We already had a rough idea of where and who to look for. As a result, a typical picture emerged. Soldiers from one of the Oplot units decided to check the house. According to them, neighbors reported some suspicious people. They did it stupidly. We found and detained the culprits, and a criminal case was opened.
Returning to the hospital in Crimea, we learned from the doctor that the leg could be amputated because the condition was critical. Special bone fastening pins could help, but the hospital doesn’t have them. We urgently began a search, found some private medical warehouse, opened it, and brought pins. The operation was completed. In the end, the leg was saved.
Crimea had his own call sign because he came as a volunteer from Crimea. Already in Donetsk, he found a widow with whom he began to live. Initially, he was part of my “personal team”, in which he accompanied me in July 2014, in particular, to the site of the downed Boeing.
 
Approval and Boeing
July 17, 2014 was a hectic day.
At lunchtime, the candidates for the ministers of state security and the Ministry of Internal Affairs were considered by the Supreme Council of the DPR. Formally, by a decision of the Cabinet of Ministers, we were appointed on the 14th, but the procedure for approving members of the government at that time required approval from parliament.
The Council meeting was colorful. Many deputies came directly from the front line. Vending machines on the tables were next to notepads. Almost no questions were asked. From Russia, and okay. That means they remember, that means they haven’t forgotten. So there is hope.
Immediately after the meeting, a message came about the downed Malaysian Boeing. Vladimir Antyufeev, who had previously been confirmed as First Deputy Prime Minister for Law Enforcement Agencies, categorically refused to go to the scene of the incident, saying that “he should not be exposed in this case,” and instructed me to go there. Yes, I would do the same myself. In addition, the prime minister also rushed there, and in the end we were driving to the place where the plane crashed together with Alexander Borodai in his car.
Aerial footage of the Boeing crash site
The vector of the smoking wreckage of the plane, stretching for several kilometers, led to the localization of the fall. By the time of our arrival, the fall area was cordoned off by Oplot forces and militias. At the entrance we crossed paths with several groups of journalists, including foreign ones. Some of them were granted access with us. Arrived.
From that moment on, I know exactly what the road to Hell looks like.
It was getting dark quickly. Car headlights illuminated the crash site. The road looked strange. The dirty brown shade shone mattely under the light. The grass adjacent to it was the same color, and all together formed the feeling of solidified magma. Smell. The smell of burnt human flesh, familiar to firefighters, mixed with burnt grass, summer dust and fumes from the skin of a crashed plane.
– Andrey Yuryevich, be careful! There are scalps...
A photo of a journalist from the Deutsche Zeitung at the site of the Boeing crash, which many Western publications illustrated their reports with. In the photo, Prime Minister Alexander Borodai with security. On the left, in civilian clothes - the author
The “personal” fighter held my shoulder. There really was a human scalp with hair and pieces of a skull on the ground. Borodai walked nearby, cheerfully looking around. Later I realized that the peculiarity of his character is precisely his increased vigor in extreme conditions. Protective reflex.
Pieces of human flesh began to appear. More, less... Boroday and I walked along the hellish road. About a hundred meters from the car stop we saw a pile of human bodies. About thirty. Almost all of them are naked. Among them are children. A specific feature of an airplane explosion is that clothes are often torn off at high speed and under the influence of the blast wave. At the same time, however, the torn off and torn legs and arms were covered in the remains of clothing. It happens, as in this case, that under pressure almost all the blood is squeezed out of the bodies, which, together with the liquids of the plane, soaked the road.
We looked around and assigned the task to the prosecutor's office, the Ministry of Emergency Situations, and the militia to protect the scene of the incident. The next day, the DPR will officially offer Kyiv a truce in the area of the incident for a timely investigation into the incident. Ukraine will respond to this by attempting an offensive and increasing shelling of the crash site.
Borodai gives interviews to journalists. At the end of it, he offers to talk with the DPR Minister of State Security approved today. Several journalists, including foreign ones, come up to me. Cameras cut through the night, which has completely blurred during this time.
They ask me who shot down the plane. I am telling the facts that I know. That all last week, official Ukrainian representatives were hysterical about the information they had that Russian aircraft were planning to bomb them, and for this, supposedly, the militia started a story about their Su-25. That in this regard, Ukraine has pulled all its available air defense systems to the front line. That the chaos in the military formations of Ukraine, in the presence of several parallel control centers - the ATO headquarters, the headquarters of the Armed Forces, the headquarters of volunteer formations - does not allow them to coordinate their activities on the ground, which leads to constant “friendly fire”. In the sky it is even more conflicting. That it was not for nothing that the skies over Donbass were not closed, although there had already been crashes and destruction of aviation. All clear.
One of the crash sites of Boeing fragments and passenger bodies
Collection of bodies of those killed in the Boeing explosion
Over the next few days, bodies are collected from the site. The Ministry of Emergency Situations will do this. Oleg Bereza will instruct Alexey Diky24 to organize a cordon, security and collection of bodies. This work will make the Wild One, who has not slept for several days, resemble a drowsy somnambulist.
The scattering of bodies was large, which led to situations that were curious and tragic. For example, one of the victims fell on a lonely rural house and, breaking through the roof, fell into it, killing a goat. The explosion tore off the passenger's head and, like many others, tore off his clothes. As a result, the unfortunate, lonely old woman sat with the naked, headless corpse of a man for a day, waiting for him to be taken away.
Let's go back. I didn’t make it to the meeting of Strelkov’s military council.
 
Military Councils and Strelkov
Who goes and why doesn’t go to military councils
Strelkov's military council was a meeting of commanders of militia units. Igor Vsevolodovich began to accompany him from the moment he arrived in Donetsk, although he probably did the same in Slavyansk. Traditionally, representatives of Igor Bezler, who at that time were already in conflict with the Minister of Defense of the DPR, and the leaders of Vostok, did not attend it. The commander from Zakharchenko visited irregularly. Zakharchenko himself did not participate in them, forcedly and formally demonstrating neutrality towards Strelkov. He did this at the request of Borodai, who then had great influence on him.
Division of Igor Bezler.
"Demon" in the center, wearing a blue paratroop beret
Sometimes the Cossacks arrived. Strelkov had a separate story with the Cossacks. He openly did not like them, and every evening he emphasized this with all sorts of contemptuous remarks and verbal insults. I tried to be there every day with rare exceptions throughout July.
The position of Khodakovsky, Bezler, Zakharchenko and a number of other commanders who did not want to be subordinate to Strelkov was simple and understandable. It was voiced openly. The bottom line was that the DPR at that moment was still in that state-building state when the position of minister did not imply automatic administrative subordination. We just walked towards this step by step. The issues were decided not by formal job titles, but by real authority and military potential.
A unified ideology of resistance had not yet been fully formed in people’s heads, in contrast to a clear understanding of the personal basic task of protecting their land from the enemy and defending civilians.
Some dreamed of the annexation of all of Ukraine to Russia, others only of the pro-Russian “Novorossiysk” part of the eight Ukrainian regions. Others dreamed of “Novorossiya” as an independent state in the form of “Russia version 2.0” with corrected socio-social distortions, and some right-wing nationalists called “Novorossiya” a “Russian national state.” Some hoped only for the annexation of Donbass. Many people expected the federalization of Ukraine, a change in the Kyiv leadership and the creation of a single Eurasian space. Many Cossacks hoped for an independent Don Army Region on the territory of Donbass.
In general, there was no monotony, although, of course, the desire for unity with Russia in any form was dominant. With such a political worldview, the perception of the role of the DPR and the attitude towards the republic at that time, naturally, was very different and was ambiguous for many.
Strelkov himself also did not try to be a full-fledged minister of the DPR. There was no ministry apparatus, he did not try to organize such work, believing, like many, that the DPR would end in a day or two, turning into something else. In this situation, he limited himself only to the position of militia commander, which he then liked more.
Thus, he gave Khodakovsky, Zakharchenko and some other commanders even more reasons to abstract themselves from themselves, since during the initial formation of the military structures of the DPR, the Vostok battalion was designated as state security, and Oplot as a law enforcement structure. Naturally, this separated the units from the militia system.
The logical positional move to Donetsk initially did not attract Strelkov either. While awaiting the entry of Russian troops, he tried to bestow upon himself the glory of a leading commander. When it finally became clear that there would be no troops and instead of a shiny striped uniform, shining awards and parquet offices, there would be hard military everyday life, he finally moved to the capital at the location of the Cabinet of Ministers, taking with him the entire garrison for reliability and confidence.
Accordingly, the whole of not even the DPR, but the Donetsk region, before the abandonment of Slavyansk and other cities, turned out to be divided into zones of responsibility, effectively turning into appanage principalities. Such a system allowed us to react more flexibly to situations at that moment, although later we will work on strict centralization. But that will come later.
At the same time, areas of responsibility were built empirically. Igor Bezler controlled Gorlovka, Yenakievo, the near part of Makeevka and the surrounding area. Strelkov - Slavyansk and the entire Slavic-Kramatorsk agglomeration. And if Gorlovka and Slavyansk were quickly taken under control by the militia, then with Donetsk, in which Boroday was the main one, everything was much more complicated. Together with Makeyevka, the city had more than one and a half million people; its size, significance and infrastructure were fundamentally different. Borodai's direct control as prime minister included all settlements beyond Donetsk up to the border (Torez, Zugres, Shakhtersk, Khartsyzsk, etc.).
In the future, Alexander Khodakovsky will also have his own estate. By August 18–20, 2014, Ukrainian troops entered Yasinovataya25 and even hung a Ukrainian flag in the center. Through stubborn, fierce battles, our units, which were based on Vostok, drove the 95th Brigade of the Ukrainian Armed Forces out of the city. Since then, Khodakovsky also received his principality.
Current situation
A number of different Ukrainian military units and security forces were stationed in Donetsk. Even in Crimea, with strong military support, it took more than three weeks to bring such units under control. There were no Crimean opportunities here. The last assaults by military units took place in Donetsk only towards the end of June 2014.
Alexander Khodakovsky will try to attack the base of military unit 3037 of the Ukrainian National Guard for the last time on June 29, 2014, which will lead to the detonation of its entire arsenal. The day before, part A1402 was taken.
The most successful in those days in Donetsk was the storming of the National Guard base 3004 on Shchorsa Street (convoy battalion), which Alexander Borodai’s detachment together with the Kalmius unit under the leadership of Valentin Ivanovich Motuzenko (“Ataman Ivanovich”) stormed on June 26, 2014. It was this operation, during which five militiamen were wounded, that made it possible to obtain minimally sufficient small arms for the defense of the city, although, of course, there were not enough weapons. Borodai later told me that in those days he kept several grenade launchers for machine guns in his rest room and gave them out to the most distinguished as a special reward. In the future, they will be replaced in the award hierarchy by “Stechkins”26.
Igor Nikolaevich Bezler will make an attempt to storm the city police department on his own literally before our arrival, only having significantly increased his strength. Before this, all DPR structures had very few resources.
That is, it was possible to talk about relatively complete control over Donetsk only from July 2, 2014, when the assault on all military units and the building of the regional police department was completed. Prior to this, militia groups and the proclaimed people's power in the city existed in fact surrounded by pro-Kiev armed structures, which did not show sufficient activity only due to the temporary indecision of individual commanders, massive popular support for the militias and the violation of the system of centralized Ukrainian government.
The DPR did not have the opportunity to immediately form its own administrative bodies. Independent resources too. Attempts to appoint “people's managers” failed miserably and led to complete paralysis in important areas of public life.
The city continued to be governed by the formally pro-Ukrainian mayor Lukyanchenko, who enjoyed the support and respect of local residents. The authorities in Kyiv did not particularly interest him; he was the absolute master of his territory, but did not offer any resistance to the leadership of the DPR, constantly making the necessary concessions. Lukyanchenko’s presence was necessary, because until Strelkov forced him to leave, he managed to receive several million dollars from the Ukrainian budget every month, which went towards pensions, other social services and the needs of the city.
There were no alternative channels for receiving this money. Arriving in Donetsk, Strelkov will expel Lukyanchenko from the city, naturally, having lost the opportunity to resolve the issues of the population, and in his place he will propose his friend Pavel Gubarev, a zealous militiaman with the very characteristic call sign “Pasha Besheny”. This will lead to a temporary disruption of the city’s life support management process and, as a consequence, to disruptions in a number of vital issues. Thus, in early August there was a serious threat that the city would be left without water. This problem was solved with great difficulty by Boroday’s adviser Leonid Simunin.
Strelkov, having left the Slavic agglomeration, will initially try to stop with Igor Bezler in Gorlovka and Yenakievo, but will receive a harsh rebuff. In fact, one of the appanage princes, having left and lost his kingdom, went to others. This did not cause much delight, nor did it increase the authority of other commanders.
The logic was ironclad: if I couldn’t keep what was mine, why should I give you mine?! Only the authority of Alexander Borodai, whom the locals perceived as an arbiter in their mutual squabbles, as well as the Russian image allowed Strelkov, after an unsuccessful approach to the “Demon,” to settle in Donetsk relatively painlessly and take command.
The fall of Mariupol27 in May 2014 also contributed to a serious collapse of Strelkov’s authority. By the time “Azov”28 captured the city on May 9–13 and had tragic consequences with executions of militias, civilians and policemen, Strelkov had already been held by Slavyansk for a month. At that time, he had already called himself commander of the militia. Mariupol was controlled by a small garrison of militias of about thirty to forty people under the leadership of Andrei “Chechen” Borisenko. Having not felt support from the main and most organized center of resistance, which at that time was Slavyansk, the city was abandoned after the assault by the Ukrainian “Azov”. At the same time, there were serious signs of internal betrayal among the leadership of the militias stationed in the city.
Strelkov demonstrated absolute indifference to the defense of this most important port hub, despite the fact that large-scale shelling of Slavyansk began after the fall of Mariupol. As one of the local field commanders told me bitterly, he brought 50 militiamen to Strelkov and was ready to mobilize up to 500 more with a proposal to send them to Mariupol, since a significant part of them were from there and wanted to defend their city. Strelkov refused them weapons and support, saying that the defense of Slavyansk and Kramatorsk was more important, and ordered the arrivals to stay with him. An additional nuance here was that it was in the battle with “Azov” near Mariupol that Strelkov’s predecessor in an official position, the first Minister of Defense of the DPR Igor Khakimzyanov29, was taken prisoner, and Strelkov avoided in every possible way from participating in the liberation of which, including through an exchange. He will be returned to the republic a short time after Strelkov leaves the DPR.
Thus, Strelkov himself destroyed the perception of himself as a single commander with the unconditional right of overall leadership, especially leaving Slavyansk, Kramatorsk, Konstantinovka, Druzhkovka, without defending Mariupol. For the locals, this will mean that he will do the same with the territories they control. As one of the deputies of the Supreme Council of the DPR said from the podium at one of the sessions in July 2014: “He did not justify our trust.”
Igor Nikolaevich Bezler stood out with a particularly negative position towards Strelkov. The fact is that Gorlovka, being much larger and more difficult to defend than Slavyansk, will take the place of the latter due to the retreat of the Slavic garrison. For many months to come, the city would be under a bloody siege, from which Strelkov fled from Slavyansk. However, “Bes” will be able to save his city and will not retreat, having done what the Slavic fugitive could not. It is “Demon” Strelkov who will be accused at closed meetings of senior commanders of the fact that he, having left Slavyansk, did not strengthen himself in Konstantinovka and Druzhkovka. According to him, he was sure “that the Demon would stab him in the back.” Naturally, everyone understood the absurdity of such arguments.
After Alexander Borodai forced Strelkov to take off his mask and appear on television for the first time, it was decided to make him the “face of the militia.” In essence, he was a promotional version of Eduard Basurin30, that is, a “talking head”. The idea was to create a flag that would be promoted through the capabilities of Borodai and central television channels, it would be admired by exalted young ladies, ordinary patriots, and under this flag other people would modestly and effectively do their work. But they did not take into account personal pathologies. As a result, the flag fluttered, he decided that he was his own director, and went to great lengths, failing his main task. With Basurin, they took into account the mistake made with Strelkov, separating the media part from the functionality of the real leadership.
But let's return to the military council.
The meetings began mainly with the distribution of weapons. Sometimes that was the end. Then Strelkov outlined his vision of the situation on the map, set tasks, and listened to the commanders. Along the way, he made phlegmatic remarks about the inevitability of our defeat if Russia did not intervene. But, in his opinion, this did not prevent further defense. In general, the meetings were extremely pessimistic in nature with a severe depressive background.
The Tsar, who changed his call sign from Konya31 (which was derived from his surname), reported more often than others. He was one of the most combat-ready leaders of the rifle brigade. The impression I made was absolutely positive. A small, modest man stubbornly defended the interests of his battalion and resignedly accepted orders to participate in the most hopeless tasks. When on July 30 I had to go to Russia on business, it was the Tsar and Zakharchenko that I met in Shakhtersk. Right in front of us, the enemy was completing the encirclement, and we had to fight our way out.
After shaking hands with him and Zakharchenko, I couldn’t find anything else to do but say: “Hold on! I'll see you in a week." To which the Tsar responded with doomed fatalism: “Wow! A week... We measure life here in minutes..."
Overcome the destructive
Towards the second half of July, disappointed by the abandonment of Slavyansk and a number of settlements of the DPR, individual units of the rifle brigade wandered between various formations. Some went to Khodakovsky’s “Vostok”, others went to Bezler in Gorlovka, Yenakievo or Makeevka. From there, in turn, groups also moved. Even the DPR Ministry of State Security recruited a significant number of people from Slavyansk into service. Initially, they had nowhere to stay, and I allowed them to sleep in the temporarily empty premises of the Internal Affairs Directorate, which affected the order of official activities, but in those extreme conditions people simply needed to survive.
And in general, the number of refugees, especially after leaving the Slavic-Kramatorsk agglomeration, increased sharply. Added to these were those who fled from the pro-Russian regions of Ukraine, who left their homes after clashes with the new Kyiv government and its extremist supporters. It was very difficult for them.
The degree of chaos in the militia increased. The number of militias who wanted to fight at the front began to fall, preferring to be in the rear. Volunteers arriving from Russia often rushed off the road into battle, without clear combat coordination. Due to the lack of a full-fledged headquarters, the controllability of the units was reduced to handwritten notes written by Strelkov and the already mentioned Councils of Commanders. What was happening developed against the backdrop of a gradual increase in the combat readiness of the Ukrainian troops. If initially the Armed Forces of Ukraine, that is, the Ukrainian army, with some exceptions, often avoided direct battles, observing the cannibalistic activity of private armies formed by oligarchs - “volunteer” nationalist battalions, then after leaving Slavyansk the situation began to change. The enemy believed that he could win, became convinced that the Russian army was not interfering in what was happening, which sharply increased his activity, relative coherence, aggressiveness and readiness for confrontation.
Borodai and Antyufeev, not being able to cope with Strelkov’s bouts of despair and melancholy, began to form a parallel command and control headquarters. More and more units, even receiving direct commands from Strelkov, turned there for confirmation and more precise commands.
In order to somehow distract his friend, Borodai even arranged a meeting for him with his subordinate Miroslava Reginskaya, who is part of the prime minister’s office and, as a secretary, assigned to assistant for information work Sergei Kavtaradze. But the dates will not initially go well and will be accompanied by personal misunderstandings. As a result, Reginskaya will leave Donetsk, which will further increase Strelkov’s depression. Their relationship will resume only after his departure from the DPR.
With Strelkov’s arrival in Donetsk, the life of the city changed dramatically. The war came close to him. From the point of view of law and order, the situation has also become more complicated. More than 4 thousand people whom Strelkov brought with him were accommodated within the city, in university dormitories and hotels. People moved around the streets with weapons. Conflicts and shootings arose. The commanders of the rifle units began to seize offices as their headquarters. Khmury was located luxuriously - his new headquarters was in the office of the Donetsk governor from Ukraine, the oligarch Taruta, the apartments were in the complex of buildings of another local oligarch. Others didn't lag behind either.
The newly created MGB and MVD were bombarded with statements and reports about seized vehicles and crimes against the population. The word “spin” has become firmly established in everyday use.
The Minister of Internal Affairs Oleg Bereza and I regularly addressed Strelkov on such issues. He led the largest formation, being considered equal to us in position as Minister of Defense. Therefore, for internal stability, he had to assist in maintaining order. Strelkov’s position surprised me.
...Bereza and I walk through a barrier of sandbags into the narrow corridor of the technical building of the SBU. A large office with switchboard cabinets, in which Strelkov holds a council of commanders, is located on the right along the corridor. Two rooms closer to the exit, on the left along the corridor, is his personal office. An orderly at a table placed in the middle of the corridor, adjoined by a pile of “zinc” boxes, offers to hand over the weapons. I answer that there are no weapons. The pistol is in my briefcase, but I don’t see any point in leaving it.
We go into the office on the left. Strelkov at the map. The body is tense, there is a distant glassy despair in the eyes. He has been under stress for a long time. This evokes pity and sympathy. Discussing the situation at our leisure, Oleg and I tell each other that we would not want to be in his place and are not ready to condemn leaving Slavyansk. Because the tension experienced by this person is enormous. Situations in which a career military man feels confident, as an essentially semi-civilian enthusiast, frighten and exhaust him.
Strelkov, on his own initiative, tells how he sees the situation at the front. The situation, it must be said, looks very gloomy. He again says that without the deployment of troops the situation will last no more than a week or two. Discusses the advisability of moving control bodies to Snezhnoye32.
Defense Minister Igor Strelkov in one of his fits of despair
(Later, in one of his first post-Donbass interviews, Strelkov himself will talk about his attempt to leave Donetsk:
Alexander PROKHANOV. In this critical situation, were there any intentions to leave Donetsk, were the forces unequal again?
Igor STRELKOV. They accuse me of wanting to leave Donetsk. I’ll tell you honestly: at some point I stopped believing that help from Russia would come at all. I just stopped believing! And no one could guarantee this to me...
...At the moment when the enemy cut the road between Shakhtersk and Torez, I had a psychological crisis, I began to think about what to do, I was thinking about moving the headquarters to Shakhtersk or Snezhnoye and preparing the evacuation of Donetsk. Because I understood: if there is no help, then we must at least save people...
...Why do I say that there was a turning point? Because at that moment I ordered the headquarters to be prepared for winding down and all staff officers to load up. People didn't discuss my orders because they believed me. And I myself went ahead to Shakhtersk...
...I answered the question whether there was a plan to surrender Donetsk. There was a plan not to surrender Donetsk, but an intention, as an option, to abandon Donetsk for the purpose of withdrawing and saving people, forces and means33.)
In response, we propose to discuss internal problems. Oleg reads out information about a number of facts of “squeezing” and other crimes. Strelkov’s various commanders and himself are constantly issuing “instructions” for so-called “temporary withdrawals in the interests of the front.”
- Igor Ivanovich! Our struggle is based on people, we must not turn into marauders towards those who support us. It is urgent to form interdepartmental patrols and create a joint headquarters for immediate response to crimes. It is necessary to restore order in the places where the militias live and to streamline their movement around the city with weapons.
– Yes, I agree that this is necessary. But not now. The situation is based on snot! If people take something, they have the right to it. Because the previous owners betrayed their home by running away, and the fighters are risking their lives. Today they took them, tomorrow they will kill them! And in general, if I start a showdown, they won’t listen to my orders. And it is impossible to do without requisitions, there is not enough transport, and people need somewhere to live.
In fact, the rear and supply units, of which there were too many in Strelkov’s army, were most often involved in the crimes. Igor Vsevolodovich liked his retinue. Some of his staff minions began to hunt journalists, representatives of foreign missions and “other spies,” which is why I regularly had to resolve problems that arose. They did it clumsily, unprofessionally and senselessly. At the same time, looters organized demonstrative searches for looters. The situation often went beyond logic and common sense.
At first I could not understand why a number of semi-bandit groups and commanders who did not want to fight were demonstrating loyalty to Strelkov. Then I figured it out. He didn't demand much from them. Ostentatious, deliberate devotion in words, and nothing more. For this he gave them a kind of “roof”. This picture was observed against the backdrop of the selfless and sacrificial struggle of the bulk of ordinary militias, performing their absolutely selfless feat on the front line. And it’s probably good that at that time the soldiers and their commanders on the front line did not know how strange their commander and his close circle were.
Meeting of the DPR military headquarters. Conducted by Prime Minister Alexander Borodai. Nearby are Minister of Defense Igor Girkin and Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, head of the movement “Oplot of Donbass” Alexander Zakharchenko
Strelkov was extremely suggestible to his surroundings. In the twentieth of July, he cheerfully reported at a meeting that on the eve of the enemy cutting the road to Russia, 147 wounded were evacuated in 145 vehicles. When I asked where these cars came from and whether the ratio of the numbers confuses him, I heard nothing in response.
Strelkov was less and less interested in the war. In my presence, he reproached Borodai several times for the fact that Alexander Yuryevich had once promised him a “military dictatorship.” To reasonable answers that now the situation has changed and in order to become a “military dictator”, it is necessary to ensure at least some kind of stability and at least the return of abandoned territories, the “military dictator” reacted very painfully.
In this sense, one of the telephone conversations between Andrei Purgin and Denis Pushilin, intercepted and published by the SBU in those days, is indicative, in which the then first deputy prime minister quite succinctly characterized the situation:
“Pushilin: Have you talked to Strelok yet?
Purgin: Yes, just a little bit... Well, yes, a little bit every day...
Pushilin: You find understanding, no?
Purgin: No, to be honest... Yes, he’s a little bit like... (obscene) colonel. Let's be honest. The people who came with him are of low quality. His ideas about the war in the city, in a conglomeration of one and a half million people... When he calls the mayor of the city to a showdown and says: “Let's stop public transport and blow up nine-story buildings on the outskirts of the city”... He completely destabilized and disrupted the work of all retail chains! That's it, we're going into famine because we couldn't convince Strelkov to let anything through... He doesn't let through coal... our mines are stopping! He is fighting... (obscene - good), but, you know, far fewer enemies will die than the civilian population he liberates!
Alexander Borodai dictates the text of an official document to Igor Strelkov
Pushilin: I understand...
Purgin: He minds his own business absolutely. He sits there for ten hours, seeing some idiots in the waiting room. I really don’t understand why. He’s asking me about some banks... I ask him: “Listen, maybe you’ll start a war?.. Why do you need to be involved with banks? Why do you need to sort out some corporate conflicts?“
Pushilin: Well, yes.
Purgin: You call your lads to order so that they don’t suffer from bullshit! The whole city is doing push-ups, you know?! In batches, in bulk! They come, they don’t need any papers, they are from Slavyansk! They're just robbing the city! I’m trying to tell him: “Let’s do this!” Why do you need these investors?! Two hundred people a day you listen to! Why You Need It?!". The fact that he is a “talented commander”, hmm... He will ruin a city of a million people in order to kill ten thousand Ukrainians..."34
A close circle formed around Strelkov, on which he was very dependent. He even tried to get rid of some of them, but, being extremely susceptible to flattery, he found himself in the trap of praise. His deputy for logistics, Victoria Krivonosova, behaved especially brightly in this sense.
Because of her, Strelkov’s relationship with another deputy, Sergei “Khmury,” even worsened somewhat, who, based on compromising materials, documents on which, in his words, he reported to Strelkov, insisted on arrest on charges of financial and material dishonesty. Strelkov tried to do this, but “Vika-Vika” from the threshold began to swear personal devotion and admiration for the greatness of the Minister of Defense, which completely covered up all claims against herself.
- Call Vika-Vika to me.
- Yes, Igor Ivanovich!
Vika-Vika rolls into the office.
- Igor Ivanovich! I'm so tired of them! They're all just morons! Why isn’t there at least someone else at least a little like you! Or they're cowards, or they're chatting, or they're stealing and squeezing out! If it weren’t for you, I wouldn’t even believe that there were honorable officers left! Why don't they look up to you?! I am so grateful to fate for meeting you! Now I know what I am ready to give my life for! Believe me, you don’t have a more loyal person!
- Well, okay... Put your place in order... go...
The story with Vika-Vika will continue. When in August the decision finally matures that Strelkov is no longer capable of leading the troops, and he will be sent to Russia, it is the detention of Wiki-Viki that will become the catalyst that will severely aggravate his relations with the entire leadership of the DPR and Alexander Borodai. Having lost his main flatterer, Strelkov will fly into a frenzy and begin to demand her release, threatening that he will not leave the republic otherwise. Of course, he won’t be able to achieve his goal, but it will fill the cup of his grievances against the world.
In the meantime, we had to establish contacts with mid-level commanders and, together with them, gradually begin to restore order.
Strelkov's review
We all look at Napoleons;
There are millions of two-legged creatures
For us there is only one weapon
We feel wild and funny... 35
Observing Strelkov, I tried to determine for myself the essence of his inner world, which so influences his actions. This understanding was important for the practical analysis of potential and forecasting further actions, on which much depended at that moment.
Personally, in similar circumstances, I have long tried to classify people according to the Russian practicing psychologist Viktor Ponomarenko’s “Seven Radicals”36 method, which is convenient and practical for a non-specialist (the so-called “Method of visual character recognition and behavior management”). Its essence comes down to the derivation, based on the analysis of the main qualities and traits (radicals) of character, which in their interaction form an individual profile.
Ponomarenko identified these qualities by analogy with the terminology of psychiatric diseases, which characterize traits before pathological exacerbations, since mental illness does not create some new one, but only modifies the previous character inherent in a person when he was still healthy. The seven main radicals are hysterical, epileptoid, paranoid, emotive, schizoid, hyperthymic and anxious. The suffix “-id-” in these cases translated from Greek means “similarity”. Further conclusions were drawn based on the work of this specialist.
And these conclusions regarding Strelkov were pessimistic.
Strelkov’s personal basic radical clearly stood out as a mixture of paranoid and schizoid types as the main ones, plus the hysterical as an additional one.
As you know, paranoids are characterized in a strictly defined way. Based on the general characteristics of such a radical, its bearer often has strong leadership qualities. He prefers classic styles to all styles. The main reason is that the classical style reflects the unconditional priority of public goals and values over individual ones. It symbolizes the confident, consolidated strength of society and, accordingly, the willingness to serve its interests. But only in the understanding of what is being studied. He is a hard worker who is in love with his work. Therefore, everything that surrounds him bears the imprint of his main activity and his chosen goal. The paranoid works wherever he is.
I.Strelkov
The paranoid tendency in character is purposefulness, perseverance, self-confidence, high performance, perseverance in overcoming obstacles, leadership, that is, an objective need for assistants, due to the scale of plans.
However, the famous paranoid persistence, confidence in one’s own – and only one’s own! – being right turns into stubbornness, reluctance and inability to hear your opponent, to perceive a different, often more rational point of view. At the center of worldview and goal setting lies the careful nurturing of one’s egocentrism. There is an exciting ego and an insignificant, imperfect, vicious world that requires urgent changes according to its rules. Without valuing other people's ideas at all, paranoiacs attach paranoid importance to their own, albeit stolen from others. One-sided perception of the world is the flip side of this quality. One-sidedness and simplicity. Because it is impossible to capture the consciousness of the masses with an idea without simplifying it into a slogan understandable to everyone. And simplifying ideas distorts their true, original meaning. Paranoid is actually quite primitive.
Paranoid devotion to an idea is a consequence of anxiety, which is present in the nervous system and is the product of organic changes that weaken it. An ordinary paranoid person is afraid to deviate from the chosen path and clings to the idea as if it were a handrail.
At the same time, people, despite any rhetoric used, treat others solely as fuel to satisfy their ambitions.
Here it was important for me to take into account the peculiarities of communication with this category. In general, a gross communication mistake in relation to a paranoid person is an attempt to convince him with your arguments. Any arguments and beliefs have no weight for a paranoid person.
However, a number of additional signs still distinguished Strelkov from the classic, “pure” paranoid. Other pathologies were added to his original pathology. And then the next, also very important, radical Strelkov appeared, who together shaped his individuality.
This is schizoid. Taking into account the fact that there are factual and biographical reasons to believe that schizophrenia is not a borderline, but a completely pathological condition of Igor Vsevolodovich, the importance of this symptom is difficult to overestimate. It was he who formed the painfully nonlinear touch of his actions.
Schizoids differ from all others (non-schizoids, people with orthodox thinking) in that their concepts of objects in the world around them are formed on the basis of not only the main, but also secondary, third and tenth-ranking qualities. Schizoids easily create concepts even on the basis of fictitious, assumed properties, sometimes ignoring obvious, real ones. Both the main and the insignificant, the real and the illusory qualities of phenomena can, with equal probability, take the place of the main, fundamentally important one in the consciousness of a schizoid. A schizoid has several concepts of equal meaning in store for each subject.
The specifics of communication with this type are recommendations to establish formally friendly relations with them, keeping a distance, without unnecessarily trying to penetrate the dark depths of this peculiar soul. Secondly, be prepared for the absence of results from a normal adequate reaction to arguments and reasonable argumentation. Thirdly, in cases of rapprochement with the patient, expect negative consequences from this. This trait, like paranoia, creates a lack of skills to “be grateful” with a tortuous system of self-justifications in this regard. For example, Alexander Borodai, who supplied Strelkov with money all his life, helped his family, got him a well-paid job after an inglorious dismissal from service, promoted him first to Crimea and then to Donbass, felt this to the fullest.
Well, the next radical who helped Strelkov so easily accept “worldly glory” is hysteria. This tendency was to create and present to the general public a model of the world in which the self occupies a central place. But, unlike paranoia, what is important here is not the recognition of the “super idea” he is promoting, but simply the assessment of himself. Thus, two qualities at once pushed Strelkov so strongly towards a thirst for fame. And in the future we will see that one of Strelkov’s main complaints against the Russian authorities will be that he is being limited in his access to the media, where, on the one hand, he could illuminate grateful humanity with the light of the truth known only to him (despite the fact that in the voiced Strelkov never had anything independent), and on the other hand, to receive well-deserved laurels.
And if schizoidism forced Strelkov to write tedious and banal fairy tales,37 then it was hysteria that shaped his penchant for reconstructionism. Because, unlike many of those who solve historical, cultural and other social problems through reconstruction, Strelkov was interested in this solely for the purpose of looking beautiful and solemn in certain outfits and the appropriate atmosphere. And when his short stay in Donbass provided such an opportunity, reconstruction was forgotten.
Hysteria is based on a weak nervous system. In neurophysiology, the strength/weakness of the nervous system is usually assessed by its ability (or inability) to withstand the process of excitation for a long time. Thus, one of the leading internal conditions of a hysteroid radical is the inability of the nervous system to withstand excitation for a relatively long time. At the behavioral level, this means intermittent, unstable performance, increased depletion of energy potential. It was these qualities that did not allow Strelkov to endure the “Slavic sitting” for a long time, then the intensity of the Donetsk uncertainty, and earlier events to ensure systematic actions in Crimea and patience when making a decision to enter Slavyansk.
To hysterics, with their deep egoism and egocentrism, people are important only as an audience that listens and admires them. They are not in the mood to understand anyone, they do not sympathize with anyone, they can only imitate the psychological state of their interlocutor, like a “mirror reflection”, and nothing more.
The presence of a hysterical tendency always affects the object’s attitude towards the results of his own efforts: he tends to exaggerate successes and ignore failures. On the one hand, faith in one’s infallibility, in a “guiding star,” certainly helps in overcoming difficulties, on the other hand, it adds self-confidence and completely buries the need for other people’s advice, for working on mistakes and admitting them. Therefore, sometimes only a schizoid radical formed in Strelkov some passing doubts about his beloved self.
The object’s character showed obvious egocentrism, a desire to receive a high assessment of one’s merits (with a tendency to attribute the merits of the team to oneself). Thoughts about their own exclusivity, special mission, and socio-historical significance always come to the minds of such types. Ambition and desire for career growth intensifies.
All of the indicated personal characteristics of the individual psychological profile were firmly cemented in the person involved with an obvious dissocial personality disorder (or sociopathy). Modern psychiatric science defines sociopathy as a gross discrepancy between behavior and prevailing social norms, characterized by the following signs (for a diagnosis, a psychiatrist only needs three or more criteria to match):
a) indifference to the feelings of others;
b) a rude and persistent position of irresponsibility and disregard for social rules and responsibilities;
c) inability to maintain relationships in the absence of difficulties in their formation;
d) extremely low ability to withstand frustration, as well as a low threshold for the discharge of aggression, including violence;
e) inability to feel guilty and benefit from life experiences, especially punishment;
f) a pronounced tendency to blame others or put forward plausible explanations for one’s behavior, which leads the subject to conflict with society.
As an additional symptom, constant irritability may occur. In childhood and adolescence, the diagnosis can be confirmed by a behavior disorder, which, according to reviews from people who know Strelkov closely, occurred.
In international medical practice, in addition to the general criteria for personality disorder, three or more of the following points must be present:
1. Inability to conform to social norms and respect laws.
2. Hypocrisy, manifested in frequent lies, use of pseudonyms, or deception of others in order to gain profit.
3. Impulsiveness.
4. Irritability and aggressiveness.
5. Taking risks without taking into account the safety of yourself and others.
6. Consistent irresponsibility, manifested by repeated failure to maintain a particular work schedule or meet financial obligations.
7. Lack of remorse, manifested by rationalization or indifference to harming others, mistreating others, or stealing from others38.
A sufficient set of these signs in Strelkov was unambiguously diagnosed by observations.
In general, this was one of the almost classic types of a big city resident from an intelligent family, weak and unsociable as a child, living in an illusory world he had invented, accumulating grievances against those who offended him for many years and postponing revenge until the right opportunity with the words “I’ll show you later.” , you will recognize me yet,” a closed dreamer and an emotionally damaged type. All his life he has been trying to go beyond his dullness, to jump above the head of the original standard personal qualities under the influence of painful traits. There were signs that Strelkov suffered serious psychological trauma as a child. As a result, the person elevated his pathologies to the category of individuality.
Thus, the bottom line is that we had a client incapable of critical self-analysis, exaggerating his own purpose and mission, but unable to endure long-term psychological stress, passionate about self-presentation and perceiving the world around him as a place of constant conflict between him and the established system. All this had to be taken into account when organizing interaction with Strelkov.
Leonid Baranov, head of the DPR Special Committee
(June 2014)
 
Deciding the shots
Personnel environment
When forming a department, as, in general, everywhere, the key issue is personnel work. But who to recruit from? By the time I arrived in the DPR, all my childhood dreams about playing scouts, about the participation of state security in the implementation of their ideals and complexes, all the films I had watched about mysterious spies and “The Bourne Identity” had already been realized. Somewhere the NKVD, Special Departments, military intelligence, special intelligence, military counterintelligence, non-military counterintelligence, and other counterintelligence were created.
This madness of frightening signs, loosely related to the content, was crowned by a Special Committee led by local activist Leonid Baranov. Immediately after my arrival, Borodai summoned Alexander Zakharchenko and Leonid Baranov. Zakharchenko, together with Oplot, he subordinated the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Bereza directly, while bringing Oplot into his personal reserve. From that time until his appointment as Prime Minister, Alexander Zakharchenko was the Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the DPR, and Oplot was listed as the basis of the internal troops. On the recommendation of Oleg Bereza, the Cabinet of Ministers awarded Alexander Zakharchenko the rank of “major”.
I took command of the Special Committee. This unit was of little use, since the guys were mainly involved in police and commandant functions. In Makeyevka, they set up a kind of isolation ward; violators were placed there, order was maintained, and sometimes they “made nightmares” of the enemy.
In fact, good and mostly naive guys, who hung themselves with intimidating signs, were doing anything, but not traditional state security work. The revolutionary fire attracted a variety of moths. In the best case, they caught drug dealers or those they considered to be drug dealers, in the worst case... There were worse ones. I removed them all from the staff and ordered re-certification.
There were also people like the next Dad (there were more Dads in Donetsk than in the emergency department of the Krasnodar maternity hospital). While sorting through the rubble of local intelligence and counterintelligence, I came across a group of about a hundred militia, which was stationed in an area near the airport. It consisted mainly of Russian volunteers. Their commander, introducing himself as Batya, sternly declared that they were state security special forces. Then, without much ceremony, I demanded an overview of the personnel, as well as a report on participation in events and hostilities, an assessment of the operational situation and proposals for combat use. As a result, the embarrassed Dad admitted that they had not fought anywhere, but stuck together because they had been inexplicably drawn to the magic word “state security” since childhood. People in the interests of the MGB were completely useless. And this was not the worst option encountered.
The initial backbone of the DPR MGB consisted of employees of the Special Committee and veterans of the SBU, SVRU39, who resigned long before the events began. There were simply no others. It was later, realizing that the situation with the DPR would last for a long time, that employees of the Ukrainian special services reached out. They had to look for workers everywhere, sometimes only identifying one or two separate areas, making serious compromises and keeping in mind the need for quick replacements in any short term. I was forced to keep some, obviously unsuitable, for a short period so that there would be someone to carry out basic tasks. The work had to be started on wheels and constant selections and cleanings had to be carried out along the way.
The assessment of the situation dictated clear priorities for construction and the current activities of the department. It was necessary to recruit the minimum number and quality of employees required. At the same time, carefully disband and disperse those who are completely unsuitable to other departments. After this, develop the necessary material base, get structured and organize work on the wheels in priority areas, which were: military and territorial counterintelligence; participation in the fight against looting and illegal groups; countering sabotage, reconnaissance and terrorist activities; intelligence service; protection of secrets. I began to provide other directions as the construction of the department progressed.
From a technological point of view, it was obvious to me how these issues were resolved. The entire actual social life of the state is divided into blocks consisting of “lines” and “objects”. The lines are spheres - ideology, economics, culture, religion, crime, corruption, etc. Objects are specific institutions. Enterprises, government departments, government bodies, political and public organizations, military bodies and formations, etc. Under the structure of society, a state security structure is formed, whose employees are assigned to lines and objects. This is superimposed on security and operational work to protect state secrets, the intelligence system, counterintelligence and the fight against terrorism. Next is the introduction of forms, methods, standards, tools, materials and practices.
Each direction required painstaking and non-standard solutions. For example, in the fall of 2014, a pensioner, a military counterintelligence veteran with a senior officer rank, was hired as one of my deputies. I had a long and intense professional experience behind me. Naturally, taking into account experience and the situation, I identified the main priority of his official activities as the formation of a full-fledged military counterintelligence structure. In war conditions, the system of security agencies in the troops is one of the main instruments for protecting the state. Its importance cannot be overestimated - this includes filtration work in relation to prisoners on both sides, and the protection of military secrets, the search for enemy agents in the army environment and countering enemy activity, and the fight against looting, illegal armed groups, various abuses, violations and crimes in the armed forces .
However, unlike other areas of activity, by that time I did not have a single, neither former nor current, employee of the local military counterintelligence, nor a veteran, nor an opera youth without experience. Everyone ran away and were in no hurry to return.
First, I tried to select from among the militia several active and enterprising enthusiasts with experience in law enforcement agencies who enjoy authority in the militia. However, without specific theoretical knowledge, understanding of the elementary fundamentals of work, and lack of practice, these guys, ineptly using the considerable powers that the service provided, based on rumors, gossip, personal likes and dislikes, turned the work into a complete profanation.
My new deputy had his own original concept of official activity, the effectiveness of which he was confident. He suggested that each of the commanders of the largest units be allocated two soldiers, whom he had no doubt about, and send them to serve in the MGB. These servicemen were assigned to their former units and, under the leadership of an experienced commander, organized counterintelligence support for their former units. This, in his opinion, relieved the commander’s wariness and mistrust and made it possible at the first stage to launch a service that could be transformed in the future.
An interesting and seemingly promising idea turned out to be complete nonsense. The commanders either simply did not want to single out their own, avoiding this under all sorts of excuses, or singled out the most trusted ones, as Alexander Khodakovsky did, and they only acquired additional status under the auspices of the MGB, but in fact they obeyed only one commander and carried out exclusively his orders, concealing from MGB real processes. Or, in order to get rid of it and sabotage it, they singled out absolutely unsuitable characters. By that time, all major units had acquired their own operational structures, called special departments, counterintelligence, etc., and saw no reason to reveal their secrets to the department I headed.
As a result, two months later, the deputy, lowering his gray-haired head, honestly told me that he had failed in his military counterintelligence work. I couldn’t find intelligent people, several extras whom I myself appointed to this direction were not capable of professional activity, and its concept turned out to be a fiction.
Then I took on this problem. He convinced one of the energetic former senior military counterintelligence officers of the SBU, who before the war ensured the security of one of the large local enterprises and during the Maidan went to Crimea, to join the service and take the position of deputy head of the military counterintelligence unit of the MGB when the post of chief was vacant. Then, together with him, we selected people with significant experience in organizational and intelligence-operational police or military service and in three weeks launched this important area, increasing its material and regulatory base. Naturally, some of those recruited almost immediately began to be sorted out, but the main core turned out to be quite effective and, thanks to the energy and initiative of the new boss, who knew the local specifics well, quickly organized into a single system. Thus, this problem was solved.
Here's what's important here. You can talk as much as you like about how it should be in theory. Practice is always different. And it’s better to start an imperfect process, correcting it as you go, than to pointlessly stagnate, talking about how it should be, while doing nothing. No matter how much you multiply by zero, you will eventually get it.
Because the most difficult thing is always the beginning, when there is nothing and you need to carry out a difficult alchemical procedure - to make something out of nothing. The question of improving this “something” is already a question of technology. As it turned out, those who can create from nothing, albeit imperfectly, at random, with errors, but create! – the few, those who can then correct, correct, criticize and use what has been created – darkness.
Initial attempts to recruit the then-current SBU officers with an anti-Kiev attitude (and there were some) to work in the DPR MGB were completely unsuccessful. And this despite the fact that at the beginning of the revolutionary events, some of them actively contributed to this. I managed to find in Crimea one of the deputy heads of the Donetsk department of the SBU, who had previously behaved quite pro-Russian. I invited him to come to Donetsk for a conversation. He agreed, but all attempts to convince him to participate in the creation of the DPR MGB were unsuccessful. The man left for Crimea. Contact was maintained only with a small group of his subordinates who decided to help, but “without being on staff.” Only by the end of September do they realize the new reality and are legalized into regular service.
Certificate of the Minister of State Security of the DPR
I ended up in a funny situation. I had in my hands a decree on the creation of the MGB and a large number of enthusiasts who wanted to serve, but absolutely did not meet the criteria of my department. At first there were almost no people with appropriate training. But in our field of activity, desire and readiness alone are not enough. The intelligence service presupposes a certain algorithm of actions, skills, knowledge, tools and training.
Matbaza
Initially, I did not have any infrastructure and the necessary funds. The SBU official transport was either taken away or looted. The weapons were distributed among militia units. The buildings are occupied by Strelkov and Vostok, who do not want to leave them. Operational records and personal files of employees were taken away or hidden. There was also no special equipment. There wasn't even a regulatory framework.
Everything necessary had to be recreated anew. At night I wrote orders, the first minimum standards, and during the day I worked with people. In the future, I will involve several local veterans in the writing of introductory documents. I had with me a “flash drive” with materials that remained from the Crimean events before joining Russia. This is where they came in handy. As a basis for the staff of the DPR MGB, I initially took the staffing table that we developed for the Crimean Security Service. The first mock-up of the ID was from the same place.
- Oleg Nikolaevich! The certificates should be ready tomorrow! And no plastic laminated cards. The certificates must be a book!
– Andrey Yurievich, it won’t work tomorrow! The printing house where we planned to print them... In general, it’s near the railway station... Yesterday, when there was an attempt to break through Ukropov’s tanks, a shell hit the printing house, the owner left the city today...
- Okay, look for a new printing house.
I appoint the pedantic local administrator Oleg Kazak as the head of the HR department. There is no one else at all. In the future, I will make him my deputy for personnel. He will be killed in the yard of his house after I resign.
In the meantime, I'm trying to create an MGB out of nothing. We install and catch former SBU official vehicles around the city. We are identifying storage locations for documents and special equipment that employees did not have time to transport to Mariupol. We search for, seize and put weapons on the balance sheet. The MGB is gradually being formed. By the end of September, I will be able to conduct the first certification in the premises that will henceforth become the Donetsk intelligence service.
Reforging
Over time, current employees of the SBU and other Ukrainian special services began to get in touch. It was a very delicate and scrupulous process.
On the one hand, we were constantly afraid of “set-ups” and provocations.
On the other hand, the Ukrainian special service was so disoriented and internally defamed that it was possible to understand the potential fugitives. Most of them were Donetsk residents and were perceived by visitors from Kyiv and the western regions as traitors. The attitude towards them was suspicious and humiliating. As a result, some proved their loyalty with sadistic comprador zeal, but many were eager to return to their native Donetsk.
Then a set of measures was developed, after which the employee had no way back.
Each transition to our side had a triple effect. Firstly, we acquired professional personnel. Secondly, the defector brought the entire array of official information. And thirdly, each time in connection with such transitions, the SBU carried out internal inspections, sometimes criminal cases were initiated, managers and teams were removed from their duties, which paralyzed the work of entire sectors of the Ukrainian special services. This approach gave an obvious positive result. At the same time, a supervisor and a probationary period were established for the transferred employees. Constant checks were carried out. People proved their loyalty by deeds.
...They say there is an old Chinese parable... A long time ago, the emperor was considering candidates for an important government position. In the end, there were two contenders left.
The council of his sages discussed each one, weighing their personal qualities. And then one stood up and said:
- This cannot be prescribed!
- Why?!
- He's a thief! Five years ago he stole and was caught! After this he was deposed in disgrace from all positions!
- Yes! - the wise men cried out in unison. - This is true! You can't appoint a thief!
The Emperor thought for a moment and pronounced his decision:
- Appoint this one! – he said, pointing to the person who had been stealing earlier.
- Oh great one! – the advisers begged. – Illuminate us with the light of your wisdom! Tell us, insignificant ones, why you appointed a criminal?!
“Okay,” the emperor relented. The fact is that this thief, having been exposed, was truly overthrown. And everyone watched him during these years, remembering his bad reputation. Looking after him was special. Despite this, he again grew in his career step by step and was even able to apply for his current appointment. If he tried to steal again, he would be caught. But he didn't try. This means that he was able to draw all the conclusions from his offense. That is, we know the limits of his fall, we know that he can draw conclusions from this and not repeat mistakes. We saw his tenacity and the best qualities he showed to rise again. And we know only good things about the other candidate and nothing bad, despite the fact that he, like anyone else, has bad things. This means we don't know anything about him. So of course I nominate the first one!
Abwehr replenishment
In one of the private conversations, Strelkov told me that he needed to “make a decision on the Abwehr.” Sergei Zdrilyuk40, who came to Slavyansk with Strelkov from Crimea, was by that time a media figure and was considered Strelkov’s right hand. At the first stage this was the case, but then Khmury began to push him aside. This was facilitated by the fact that the Abwehr, after news from Vinnitsa about the persecution of his relatives by the “right-wingers”, began to drink heavily and made a mistake by leaving the close circle of the staff circle that constantly looked after Strelkov.
...During the conversation, Strelkov and Antyufeyev left briefly. Upon returning, Antyufeyev said that Strelkov asked the Abwehr to “clean up.” This could be Ukrainian saboteurs or an incident during the arrest. There were grounds for the detention, since, according to available materials, several Abwehr fighters were involved in the “squeeze.” He was afraid to do this using the forces of his units, as he was afraid of information leakage.
A little later Strelkov also returned. I expressed the opinion that a “purge” of the Abwehr was inappropriate. Firstly, this will cause a negative resonance in the militia. Secondly, the Abwehr has some sort of personnel structure. The Abwehr was considered the head of Strelkov's military counterintelligence. In fact, I believed that such decisions were fundamentally unacceptable and immoral.
In this regard, I offered to transfer the Abwehr and its farm to me. Strelkov agreed, but under the guarantee that the Abwehr would not engage in any military counterintelligence and would not supervise or interact with the troops. The question arose: what to do with it? Any counterintelligence in war conditions is a little military. The areas of fighting crime will also intersect with the militia. On the other hand, given the embryonic state of the DPR MGB, it could be placed anywhere. And then, in order to switch him in the diametrically opposite direction, he was assigned a sector of the economy. It was he, no matter how funny it might seem under normal conditions, who at that time was the most secondary.
Thus, I also acquired an Abwehr detachment. He was very diverse. Employees of the SBU, Ukrainian police, several Russian volunteers, local militias. It was clear that they needed to be digested and, in the end, literally a few people would be left behind, but this should be done in stages. Naturally, some of them tried to implement old habits in new conditions. I ordered the arrest of several bribe takers directly at office meetings, so that the rest could visualize the image of possible problems.
In addition, I invited local enthusiasts, consisting mainly of previously retired veterans of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. At the beginning of the revolutionary events, they united into the Union of Donbass Veterans “Berkut”. Some of the former senior officials of the Organized Crime Control Department created their own intelligence service there on a voluntary basis. I also tried to use several people from there in the MGB.
I also spoke on a local TV channel and demanded that employees of the Ukrainian special services come to register with the MGB. No one responded. When on July 24, in the assembly building of the Internal Affairs Directorate, I read out Order No. 1 on personnel, written the night before by me, since there were no personnel departments yet, on the hiring of the first 43 employees, I told them and several candidates present:
- These are difficult times. Everyone who can helps their people. But when it passes, most of those present here will not serve in state security.
And so it happened. This is the pattern of such processes.
Problems at the start
During the period when I in Russia, through my connections, tried to solve at least some problems of the department being created, my ministry during August 2014, with his characteristic energy, was supervised by Vladimir Yuryevich Antyufeev (who, according to the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers, had the right to control the MGB, but not manage it, since the department was subordinate to the Prime Minister), who at that time held the post of first deputy prime minister of the DPR for law enforcement.
He made several necessary decisions, first of all, agreeing with the Abwehr’s proposal to resettle the families of refugee employees from Slavyansk and other abandoned settlements in the Liverpool Hotel.
However, during the same period, a number of problematic positions arose under the auspices of the young Ministry of State Security of the DPR. In particular:
1. Conflict with Alexander Khodakovsky (who has already been mentioned).
2. Conflict with Leonid Baranov, whom I left in charge, since he held the post of head of the Special Committee before the creation of the MGB.
3. Conflict with Andrei Purgin41.
4. Internal conflict in the newly created military special forces of the MGB.
5. Statements in the press by individual fighters of the former Special Committee about a “coup d’etat in the DPR.”
6. A series of controversial detentions of militia commanders.
Since almost immediately after my return, Vladimir Antyufeyev irrevocably left the republic, I began to resolve these issues myself.
The story with Alexander Khodakovsky was resolved thanks to the adequacy of the latter and the understandable algorithm of the necessary measures.
With Baranov everything was somewhat more complicated.
Leonid Baranov was a young, ambitious leader of the DPR. Having taken part in the revolutionary processes from the first days of the events, he was one of the organizers of the referendum and participated in writing the text of the first Donetsk Constitution.
In April 2014, he was appointed co-chairman of the People's Government of the DPR. He was later captured by Ukrainian special services and taken to Kyiv. Later exchanged. Returning to Donetsk, he placed himself at the disposal of Alexander Boroday and, as best he could, tried to form a kind of hybrid of law enforcement and special structures. It turned out the way it turned out. But his devotion to ideals was undeniable. He also initially headed the DPR Committee on Prisoners of War and Refugees.
Baranov was the first person I awarded a military rank to. Leonid became captain. The fact is that before this there were no titles as such in the DPR. I understood that it was impossible to build a military structure and the design of special services without the necessary regulation and the formation of a multi-level system of subordination. Therefore, I wrote “Temporary Regulations on Military Service in the Donetsk People’s Republic,” which I submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers for consideration, where it was approved.
During its development, Strelkov approached me with a request to introduce the positions of lieutenants and second lieutenants. As he put it, it was his “little whim.” But Antyufeyev harshly opposed such an innovation, and the Donetsk army was left without a White Guard flair. Based on this provision, I introduced in my ministry the “Temporary Regulations on Military Service in the State Security Bodies of the DPR”, guided by which I certified and awarded the first military ranks.
Having left on business, I appointed Baranov deputy head of one of the operational departments of the MGB. The guy began to call himself an acting deputy minister, sometimes even a minister. This flattered his pride, and I did not pull him back too much. At that time such things were unimportant. I had my own plans for him. To strengthen the stability of the constantly seething and then very poorly functioning parliament, I planned to promote Baranov, who was also a deputy of the Supreme Council of the DPR, to the position of Chairman of the Supreme Council or his first deputy, where he had good authority.
However, Leonid did not get along very well with Vladimir Antyufeyev. Vladimir Yuryevich generally did not manage to get along well with the Donetsk people. Possessing a strong-willed and ambitious character, Antyufeyev demanded unconditional submission and recognition of his splendor, regardless of his real contribution to the ongoing revolutionary processes. It didn’t work out with the Donetsk team.
As a result, Antyufeyev took advantage of the fighting opportunity. Leonid Baranov, having decided to try to achieve at least some kind of military victory against the backdrop of the latest retreats, tried to attack the position of the Ukrainian Armed Forces with his unit. The operation was poorly planned. There were no casualties, but there were many wounded, and some weapons and vehicles were also lost during the retreat.
In this regard, Antyufeyev ordered to initiate a criminal case against Baranov, detain him and release him from office. Baranov fled to Russia.
There was another ugly particular case, which also later flashed in the media. Entering Baranov’s office, Vladimir Antyufeev ran into his secretary. The girl did not provide the necessary, as it seemed to the First Deputy Prime Minister, curtsies to the man who, in her opinion, was unreasonably pursuing her boss. Vladimir Yuryevich ordered her arrest. There were no grounds for the arrest, which, however, did not prevent it from being carried out. In essence, she acted as a hostage.
Having returned and learned about the latest events, I ordered the girl to be released immediately. After his release, he invited her to his place and apologized for what happened. Then he asked how she was kept. A sobbing, young, thin, red-haired girl, who had sincerely supported the DPR, said that for several days in a row, in a half-bent position, she was fastened to the radiator under the bathroom sink. I felt very unpleasant and ashamed in front of her.
At the same time, I canceled the order to constantly broadcast on local television information about the search for Baranov. There were no real grounds for such actions either.
Considering that Baranov was the commander of several combat units, the conflict with him provoked an internal split. Some swore allegiance to Antyufeyev, some remained faithful to Baranov.
Events regarding Baranov strained relations between Vladimir Antyufeev and Andrei Purgin. The fact is that the backbone of Baranov’s entourage was made up of activists of the Donetsk Republic organization, the founding father of which was Purgin. One of his most famous supporters was Alexander Matyushin, call sign “Varyag”, who made a number of harsh statements in the media regarding Antyufeev. Despite the fact that Antyufeyev and Purgin held equal positions as first deputies of the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the DPR, Vladimir Yuryevich decided that he was a priori more important.
Taking into account the role of Andrei Evgenievich Purgin in the events in Donbass, such an opinion seemed doubtful. By that time, Purgin had already been defending the ideas of the Russian World in the region for many years, was regularly persecuted and arrested by the Ukrainian special services, and proved his authority through deeds. But, having the appearance and habits of a liberal semi-alcoholic, which did not correspond to his sharp inquisitive mind of an persistent pro-Russian national patriot, Purgin, naturally, did not get along in character with Antyufeev, who also positioned himself as a long-term defender of Russia’s interests on distant approaches (albeit outside the Donbass), but with the image of a law enforcement hawk built over many years. For Vladimir Yuryevich this was undoubted competition.
As a result, all kinds of statements about a coup in Donetsk were made by the media at that time, hysterical demands on this matter, and so on, disturbing the already heated situation.
The situation in the media sphere was heating up against the backdrop of a scandal provoked by the SBU. Ukrainian special services intercepted and published in the press and YouTube a telephone conversation between Antyufeev and Zhirinovsky.
One morning, after another turbulent night filled with shots, explosions and waiting for the enemy to break through, Vladimir Yuryevich decided to make his contribution to making key decisions, which he important told Oleg and me at breakfast. By this time, he had already proactively called Vladimir Volfovich, whom he knew from the Transnistrian period, and, declaring that “the existence of the DPR is ticking, and we will not be able to cope with the defense,” demanded that the leader of the LDPR take measures for open Russian intervention in the conflict42. Naturally, the enemy did not fail to use this as evidence of Russia’s alleged interference, although the argument was completely insignificant, and the call itself did not entail any consequences.
By that time, Vladimir Antyufeev had also organized the arrests of Strelkov’s deputy Victoria Krivonosova (Wiki-Wiki), the Abwehr and the commander of the militia battalion under the call sign “Kerch” (Vadim Pogodin), subordinate to Khmury. He was very proud of this, believing that he had done a great job.
The events themselves had a certain meaning. For the Abwehr, detention at least saved lives. As for Vika-Vika, the questions were real, according to Khmury, although, when giving the order for the detention, the Deputy Prime Minister never saw any materials. But Vladimir Yuryevich’s haste and reluctance to take into account all aspects of the situation played a cruel joke. If he had waited a few days before the release of Strelkov, who had already been removed from office for some time, there would have been no fuss about Krivonosova. But he decided to insert Strelkov’s pin and held it back without hesitating. Which led to a well-known reaction, another hysteria from Igor Vsevolodovich with an attempt to sort things out with Antyufeev.
The mutual conflict between Antyufeev and Strelkov, the roots of which also lay in previous Crimean events and personal qualities, initially developed before my eyes. Both heroes were extremely ambitious, proud and did not doubt their exceptional services to the Motherland, which, in turn, required obvious reverence from those around them and a response from the Motherland. When, according to Vladimir Antyufeev, this reverence was not fully shown by Strelkov (although, it must be said, Igor Vsevolodovich behaved quite normally in this matter), Antyufeev simply stopped going to Strelkov’s military councils with the words “he will crawl to me himself” . Then Strelkov became inflamed with obvious hostility towards the elderly general. In general, I found a scythe on a stone.
In Kerch, too, everything was uneven. A poorly planned operation led to the fact that during the arrest, during which Kerch did not offer resistance, a random person was killed. He turned out to be a friend and driver of the new Minister of Defense Vladimir Kononov (“Tsar”).
In addition, it was necessary to sharply pull the stop valve on the processes already launched by Vladimir Yuryevich for the “self-sufficiency” of law enforcement agencies. At the suggestion of the enemy, they already tried to label us as looters and criminals. It was impossible to give any, even the slightest, factual basis for this, even to the detriment of the organizations being created.
In general, along with the first steps in building the department, we had to immediately eliminate the mistakes made.
 
MGB will be here
New base
A question arose regarding the location of the DPR Ministry of State Security. To begin with, in Donetsk, and later throughout the republic. The department gradually grew, became stronger and could no longer coexist with the police.
Part of the administrative building of the Ministry of State Security of the DPR
Then on September 12, 2014, at a meeting of the next Cabinet of Ministers, I made a proposal to transfer to the MGB a complex of buildings on Shevchenko Boulevard in the Kalininsky district of Donetsk, previously belonging to the Donetsk Regional Court of Appeal, the regional department of the control and audit department and one of the tax offices, which were adjacent to each other . In addition, it legitimized the assignment to the MGB of a number of premises necessary for work taking into account professional specifics.
This was generally the first decision made by the Cabinet of Ministers on the full transfer of buildings to the balance of the DPR government department, and not on temporary placement. The resolution was signed by the new Prime Minister Alexander Zakharchenko.
Prosecutor's pranks
A little later, Ravil Khalikov, who was appointed instead of Vladimir Antyufeyev to the post of First Deputy Prime Minister, who continues to control the General Prosecutor's Office of the DPR, will try to squeeze the MGB out of the new building, citing the need to transfer it to the Supreme Court of the DPR.
The pretext was ridiculous, because, firstly, the court had not yet begun to function at that time. Secondly, the courts in the Donetsk region had a large number of different buildings, no less large and well repaired, and the one occupied by the MGB was not the only one. It’s just that Khalikov decided to build relationships in this way, demonstrating that he is the eldest. On the same day, Bereza and I signed a clarifying resolution with Zakharchenko, according to which law enforcement agencies and the intelligence service are personally subordinate to him and supervised by him, and Ravil Khalikov became deputy prime minister without a household. After that, through certain resources, I forced Khalikov to renounce his claims.
Considering that the post of First Deputy Prime Minister for Law Enforcement and State Security was created directly for Vladimir Antyufeev, Khalikov found himself in an absurd position. If before his appointment, as the Prosecutor of the Republic, he had great leverage, now he found himself a king without a kingdom.
Ravil Khalikov, DPR prosecutor (2014)
When he realized that the clouds were gathering around him, he began to look for opportunities to prepare a springboard for the future. A particularly memorable event was the arrival of deputies of the Russian State Duma as an unofficial delegation to the elections of the Head and People's Council of the DPR. The elections took place on November 2, 2014. The entire bulk of organizational and operational work fell on my department. Physical security on the ground was provided by the police. I'm still proud of the way the elections were conducted. Despite all the enemy’s attempts, in conditions of war and constant shelling, we did not allow a single provocation!
The deputy commission of the State Duma of Russia was headed by Leonid Slutsky43. I didn't have time to be with the guests all the time, so I simply assigned my security officers to them. He himself was engaged in all necessary activities almost around the clock.
– Comrade Minister, allow me to report on our Russian guests?
- Report.
- Comrade Minister, I don’t have the strength to listen to this anymore! Khalikov follows us all the time! He is literally glued to Slutsky, courting him!
- Yes, okay. Let him walk. What difference does it make to you? He doesn't bother you, does he?
- It doesn’t interfere. But I hear what he constantly tells him! That he organized the elections and ensures their security! That everything rests on him! And at the same time he throws mud at the MGB and you personally! But we do all the work, and he has nothing to do with it!
- Listen. Less emotions. If he wants, let him go. And less ambition. The most important thing is that we ourselves and our leadership know who is doing what and how. Nothing else matters. Clear?!
- Yes sir. May I go?
- Go.
Khalikov's story was remarkable and clearly characterized some processes in the republic.
Initially, Ravil was an ordinary commander of one of Borodai’s combat detachments under the call sign “Bars” with experience of service in the Airborne Forces, Chechnya and Afghanistan behind him, but also with a certain length of service in the transport prosecutor’s office of Russia.
At the time of the appointment of the government of Alexander Borodai, suddenly there was not a single normal prosecutor ready to take the post of leader. As Borodai himself later said, he, like Strelkov, was initially convinced that the DPR was a purely decorative structure necessary to ensure the formation of a structure for the deployment of troops or the achievement of other strategic state results. Accordingly, the approach to forming the Government was not serious enough.
And so, as Khalikov’s brothers in arms later recalled, laughing, Bars ran into Borodai’s office to report, and the Prosecutor General came out sedately.
As a result, Ravil was ruined by ambitions that had nothing to do with common interests and his inconsistency.
From the end of July to the end of August, Ravil Khalikov was absent from the DPR, having returned after the counter-offensive of our troops. From that moment on, he tried to turn the Prosecutor's Office into a strange military hybrid. Having formed under her a Directorate of Special Operations numbering more than 500 people plus a sabotage group (sabotage group of the Prosecutor General's Office!), he transferred all prosecutorial activities to his deputy Remizov. He himself began to build up his military potential and intrigue. He seriously considered the idea of creating a tank unit of the Prosecutor General's Office and putting a light aircraft on the balance sheet.
It made a good impression. At the first meetings, he spoke a lot about his decency and integrity. He emphasized that he sleeps in the same barracks with his soldiers and moves without security, so that if there is an attempt on his life, the soldiers would not be harmed. He talked a lot about the rule of law. Unfortunately, words and deeds quickly began to diverge.
Initially, things did not work out for him with the Ministry of Internal Affairs. A group of prosecutors arrived at one of the regional police departments, disarmed the unit and detained several employees. Imagine the surprise of the detained detective when he recognized the prosecutor’s office investigator as a criminal with a criminal record, whom he had twice sent to jail! Then a number of cases were identified where members of the DPR prosecutor’s office were guarding commercial facilities. Subsequently, the prosecutor's office tried to lobby the interests of one of the major Donetsk businessmen, initiating criminal cases based on materials from 2007 and seizing the corresponding property on an especially large scale.
Oleg Bereza posed these questions harshly, but at first I convinced him not to aggravate relations with Ravil and let him show his potential. Well, I must say, he showed it.
Khalikov had an acute conflict with the commander of the DPR intelligence department, Sergei Nikolaevich Dubinsky, who at that time was known under the call signs “Petrovsky” and “Khmury”. The conflict had a number of extremely delicate features. In this conflict, Khalikov enlisted the support of all the heads of major departments in order to arrest Khmury. Since at that time Khmury was considered an influential commander, everyone watched the developments with curiosity. But, having said “a,” Ravil did not say “b,” which greatly undermined his authority.
Instead, he began to build his career, carrying out a series of behind-the-scenes movements with the goal of taking the position of first deputy prime minister from Alexander Zakharchenko, thereby digging a hole for himself.
Since the position was invented for Vladimir Antyufeev, who left Donetsk on September 6, 2014, but was listed in it for another two weeks, and assumed a close relationship with me and Bereza as relevant ministers, having taken it and at the same time losing the opportunity to directly control security officials, Ravil Khalikov, having formally been promoted, lost real resources.
We gave him some time to open up. But the meetings he held were unsystematic, their level of efficiency and consequences yielded minimal results. Therefore, certain organizational efforts were made, and Khalikov left for Russia without leaving much of a mark behind him.
Let's go to the periphery
After resolving the issue of the location of the central apparatus, I formed a commission that, step by step, returned the buildings of the former SBU in the cities and regions of the republic to the rightful owner in the person of the MGB. During this time, they managed to house military commandant's offices, headquarters of military structures and other formations.
Simultaneously with the return of the premises, first in small teams, and sometimes with one or two employees, I designated the territorial departments of the MGB, creating an organizational network of state security. The first territorial division of the ministry, in agreement with Igor Bezler, was created in Gorlovka. It was very difficult for him. The difficult internal situation, periodic sieges and shelling of the city, and the work of enemy intelligence services created difficult conditions. Anna Vitalievna Kazak, a SBU veteran, lieutenant colonel, who was fired before the Maidan for her pro-Russian position, was appointed the first head of the unit.
Along with the formation of city and regional departments of the MGB, it was immediately necessary to take measures to build a single power vertical between Donetsk and the settlements that are part of the republic (Appendix No. 2).
Thus, in the city of Snezhnoye, a group of previously convicted people led by Sergei Kiryushkin began to control a normal combat commander, but a very naive manager, Sergei Godovanets, call sign “Vesovshchik,” appointed military commandant (later mayor) of the city.
Thanks to their influence on the commander, the local criminals, taking advantage of the general confusion, organized a system for the functioning of coal “digs”44, extortions, extortion and the commission of other organized crimes. Having gained a taste for it, the defendants tried to go into free swimming altogether. Thus, they appointed the “Minister of Transport of the three cities of Snezhnoye, Torez, Shakhtersk,” who imposed tribute on the region’s carriers.
It was necessary to conduct a special operation and arrest the entire criminal group, together with the military commandant, whose main fault was naivety, and then help restore order and centralize power. Similar situations occurred in other places, where their own surprises happened.
For example, while understanding the situation in the city of Khartsyzsk, we discovered that the duties of the first deputy mayor of the city there are actually performed by a certain Vasily Zaroza.
Moreover, at the dawn of the creation of my ministry, this person, as part of the general list of the Special Committee, was enrolled in the staff of the MGB, from where he was soon dismissed during personnel purges on the basis of negative characteristics.
Dismissal from the MGB, in which Zaroza was not listed for long, did not prevent Vasily Viktorovich from continuing to present himself to the public as an employee of the republican intelligence service.
And when we began to form the Khartsyzsk city department of the MGB, we found out that it had already been created under the auspices of Zaroza. That is, Vasily Zaroza recruited a group of fighters, whom he designated to the public and officials as employees of the MGB. Having armed them well, he began to use them for his own purposes.
As follows from the case materials, these individuals committed a series of crimes. Murders, robberies, plunder of material resources of area enterprises, kidnappings of people and vehicles.
They used a creative approach in their activities.
From the case materials: “In the period from October 22, 2014 to October 30, 2014, by firing RPG “Mukha” at power line supports, they stole 300 meters of AC-500/64 220 kW wire, which was on the balance sheet of the Chaikinsky MES "
There was also theft of humanitarian aid.
As it was established, the group was protected by one of the officials of the central government of the DPR, which allowed them to remain unpunished for such a long time.
Naturally, I gave all the necessary instructions to conduct the corresponding special operation. The group was neutralized, its active members were detained and brought to justice. The events were also attended by recruited employees of the local city department of the MGB, who were supposed to restore the reputation of the Ministry of State Security.
We also encountered attempts to use the mythical affiliation with the MGB in other localities. We immediately stopped such things. Within a short time, on suspicion of involvement in criminal activities, the Ministry of State Security of the DPR detained senior officials in almost all armed formations stationed in areas remote from Donetsk and regional government bodies. It was necessary to do everything possible to ensure the authority of the new government before the people who believed us. And not only in Donetsk, but throughout the republic. It was time to clear ourselves of random people.
Getting settled
Gradually we settled into new premises.
I allocated a special communications department in the staff of the ministry, the newly hired employees of which formed all the necessary special communications.
The commandant's unit equipped weapons rooms and began to provide the necessary level of regime and security. They brought and placed the safes. All employees have been accommodated. The city has selected and equipped the necessary premises for the department’s special services. On the initiative of Oleg Kazak, a departmental canteen for employees was opened and launched. We formed an attestation commission and began thorough checks of candidates and previously hired employees. Thanks to successful searches, most of the staff of vehicles and special equipment of the former SBU department were restored. The ministry's special forces base began to function. From what they could find, they began to form their own medical center.
From the report: “Preparations are underway for the opening of the outpatient department of the Ministry of State Hospital.
Medical equipment and furniture to support the work of medical personnel must be supplied by December 1, 2014.
Equipment was received under a custody agreement with CSMP No. 4: medical couch - 3, electrocardiograph - 1, manipulation table - 2, stands for intravenous infusions - 2, dry-heat cabinet for sterilization of instruments - 1.
It should be noted that except for the electrocardiograph (new), all the equipment is in dilapidated condition and needs repair, this is due to the fact that the equipment received was in the shelling zone. After minor repairs it can be used for its intended purpose.
Also in November-December 2014, an agreement was received with City Hospital No. 3 that they would also be able to transfer some of the medical equipment. What was missing was purchased: a medium set of glasses, a Sivtsov table for an ophthalmologist, and tapes for an electrocardiograph. The otolaryngologist's office requires medical instruments; the invoice was received at a medical equipment store.
As of November 27, 2014, doctors working in the following specialties: therapist, surgeon, neurologist, ophthalmologist. The selection of employees for the position of doctors was carried out: psychiatrist, dermatovenerologist and otolaryngologist.
From the building of the clinic on the territory that previously belonged to the SBU, the following were brought: a gynecological chair, a manipulation table - in working condition, an ultrasound machine, unfortunately, they could not restore it on their own, it is necessary to invite an employee of the manufacturer to decide on the possibility of using it." .
Step by step, the DPR MGB became a full-fledged state intelligence service.
In the legal field
From the moment I started working, I made every effort to give my ministry an exclusively legal form, stipulated by legislation. This was fundamental for a number of obvious reasons. In the context of external accusations of “banditry”, “illegality”, internal problems of structuring a unified system of power and establishing order, the activities of law enforcement agencies and special services must be based on a solid regulatory platform.
The entire legal system of the republic at that time consisted either of laws adopted by the Supreme Council of the DPR, or from the legislation of Ukraine of the period before the Maidan (and a number of legislative acts, for example, in the field of criminal legislation, of an earlier period), to the extent that did not contradict the regulations of the DPR . In addition, the imprint of the adopted declaration on the harmonization of legislation with the Russian Federation was left behind.
Unfortunately, the then republican parliament, consisting mainly of revolutionaries of the first wave, was ineffective in matters of systematic legislative work, therefore very few full-fledged regulations that regulated real life were adopted.
As for the legislation of Ukraine, this approach was not original. A similar decision was made, for example, in the nineties in Transnistria, where, before the full formation of its own legal framework, the legislation of Moldova was in force for several years, despite the armed conflict. However, this state, being transitional and temporary, required gradual replacement by republican laws.
The MGB had its own basic regulatory act, adopted at the time of the creation of the department and my appointment as minister (see appendix). However, it required development and clearer regulation.
Honor guard of the DPR Ministry of State Security with a banner and standard at the Ceremonial Meeting on December 20, 2014.
To this end, I began to look for a lawyer who could cope with such an ambitious and complex task as creating a full-fledged legislative framework for the security system, since it was impossible to either leave the old Ukrainian system or duplicate the Russian one. There are too many local nuances and features of the situation. In this role, I imagined myself as an experienced, seasoned professional with good legal practice and many years of experience. However, to my regret, I was faced with a situation where the local personnel selected for such work were either thoroughly imbued with the logic and approaches of the Ukrainian system, which did not suit me at all, or carried out verification assignments too slowly, inertly and insufficiently elaborated.
The decision turned out to be non-standard, like many others during that period.
“My name is Masha,” repeating a phrase from the video of the group “Zveri,” said a young sweet girl sitting opposite, answering my question. Well. Model looks and long hair are not a reason to stop talking. I'm asking about his biography. Legal education, experience in the prosecutor's office. Worried. He answers my question, which is primitive for a lawyer about the elements of a crime, with confusion and hesitation. But, having continued the interview, I understand that she resembles my former subordinate Natalya Kapinskaya, who was my head of the legal department at the Ministry of State Security of Transnistria. She was also quite pretty, but at the same time she had all the best and worst qualities of a professional lawyer: meticulous attention to detail, perseverance when working with documents, normal bureaucratic tediousness, stubbornness, pedantry and confidence that the world rests on written rules and to break them - means to destroy the world.
In general, the personnel officers brought a girl with the prospect of appointing her as my secretary; they simply gave me a number of assignments in the field of jurisprudence while I chose the time for the interview. I'll deal with the secretary. Regulatory work is more important.
I am appointing him for a probationary period and I am not mistaken. Within a short time, work on the comprehensive formation of the regulatory framework of the MGB begins to move forward. We regulate most of our activities.
Its apotheosis will be the development of draft laws “On the Ministry of State Security of the DPR”, “On State Secrets”, “On Security”. In them, the powers of state security were extraordinary. This was required by the military and paramilitary situation.
Taking into account the fact that in the MGB of Transnistria I was the Official Representative of the President of Transnistria on a number of regulatory legal acts, I had a good idea of the legislative mechanism. Therefore, using the existing influence on the situation and the established format of interaction with the new People’s Council, I ensured that our projects were considered and adopted first. Even according to the number records of the new parliament, they were numbered 1, 2 and 3. These laws will become an example and incentive for the legislative work of the entire state system of the republic.
 
Process mechanics
 
To the origins of the Donbass revolution
The Donbass resistance went through a number of stages, right up to the military stage. Depending on them, the composition of its participants was differentiated.
A peculiarity of modern Ukraine was that for more than twenty years, power there was never transferred in the traditional way for normal states. Orange and other Maidans, “Kuchmagate”, a string of dissolutions of the Rada and so on reflected the essence of Ukrainian politics. All this was accompanied by massive riotous booths and colorful television shows. The lack of bread was more than compensated for by the spectacle.
Local oligarchs initially tried to take advantage of the process based on their long-term relationship with Kiev.
Since after the next coup one of the competing near-government groups came to power in Kyiv, the Donetsk beau monde decided to build relations with them according to the classical scheme before subsequent events. Its essence boiled down to a demonstration of indignant miners and threats to send them to Kyiv.
Then a compromise was reached on the principle: you don’t interfere with us, and we will keep the situation in place.
Indeed, people from Akhmetov45 flirted with both Pavel Gubarev’s entourage and the “Patriotic Forces of Donbass”, which would later transform into the “Vostok” battalion. They were given some support. “Oplot” (or, more precisely, “Oplot of Donbass”, in contrast to the “big brother” in the person of the Kharkov “Oplot” Evgeniy Zhilin, who also provided some assistance to the Donetsk people at the first stage) was initially helped to equip an authoritative person in Donetsk, a deputy of the Verkhovna Rada and the head of the Donetsk “Party of Regions” Alexander Bobkov, who became the “godfather” for two young businessmen who created an organization to defend the city from nationalists, and even, in order to distinguish the “two Sans”, coined the call sign “Tashkent” for one of them after the name of the Tashkent military the school from which he graduated. But all the leaders and self-defense structures quickly outgrew their initial relationships with local oligarchs and went free.
The popular protest in Donbass was absolutely sincere. But, of course, there were attempts to use it in trading. The apotheosis of this was the appointment of a compromise oligarchic figure, Sergei Taruta, as governor of the region. However, such schemes were quickly discarded. Firstly, due to the inability to keep the growing impulse under control. Secondly, because those who came to power in Kyiv completely went crazy and went into all sorts of troubles.
The turning point in this sense was the rally in Donetsk, which on March 1, 2014 was initially organized by Donetsk businessmen in order to once again “scare” Kyiv, which was reloaded with nationalists, extremists and political radicals. But the masses behaved according to an unplanned scenario. The desire to unite with Russia was announced, and a simple Donetsk “animator” Pavel Gubarev came onto the stage in every sense of the word. It was then that the first attempt was made to storm the Donetsk regional administration, over which the Russian flag was raised.
March 2014, rally of the Donetsk Republic movement
Throughout March 2014, Donetsk and other cities in the region were agitated by unrest, rallies, mass actions and growing confrontation. Protest leaders Andrei Purgin and Pavel Gubarev were arrested. In the middle of the month, Kyiv moderators dispatched several “friendship trains” consisting of the most aggressive nationalists to storm the city. The rebuff to these attempts showed a serious level of cohesion and organization of the pro-Russian forces in the region.
The main demands were federalization and unity with Russia.
In the cities of the southeast, militia units and people's bodies of self-government were gradually formed. The protests in eastern Ukraine were much more organized and peaceful than what happened in the center and western regions.
Pro-Russian rally in the center of Donetsk on March 1, 2014 in support of federalization
But it was not only the events in Kyiv that caused outrage. In essence, a social revolution was taking place, and the oligarchs, including local ones, became no less its opponents than the nationalists and the Kiev power elite. And even especially local ones. There were many communist and socialist flags and slogans.
Maidan supporters were the first to show examples of seizures of regional administrations. In January-February 2014, they besieged regional administrations in the Rivne, Ternopil, Khmelnitsky, Volyn, Vinnytsia, and Chernihiv regions, and stormed regional state administrations in Poltava, Lvov, Zhitomir, Cherkassy, and Sumy. The buildings of a number of SBU and police departments were seized, and opponents of Yanukovych took possession of weapons arsenals en masse. At the same time, further legitimation of the new government that overthrew Yanukovych in Kyiv directly contradicted the country’s Constitution.
The events taking place in the east of Ukraine were a mirror, but often much more peaceful response to the orgy of supporters of European integration. In this sense, from the point of view of legitimacy and technology of emergence, the new government in Kyiv was no different from the self-proclaimed people's government in the eastern regions.
It is important to understand that three independent, albeit closely interrelated, processes developed in one chronological period.
The first is conventionally called “Maidan”. In fact, the original author of “Maidan” as a real actualization of the movement of Ukrainian residents for the “Europeanization” of their country was Viktor Yanukovych. It was his government that for several years intensified negotiations with the European Union on the Association Agreement, although this process began and was promoted by his predecessors. All government departments under Yanukovych's rule received official assignments for pro-European-pro-Western transformation. And it was Yanukovych’s entourage that initiated the first rallies for European integration, which were supposed to demonstrate people’s support for the government’s decisions, which would later develop into “Euromaidan” after a sharp change in course. Against this background, throughout the first half of 2013, Ukraine’s relations with Russia worsened, and Russia even started talking about sanctions against its neighbors.
The fact is that the processes of “Westernization” and “European integration” in Ukraine were reduced to the same thing as a rejection of everything “Soviet-Russian”. Accordingly, movement to the West inevitably led to a severance of ties with Russia. Moreover, these aspirations, first of all, assumed a transformation of mentality and a change in the value system. Under such conditions, the anti-Russian potential of what was happening was predetermined. Given the significant historically pro-Russian territorial and human component of Ukraine, this inevitably prompted an internal split, which is what happened.
The picture was complemented by a sharp increase in chauvinism. Even the European Parliament adopted a resolution back in 2012 condemning the surge in Ukrainian nationalism.
At the intra-Ukrainian level, the situation was intensified by interregional competition. Moreover, it developed both according to the traditional pattern of conflict between the “eastern” and “western” regions, where Yanukovych’s team represented the “Donetsk” ones, and intra-eastern confrontation. The rivalry between Donetsk and Dnepropetrovsk, from which Igor Kolomoisky and Yulia Tymoshenko came, the ambiguous position of the Kharkov leadership, the attempt to maneuver Odessa and the Nikolaev region, the eternal Ukrainian habit of the elite layers of “putting their eggs in different baskets” shifted the emphasis from a purely civilizational confrontation to a multifaceted conflict of elites and regional stereotypes.
The second process was the intensification of pro-Russian aspirations in the eastern and some central regions of Ukraine, provoked by “European integration,” fears of loss of one’s own identity, and the severance of multifaceted ties with the Russian world.
The third were patriotic processes in support of the fraternal population of Ukraine in Russia itself, initiated by the anti-Russian rhetoric of a significant part of Euromaidan and appeals from pro-Russian territories.
The nationalist government that came after the Maidan took the direct path of self-destruction of its fragile statehood. Intoxicated by the drug of lawlessness, the putschists first passed a law abolishing the regional status of the Russian language, and then completely questioned the legality and legitimacy of their own state. And they successfully succeeded.
The fact is that for a long time after the recognition of independence, modern Ukraine was in a certain conflict of mentality between the declared value guidelines and the legal and historical state personality.
On the one hand, after leaving the USSR, Ukraine was legally declared the legal successor of the Ukrainian SSR. On the other hand, a policy of “de-Sovietization” was pursued, the glorification of fighters against the Soviet regime, etc.
In fact, from the moment of independence, the leadership of Ukraine promoted the connection of modern Ukraine not with the Ukrainian SSR, but with the Ukrainian People's Republic (UNR), which existed after the fall of Tsarist Russia and before the formation of the Ukrainian SSR.
First, the creators of the UPR were glorified - M. Grushevsky, P. Skoropadsky and others, and later - the combat groups fighting for its independence - the Ukrainian Sich Riflemen, later the UPA, etc.
The last president of the UPR in exile, Mykola Plaviuk, on August 22, 1992, two days before the first anniversary of the declaration of independence of Ukraine, officially handed over to the first president of independent Ukraine Leonid Kravchuk in the Mariinsky Palace in Kiev a letter stating that Ukraine is the legal successor of the UPR.
This conflict persisted in Ukraine until May 2015, when P. Poroshenko signed laws regarding the decommunization of the state, effectively legitimizing the preconditions for the collapse of Ukraine.
President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko signed four laws: “On the condemnation of the communist and national socialist (Nazi) totalitarian regimes in Ukraine and the ban on the propaganda of their symbols”; “On access to the archives of the repressive bodies of the communist totalitarian regime of 1917–1991”; “On the perpetuation of the victory over Nazism in the Second World War of 1939–1945” and “On the legal status and memory of fighters for the independence of Ukraine in the twentieth century.”
These documents prohibit Soviet symbols, condemn the communist regime, open the archives of the Soviet intelligence services and recognize the UPA and other organizations as fighters for the independence of Ukraine.
The basic one is the Law “On the condemnation of the communist and national socialist (Nazi) totalitarian regimes in Ukraine and the prohibition of the propaganda of their symbols.”
Unlike declarations, concepts, strategies and other things, the Law forms a legal act and legal consequences (including criminal ones. For example, criminal liability for their violation was introduced - Article 4361 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine - restriction of freedom for up to five years or imprisonment for the same period with or without confiscation of property).
This document equates the communist regime with the Nazi (fascist). Hence the corresponding conclusions - a ban on propaganda, symbols and justification of the criminal actions of this regime.
The document enshrines at the legislative level the condemnation of the communist and Nazi regimes as criminal.
In particular: “Article 2. Condemnation of the communist and national socialist (Nazi) totalitarian regimes.”
1. The communist totalitarian regime of 1917–1991 in Ukraine is recognized as criminal and such that it pursued a policy of state terror, which was characterized by numerous violations of human rights in the form of individual and mass murders, executions, deaths, deportations, torture, forced labor and other forms of mass physical terror, persecution on ethnic, national, religious, political, class, social and other grounds, causing moral and physical suffering when using psychiatry for political purposes, violations of freedom of conscience, thought, expression, freedom of the press and lack of political pluralism and in connection with this condemned as incompatible with the fundamental rights and freedoms of man and citizen.
A situation has arisen, the obviousness, unambiguousness and consequences of which in this aspect can probably be fully assessed primarily by professional lawyers. After all, the criminalization of the Soviet period of Ukraine means the recognition of the illegal activities of state bodies of Soviet Ukraine and the consequences of the decisions they made. Including the annexation of new lands to the former territory of the UPR!
This was to some extent understood by the Ukrainian authorities, who were subsequently forced to adopt an amendment to this law, which legalized documents issued by Soviet institutions, but only that, and nothing more.
Quote: “The Verkhovna Rada clarified the previously adopted law “On the condemnation of the communist and national socialist (Nazi) totalitarian regimes in Ukraine and the ban on the propaganda of their symbols.” With their amendments, parliamentarians removed from the ban on the use of symbols battle flags and awards from the Second World War, as well as awards that were issued in 1991–2015 on the occasion of the anniversary of the Second World War. Also, documents of state bodies and local self-government bodies, educational and scientific institutions, organizations and enterprises adopted or issued before 1991 are no longer subject to the law.”46
It is worth paying attention to the period covered by the laws - 1917-1991. The activities of any government agencies of the USSR and Ukrainian SSR and the decisions they make (with the exception of documents issued to citizens) are recognized as illegal, and therefore do not have legal consequences.
Thus, the issue of the legal succession of modern Ukraine to the Ukrainian SSR was also closed, since the state cannot be the legal successor of an occupier-terrorist - just as the Federal Republic of Germany is not the legal successor of Hitler’s Germany, etc.
By now, legally, at the legislative level, modern Ukraine has become the legal successor of the UPR, as new representatives of the post-Maidan government have repeatedly stated.
Reference
On November 7 (20), 1917, the Central Rada, by its Third Universal Council, proclaimed the Ukrainian People's Republic (UNR) consisting of nine provinces: Kiev, Podolsk, Volyn, Chernigov, Poltava, Kharkov, Ekaterinoslav, Kherson and Tauride (northern counties, without Crimea).
As a result of the collapse of Austria-Hungary in 1918, the Western Ukrainian People's Republic (WUNR) was created on the territory of Galicia. The republic was proclaimed on the night of November 1 by the Sich Riflemen (Ukrainian national units within the Austro-Hungarian army). As a result, an armed uprising of Poles began in Lviv on the same day. These events served as a signal for the start of the Polish-Ukrainian war.
On January 22, 1919, the WUNR proclaimed the Act of Unification with the UPR - the “Act of Evil.”
In total, during the period 1917–1920, there were 16 self-proclaimed political entities on the territory of Ukraine.
At the end of January 1918, the Donetsk-Krivoy Rog Soviet Republic was also organized on the principles of national autonomy. Its power extended to the Kharkov, Ekaterinoslav, and partially Kherson provinces and to some areas of the Don Army.
None of the parallel republics on the territory of what was then Ukraine - Odessa, Donetsk-Krivoy Rog, etc. - were part of the UPR.
This gives all historical grounds for a number of Ukrainian territories, including Donbass, to claim return to the “parent states”.
Gradually in 2014, the concept of “Novorossiya” began to come into use, which, however, was not an independent political reference point for the rebels. Novorossiya was considered a geographical term, a historical precedent and a legal trick, akin to the formal declaration of independence of Crimea before joining Russia.
The designation of Novorossiya made it possible to create legal instruments for the isolation of a certain pro-Russian territory of Ukraine with its potential annexation to Russia. An alternative model in the form of the existence of Novorossiya as an independent but friendly satellite state was unrealizable in practice. The main owners of the “brand” at the “popular” level were initially Pavel Gubarev, who headed the political movement “Novorossiya” and controlled the Donetsk TV channel of the same name, and at the official status – Oleg Tsarev.
There were attempts to create smaller beneficiaries. At one time, for example, a certain Boris Borisov flashed in the information space, taking on no less than the role of “the main guide of Novorossiya.” In order to promote himself at the expense of an already promoted symbol, he even offered a place to Girkin in his non-existent government, but he did not share such great generosity.
Verkhovna Rada deputy and presidential candidate of Ukraine, Dnepropetrovsk businessman Oleg Tsarev, who made a clear statement with his pro-Russian statements, was declared Chairman of the Parliament of Novorossiya. Unfortunately, the suppression of popular protest in other pro-Russian regions will not give it the opportunity to launch. Because of this, the Novorossiya project will be frozen, and the brand itself, much later, according to the laws of political raiding, will be “squeezed out” from the previous owners by Igor Girkin, who will try to use it to promote his opposition domestic political movement, seriously marginalizing it. But this will no longer have anything to do with the fight for Donbass and Ukraine.
In the spring of 2014, events in Crimea and the subsequent entry of the peninsula into Russia played a big impetus to speed up the processes. “Walkers” from Donbass and other pro-Russian regions of Ukraine flocked to Crimea with a request to “do it like you do.” There were no legal prerequisites for a repetition of the Crimean scenario, but there was hope that the desperation and massiveness of the popular impulse would turn the situation around.
Those participating in the Crimean events responded to the call. Alexander Borodai and the forces behind him sent enthusiast Strelkov, who had committed a fine in Crimea, to the borders of the Donetsk region to study the situation and establish interaction with protest leaders. On the one hand, this took the person involved away from uncomfortable questions about the events in Crimea47. On the other hand, Borodai gave his friend a chance to rehabilitate himself by using his capabilities for a good cause.
Strelkov, realizing that it was not possible to become a hero in Crimea, went all-in and made his, which later became famous, “Slavic campaign”. This was a clear false start, because the situation had not yet “heated up” to the point where such extreme measures could be allowed. Among intelligence officers, there was even a discussion that Girkin was a “red herring” effect48.
But what happened, happened. It would be impossible to reverse or repeat later the actual intervention of the patriotic forces of the “mainland”.
Therefore, they began to make Strelkov a public symbol of the entire movement. It didn’t matter at all how much the TV image coincided with reality. It was more important to personify, mythologize and heroize resistance.
To do this, Alexander Borodai, together with his information assistant Sergei Kavtaradze, first concentrated their existing information resources, and then went through all influential patriotic circles to reach the level of central television channels. Thanks to the general enthusiasm for the “Crimean Spring”, they succeeded.
After this, Borodai will publicly take part in the events on the ground as the prime minister of the DPR. From that moment on, Russian volunteers took the lead in the Donetsk events, moving the situation in a new direction.
Leaders of the Donbass resistance in a rare moment of rest. In the photo (from left to right): First Deputy Chairman of the DPR Government, Chairman of the People's Council Andrei Purgin, Deputy Chairman of the DPR Provisional Government, Head of the DPR Special Committee Leonid Baranov, DPR Prime Minister Alexander Borodai, head of the organization "Stronghold of Donbass", Head of the DPR Alexander Zakharchenko, Chairman of the People's Council of the LPR Alexey Karyakin
 
Regarding Boroday
The situation before arriving in Donetsk was difficult, getting ready, solving home and work issues and other related problems took a lot of time, so all the nuances, characteristics and intricacies of what was happening had to be sorted out as we went, and this could only be fully done on the spot.
Naturally, I was interested in the question of who runs the republic. I had not heard anything about Alexander Yuryevich Borodai before the events. Having glanced briefly at the Internet, I learned that he was a Russian political strategist and the son of some Soviet philosopher. Didn't go into detail.
Borodai surprised me. I saw a person who created an absolutely civil impression during initial communication. Information was also confirmed about the philosophical trail and the obvious involvement of PR people and journalists in the party. Surrounded by brutal fighters there was an eccentric joker and informal person who was constantly smiling, laughing it off. His approach to organizing work was distinguished by ease and deliberate recklessness against the backdrop of fantastic unpunctuality, which became his calling card.
But, having looked closer, I realized that not everything is so simple.
Shirt-guy Sasha Borodai, in difficult moments, extreme situations or moments when he felt aggression or danger, quickly and radically changed. A completely different person was grinning through his good-natured shell. A cynical, tough and cruel adventurer with his own ideas about the boundaries of social norms. Absolutely without hesitation, breaking into Donbass through armed barriers, constantly rushing to the battlefield. As Andrei Purgin once jokingly said about him, “The Prime Minister with green knees,” because of the eternal grass-stained jeans in which he crawled “through the green stuff” on the front line. And suddenly it turned out that a civilian surrounded by militants was not a liberal at all, but an extremist under fire, greedily inhaling the air of war, constantly playing with his fate and life and not sparing others for the sake of a big idea to which he devoted everything he had. The soldiers and commanders felt this, reaching out to him not only as a formal boss, but also recognizing him as one of their own.
Boroday felt the need for a reliable comrade. Friendship gave him confidence in what was happening. It was not so much a matter of searching for an “older brother,” but rather a socio-psychological “elbow of support.” I think Strelkov acted as such a stabilizer for a long time, and his betrayal became extremely painful for Borodai. In Donbass, he tried to rely on Antyufeev, but for a number of reasons this was not fully successful. In partnership, Alexander Yuryevich sincerely opened up, demonstrating the utmost scrupulousness and decency in relationships.
Once, while discussing the essence of Nazism in general and Ukrainian in particular, I mentioned Haushofer and Julius Evola. The Prime Minister picked up the topic and delved into the theoretical aspects with a detailed knowledge of the geopolitical paradigm. And if I remembered some significant names and facts due to the recent defense of my dissertation and passing the corresponding candidate minimum, then Borodai showed an amazing depth of knowledge in the field of history, literature and philosophy in a very wide spectrum that went beyond educational and basic scientific standards . He mentioned names, dates and events of various eras casually, without at all trying to emphasize his education. He just knew, and that was enough.
When I decided to clarify for myself the biographical path of the DPR Prime Minister in more detail, I quickly understood what determined his intellectual baggage. In addition to a good basic education - the Faculty of Philosophy of Moscow State University and graduate school, this was explained by family. Alexander Borodai was the son of the famous philosopher Yuri Borodai in the Russian humanitarian community and outstanding in his fundamental contributions, the author of two intellectual bestsellers of the late Soviet and early post-Soviet eras - “The Theological Origins of Kant’s Categorical Imperative” and “Erotics. Death. Taboo”, as well as the earlier and deeply Christian forerunner of the wretched “Da Vinci Code” - “Pastorals of Late Stalinism”.
Moreover, Yuri Borodai stood out among the elite of Soviet classical humanists. It was he who was the author of the theory of the “Third Way” of Russian development, which rejected both liberalism and communism, dependence on the West and East, and justified the absolute self-sufficiency of Russia. And it was Yuri Methodieich who remained the main philosophical ideologist of the “Russian neo-imperialism” from the early nineties. In 1994, for the first time for patriots, he formulated an unexpected idea that the Russians who remained in the new republics after the collapse of the USSR are real, “first-class” Russians:
“...The more powerful the grassroots peripheral tendencies towards unification become, the more uncomfortable the “democratic” demagogues who seized power on the wave of a total denial of our centuries-old historical heritage feel... And I am sure that no future leadership of Russia will be able to become at least somewhat stable and long-term, if at least purely declaratively it does not formulate the principle of national unification as the main goal of its policy. The supporting core of this principle is already clear: without Belarus, Eastern Ukraine and Novorossiya, without Crimea and the Russian part of Kazakhstan, Russia cannot live.
After all, today there are millions of Russians outside Russian borders, whose genetic inclinations are different from those who live in the central regions. We should not forget that the most passionate, mobile and capable part of the Russian peasant population fled from the central regions during collectivization, settling in the peripheral regions. Today they are there - the backbone of the military-industrial complex and local engineering and technical personnel, doctors, teachers, and military personnel. They feel entirely Russian, and they are not on the same page with local independent politicians...”49
Thus, there was direct continuity. The son put into practice his father’s theoretical developments.
Once, while talking about the past, Alexander Borodai casually mentioned “Uncle Sasha” and “Uncle Lev.” Having clarified who we were talking about, I was amazed. “Uncle Sasha” was Alexander Zinoviev, whose books on sociology I read many years ago. His “Yawning Heights” contributed to the formation of my youthful worldview. Well, “Uncle Left” turned out to be Lev Gumilyov. The stories about his difficult relationship with his mother Anna Akhmatova and his thorny personal life were surprising in their original everyday spontaneity. As I later learned, Zinoviev and Gumilev with Yuri Borodai published joint articles. And it was Yuri Borodai who wrote a scandalous review of Gumilyov’s book “Ethnogenesis and the Biosphere of the Earth,” where the theory of passionarity was formulated.
In addition to his professional relationships, Borodai aroused my personal sympathy. Apart from Alexander Zakharchenko, he was one of the few with whom truly friendly relations arose in the Donbass, since the position I held did not imply excessive familiarity. Gradually putting together the elements of his biography and life path and asking him about it, I formed an idea for myself which road led Borodai to Donbass. It was more than natural. The path of a patented Muscovite, who had every chance of becoming a refined liberal, was, however, adjusted, implicated, tempered, consolidated and sealed by a personal penchant for adventurism, paternal behests, sincere patriotism and adrenaline addiction.
In 1992, from the end of June to August, a young student of the Faculty of Philosophy of Moscow State University, Sasha Borodai, volunteers to go to war in Transnistria, where he fights as part of a territorial combined detachment (TCO - which will later be reformatted into the Border Troops of the Ministry of State Security of the PMR). His unit was based in the direction of the village of Kopanka in the settlements of Kitskany - Kremenchuk.
At the end of the war, he returned to Moscow and continued his studies in the third year of the Faculty of Philosophy of Moscow State University. At the same time he begins to do business. Through an acquaintance, Mikhail Ivanov, he arranges most of the volunteers for the security service of the Bauman Moscow State Technical University, where he himself was employed, supervising security shifts. In the building, which would later become the MSTU club, its fighters stored weapons. In 2016, together with Borodai, in these premises we will present the “Donbass Volunteer” badge to Ivan Okhlobystin.
At the same time, he continues to participate in the patriotic movement. Elected head of the Security Service of the short-lived National Salvation Front. In 1993, he took part in events to defend the White House (Supreme Council of Russia) in confrontation with Boris Yeltsin. Almost his entire volunteer company, which participated in the defense of the PMR, went with him. The headquarters of the unit became a premises on Povarskaya Street, which would later house the fashionable restaurant “El Gauchito”.
During the events, he took part in the assault on Ostankino, in which his comrade Vladislav Shurygin, who later became a famous war correspondent, was wounded in the leg. It was Borodai who would be next to him at this moment, being directly subordinate to General Makashov. He took part in negotiations with the Vityaz unit and on the morning of October 4, together with his soldiers, left the White House, which only Vasily Fimin, who died there, refused to leave.
He identified himself exclusively as a Russian nationalist with an emphasis on patriotism. After the events, he was invited to the newspaper “Zavtra”. At this time, he graduated from Moscow State University and entered graduate school.
In 1994, Borodai underwent the then existing military internship from the military department in the Kantemirovsky division. There he met with those who were on the other side of the barricades during the storming of the White House. He began writing military essays and was invited to work at RIA Novosti as a war correspondent.
Since the end of 1994, he has been on constant business trips to Grozny. He was published in RIA without indicating his last name, like the bulk of the correspondents. At that time, on behalf of RIA, on behalf of the leadership, I wrote a memo to Viktor Chernomyrdin on the situation in Chechnya. While telling this, Borodai laughed, remembering how he reprinted it in a huge font for the convenience of the then prime minister. This is how I worked in 1995 and 1996.
At that time, Shurygin brought him together with the then popular Alexander Nevzorov50, but did not immediately work with him due to the pompousness and inadequacy of the fashionable newsmaker. Then Borodai was invited by Alexander Prokhanov to the newspaper “Zavtra” as a military observer. There he was already published under his own name. Borodai would later create the Internet television channel Den-TV.
Then, due to a lack of money, Alexander Yuryevich again returned from purely military journalism to business, where he took up PR and lobbying. The first big case in which I rose was in relation to Sibneft. From that time on, the basis of the business was mainly PR, including in the newspaper “Zavtra”.
At that time, he was already friends with Igor Girkin, whom he involved in business matters, giving him the opportunity to earn extra money. The acquaintance with him took place at the demonstration on May 9, 1996 through Olga Kulygina, who was a medical instructor in Transnistria and knew both of them from that time. The relationship quickly grew into a trusting and friendly one, and Borodai became the godfather of Girkin’s first child.
As a military correspondent, at that time he became involved in Tajikistan, since after the Peace of Khasavyurt the topic of Chechnya at that time began to fade away. From 1996 to 1999, Borodai regularly visited Tajikistan, which was torn apart by the consequences of a bloody civil war. Most often he worked with the 201st Division. He made many trips with psychological operations units and division reconnaissance.
On business and related matters he had a visit to Afghanistan.
At the same time, he began to study Ukraine.
In 1999, the second Chechen war began. From the very beginning of August 1999 I went there. Girkin went with him, for whom he provided journalist documents. In the service, Girkin’s business trip was not approved for a long time; he needed it to move up the career ladder, and simply for patriotic drive. By that time, Alexander Yuryevich already had many connections in the military environment, and Borodai, through the internal troops magazine “At a Combat Post,” with the assistance of the then editor Vladimir Sheremet, provided Girkin with the documents of a war correspondent, which allowed him to travel with Borodai.
There, Alexander fights and works in the “Kadar zone” in the 8th special forces detachment of the internal troops, in which he had been since the beginning of 1996 and was friends with its commander Vladimir Ivanov. Then Novolatsky district. The next time Borodai entered Chechnya was in January 2000. Personally took part in the second assault on Grozny. He was surrounded in the Zavodskoy district of Grozny, the unit in which he was located suffered significant losses in killed and wounded.
Then he returned to Moscow again and continued his business, but the next year, 2001, he again went to Chechnya with Girkin, where he was stationed in the Vedeno district, in the Khatuni camp that later became widely known.
I asked Boroday: “Alexander Yuryevich, why were you there? You were already a wealthy, established, respectable person,” to which he received the answer: “For myself.” Obviously, the basic motive for him was military action and patriotism. Self-realization.
And again business. In 2003, Igor Girkin returns from Chechnya with a new young wife. He began to have serious problems with money for living, and he turned to Boroday with a request for help. Alexander Yuryevich provided him with “outsourcing” in the form of an alternative to the service for confidential paid activities, including from those whom Girkin would later publicly curse.
At this time, Borodai was developing projects in business and politics, supporting elections. He developed as a professional and respected PR man and lobbyist.
Alexander Borodai at a rally in Donetsk, May 2014
By that time, I had met Konstantin Malofeev51, with whom I was implementing a project to lobby for the adoption of the Law banning the promotion of homosexuality in Russia. The law was very difficult.
Work was also actively developed in Ukraine. The main part of it still remains confidential, only small sparks from time to time pierce the sky. For example, the owner of one of the central Ukrainian TV channels “1 + 1”, Alexander Rodnyansky, admitted in his interview that back in 2006 he collaborated with Borodai in the fight against the oligarch Igor Kolomoisky52.
Later, from the very beginning of the Crimean events, Alexander Boroday became an adviser to Sergei Aksenov, where he attracted a number of his personal connections, including Igor Girkin.
The apotheosis of this path was Donetsk. Alexander Borodai will become a unique case in the processes of struggle for independence of young states and armed conflicts. Neither before nor after him there are examples when a resident and citizen of the Russian Federation, a Muscovite, even for a short time, headed any state or territory outside of Russia. Of course, the leaders of South Ossetia, Abkhazia, and Transnistria had Russian citizenship. But they were all locals who received Russian passports. Borodai created an exclusive historical precedent.
 
About volunteers and militias
Evolution of protest
The armed forces of Donbass have become a unique phenomenon in the post-Soviet space. This is the only army that consists entirely, one hundred percent, of volunteers, some of whom do not receive any salary at all and provide a significant part of their military and basic needs either at personal expense or with money from benefactors. This is the dream of any government.
The composition of the militia and volunteers (with a simple classifying difference that the militias were local, and the volunteers were from Russia and other countries) was heterogeneous and changed significantly at different periods in the development of events in the Donbass. One of the prominent volunteers once, in a conversation with me, even suggested his own system for assessing this dynamics. He highlighted several chronological stages, which I clarified and supplemented.
The first is political, from the beginning of the organization of unrest until approximately the second half of May 2014. The composition of the protest participants was largely civilian. People came forward, counting on the Crimean scenario, inclined mainly to political protest in various forms. I was attracted by the movement of a purely political mass mess and the opportunity to defend my principles. There were many idealists, restless people who hoped to realize themselves in the general turmoil.
The second is political-military, from mid-May to the end of June 2014. To be precise, it began to end after the battles for Donetsk airport. But many participants in the first stage initially considered that battle and other local clashes to be isolated incidents and began to leave the war when the armed clashes grew into regular ones. Although some ran immediately.
At this time, weapons had already been used, and it had already become clear that military clashes and losses could not be avoided. But there was still hope that the situation was fleeting and would quickly end either with political concessions to the new Ukrainian government or with Russian military intervention. Many traveled with the same motives as in Crimea. There were many patriots, people of political protest and prone to wartime romance.
At the first stage of the confrontation, the militia solved the problem of the lack of military equipment using improvised means
The third is military volunteer, from the end of June to the second half of August 2014. The most difficult period. A period of retreats, loss of territory, lack of understanding of any clear prospects. Those who came during this period were filled with the brightest motivation. Volunteers of this period rode to their death, rode to protect the executed civilian population of Donbass, despite the lack of state support and understanding of their future fate.
The losses became massive. Since most of the volunteers did not report their real data, and in many units personnel records were simply not kept, at that time it was often possible to encounter a situation where the dead were buried simply under numbers. "Soldier 1, Soldier 2" and so on. The time is still ahead to search for unknown soldiers of the Donbass war and evaluate their feat.
The fourth is a combined military-militia force. From mid-August 2014 to spring 2015. Victories were won in key battles, and it became clear that the DPR was turning into a long-term project. The militia began to transform into regular military corps (called “people's militia” according to the original “militia” historical meaning of the word53), and a unified control system was gradually built. Short-term participation of volunteers in local detachments or separate units grew into relatively permanent military service.
The fifth is the militia army. Spring 2015 – spring 2016. A full-fledged army structure of a hybrid of the regular army of the DPR and volunteer military structures has been formed. The service became permanent, based on military rules and regulations.
Sixth – spring 2016 – present. Localization. Russian volunteers are gradually leaving the DPR army; it is turning into a local army structure.
Some “professional patriots at a distance” say a lot that if Russia declared war on Ukraine, then and only then would they go there. I think this is nonsense. Everyone who wanted to go, went. Those who talk about their readiness to defend their brothers, history, the memory of their ancestors, the destroyed civilian population exclusively under the official auspices of Russia, with guarantees of status, awards and benefits, are hypocrites and talkers or simply trained performers who have no place in such controversial military-political processes where freedom of choice and personal assessments, and not an order from above, are the basic motivator, which should already be followed by a common system, a single plan and accountability to the interests of the Motherland. They may be counting on some personal bonuses and preferences, but most likely they are not striving for selfless goals.
DPR, tank refueling, July 2014
And we must honestly say that some part of Russian society simply reacted rather indifferently to the events in Ukraine. Therefore, in addition to cowards and talkers, for many, participation and support for the Donbass processes simply did not become a vital need. A significant part of Russians sincerely worried about the residents of Donbass and donated material things. But sacrifice of money and sacrifice of life are completely different levels of empathy.
There is no doubt that if at the stage of the spring-summer of 2014 the number of Russian volunteers and local militias had been significantly larger, and the overall figures had been comparable to the forces that Kiev fielded, then the Russian leadership would have had more grounds to accept more unambiguous solutions.
This is probably due not so much to the lack of interest in events in Ukraine, but to the state of society itself. Certain milestones of consolidation must be achieved after a long period of social destruction. A one-time restoration of passionarity is impossible. And to achieve this, it is necessary to go through stages, one of which is the events in Donbass.
And for future generations and the events of the rebooted country, the current Russian volunteers of Donbass will become the first wave of new heroes.
In the general internal militia situation, the Cossacks stood out. Here you need to understand that the Cossacks in the warring Donbass have never been a single integrated structure. Rather, under his guise there were many large and small detachments, each of which showed itself in different ways. At the same time, it is necessary to distinguish between visiting Cossacks and local Cossacks. The degree of contribution to the overall victories and to further problems among these groups was different.
It was the Russian Cossack volunteers who were the first to go to help the people of Donbass. The Rostov base "Minplit" became a launching pad for hundreds of patriots.
In the Lugansk direction, Ataman Nikolai Kozitsyn especially stood out, who at some stage actually isolated part of the territory of the LPR, acting, according to the general tradition, as one of the appanage princes and at the same time protecting it from the enemy. There were also independent atamans of a lower rank, controlling “their” settlements.
In the DPR the situation had its own specifics. At first, some of the Cossack units fought exclusively on their own, while others came for a short time to take part in hostilities as part of “Vostok”, “Oplot” or other formations.
Cossack volunteers carried out the defense of a number of the most important strategic directions, and also formed the backbone of a significant part of the militia units. And it was they, under the auspices of the Vostok battalion, whose fourth and fifth bases they used only as bases and resources, that for a long time were the basis of the defense of Saur-Mogila54. The detachments of Filin, Plastuns, the Cossack Baklanovsky regiment, and the “Wolf Hundred” demonstrated outstanding courage.
After the rapid post-August increase in all armed structures began, the Cossacks did not remain aloof from these processes.
The bulk of the Cossack formations began to go under the auspices of Igor Nikolaevich Bezler, enlarging and expanding his possessions, although a number of groups and detachments continued to maintain independence. This situation continued until Bes left the DPR in November 2014.
And then the Cossacks were left without unconditional authority. Temporarily, the local Donetsk ataman Yuri Safronenko, call sign “Batya” (such a “rare” call sign) acted as such.
From that moment on, the Cossack name was seriously discredited. Bati's structures were noticed in numerous illegal facts. And against this background, they actually did not recognize the central role of the governments of Donetsk and Lugansk.
- Comrade Minister! How can we agree to give us a couple of regional police departments and the Sokol market so that officially it will be ours alone? And appoint our Cossacks as deputies in the elections to the People's Council. We'll come to an agreement with whoever we need. Twenty to thirty people are needed.
Sitting in front of me, Yuri Safronenko’s assistant, a former investigator of the Ukrainian police, who is now the head of the “operational department” with the call sign “Lawyer” in the ranks of the local Donetsk Cossacks Bati, makes a tragicomic impression. The parasitic words “agree” and “shoot” are constantly heard. Their proximity forms a unique structure of what is spoken.
Poorly delivered speech, low general educational level, ignorance of basic legal norms (for the Ukrainian police this is almost the rule) are more than compensated for by the arrogance and intoxication of the power of the armed forces standing behind him.
He behaves with me in an emphatically polite manner, demonstrating reverence. But the essence of his requests clearly reflects the chaos that is now happening in the heads of these people and their actions. As far as I know, after some time he will be killed by his own people.
Then, in April-May 2015, all of them will be disarmed by the structures of the Ministry of State Security, the Ministry of Internal Affairs with the support of the army, and those responsible for the crimes will be arrested.
At the same time, a considerable part of the absolutely combative, living only by the ideals of military confrontation for defended values and ideas, standing on the front line and fighting with dignity in Cossack regalia, fell under a general wave of negativity. It turned out that the violations of some discredited the glorious name of real heroes.
And then the independent military structures of the Cossacks were disbanded, the most problematic groups were disarmed, and their activists were detained. From that moment on, the Cossack units entered the created system of corps of the armed forces of the republics and ceased their independent existence.
Difference between militias and volunteers
Volunteers and militias often differed significantly in their motivations. If volunteers mainly came for ideological reasons, basing their choice on personal principles, ideals, the Russian World, and the need to protect the weak, then the militias were often less ideologically motivated, although, of course, there were many people with strong political aspirations. And this is quite understandable.
After all, one of the main motives for the locals was that a stranger came to their house. He is trying to capture him and impose his own rules. The Ukrainian side, especially the nationalist, so-called “volunteer” units, were distinguished by completely unlimited actions. Constant looting, rape, robbery, murder of civilians, sophisticated bullying, reprisals against undesirables, repression of dissidents evoked an adequate attitude.
Here, of course, the original “Donbass” mentality should be taken into account. These places were imbued with the spirit of violent freemen, mixed with camps, ethnic re-sorting, combined with hard and dangerous physical labor. Nowhere else have I seen such a widespread use of the surname “Wild,” and this is no coincidence. It was also no coincidence that their bandit compatriots, who followed the worthy volunteers from the Caucasus, were quickly expelled, ingloriously and soon completing their attempts at dominance in the Slavic environment, which had become customary in recent times.
The general Donbass character was superimposed on the specificity of Donetsk urban patriotism, conditioned by many years of relationships between the local population and various governments and centers, when real patriotism was considered exclusively regional. There are few places where you can find such sincere love for your city. Often its residents took part in the defense, not for the Russian World, and not out of revenge against the enemy, but simply because strangers wanted to enter THEIR city.
At the very beginning, I noticed this quality in Khodakovsky, considering it a character trait. He, who was initially skeptical about both the idea of the DPR and Novorossiya, a career employee of the SBU special forces, had the main thing that pushed him to fight, and this was precisely his love for Donetsk. Then, looking around, I realized that this feeling was everywhere in the city.
The other side of this coin was the willingness to fight only for one’s home. Often people were ready to heroically fight to the death in their area, but were not at all eager to move on. For example, the Petrovsky district of Donetsk was the most heavily shelled in the city. The long-suffering Marinka and Krasnogorovka abutted it, bending around on both sides, and the area itself was subjected to merciless artillery shelling. The enemy repeatedly planned to take it, both by undertaking provocations and local attacks, and by accumulating significant military forces around the area. On the eve of the elections to the People's Council of the DPR, we became aware of the enemy's plan to cut off the area, enter it and hold it for as long as possible. This, on the one hand, formed a springboard for further advance into the city. On the other hand, it gave reason to declare that during the elections there were battles in the city and part of it was actually under the control of Ukraine.
But it was not there. Residents of the area formed layered defense lines. They themselves first organized themselves into self-defense units, which later became part of the armed forces of the republic. Mainly in "Oplot". And the enemy froze in front of Petrovka. However, they were ready to fight mainly in the Petrovsky district...
This situation created difficulties for further offensive actions. The calculation of militias ready to fight, moving forward into the well-fortified defensive lines of Ukrainian forces, gave disappointing results. It turned out that the further we moved, the more we would lose local people who were lagging behind in their settlements. The Ukrainians resolved such issues with nationalist detachments, but we certainly would never act using such methods.
The format of the militia, which at that time was quite different from the regular army, naturally did not allow people to be forced to fight. When at the end of July 2014 Strelkov proposed carrying out a complete forced mobilization, the rest of the Cabinet of Ministers was categorically against it precisely for the reasons of the actual rejection of the idea of the militia and copying the actions of Ukraine with their coercive measures.
Problems of formation of the managerial class and the Russian factor
Burnt by the fires of emotions,
We walk through life stubbornly,
The cutest freaks
With twisted brains.
By the end of autumn, those who considered themselves more managers than warriors were increasingly moving from Russia to the republic. When it was really hot, there were only a few of them. The most striking example of a civilian volunteer who rushed headlong into the thick of it was the former governor of the Pskov region, Evgeny Mikhailov,55 who, on his own initiative, arrived from Russia in Donetsk in July 2014. But such cases were rare at that time.
The number of enthusiastic managers began to increase as the republic strengthened and the danger of military confrontation decreased. Almost all of them were either pensioners or retirees, military or civilian. Many of them would later be called secret Russian soldiers simply by virtue of having Russian citizenship, which was far from the truth, but the comrades themselves often did not deny this, leaving it foggy. The appearance of such was quite natural. The Russian world cannot be built only by force of arms.
The main problem of this new wave of visitors (not all of them, of course) was the lack of any reason to look down on the locals, despite the fact that some allowed themselves to do so. Taking advantage of someone else's authority, some of those who at home were inconspicuous gray armchair worms, most often long written off for retirement or in reserve, in Donbass spread their feathers and, taking advantage of Russia's halo, puffed out their cheeks. Khlestakovism went off scale.
Donetsk residents experienced war and sorrows that such characters could never even dream of. Stories about how “I have four wars behind me” often meant, at best, sitting through these wars at headquarters under the protection of regular Russian troops. And past regalia were not important. This war required new exploits. But the merit of some visiting hangers-on was only that, by chance, they came from the greater Motherland.
There were even more of those who preferred to sympathize with Donbass and the ideas, the battle for which was taking place on its site, from a distance, giving assessments, categorically labeling the combatants and other direct participants in the process. There was a parade of militant quiet people on the Internet, furiously demanding a big war while completely denying their participation in it. Moreover, each of these had an individual set of explanations for the reasons for their weakness.
Many of them, in principle, are incapable of action, letting off all their patriotic steam in endless virtual and office battles, chatter and articles on the Internet, where they erected idols and appointed scoundrels. More often than not, this had little in common with objective reality. Inevitably, an allusion to famous characters from the imperishable “Golden Calf” by Ilf and Petrov suggested itself.
“Almost all of them were wearing pique vests and patriotic baseball caps. Some even wore T-shirts with the words “USSR” on them. Others, in any weather, tried to wear army or fisherman camouflage, plastered with bright chevrons, where the word “Novorossiya” always appeared, despite the fact that a significant part of their wearers had never fought, and some had never even been to the Donbass. Vests were in fashion, which were probably associated with Novorossiya, for which they had to be torn.
Here, at various forums, the fragments of all kinds of volunteer organizations, jingoistic projects, indoor analysts, beggars who know how to get rich for the whole country at once, advertising copywriters, militias rejected by both the Russian and Donbass military systems, eternal “fighters against the regime” and other leaders of the nobility, who withered due to the decline of patriotic intensity in the media and the decline in streams and turbulent rivers of sponsorship and humanitarian aid, some of which made it possible to so successfully combine the spiritual need for Great Russia from Sri Lanka to Timisoara with the solution of personal needs, useless military pensioners , exalted ladies, clever Ukrainian rogues posing as the leaders of the beginning of the Donbass-Novorossiysk revolution, crazy clerks, bankrupt small businessmen and other riffraff.
Once upon a time they gathered here to discuss how to “kill seven in one fell swoop.” The ashes of Klaas persistently knocked on the inflamed consciousness. Now they were drawn here, to the familiar corner of the Internet and office parties, by a long-term habit and the need to scratch their tongues. They read the website of the “Novorossiya movement” every day - they did not respect the “pro-Kremlin Surkov” resources - and everything that happened in the world was considered as a prelude to the “drain of Novorossiya”. The drain of Novorossiya was their personal constant in life, which explained why they found themselves left out of what was happening. Once upon a time, at the beginning of events, Novorossiya, as the forerunner of Russian expansion or the key to the pro-Russian federalization of Ukraine, had such tangible chances and everything was so cheerful and, as it seemed to them, immediately resolved the complex problems of Russian society and the state as a whole, brought meaning to the gray the existence of many that the “legend of Novorossiya” still cast a golden shine on their bright corner, while giving the most cunning and calculating of them the opportunity to ensure their own financial and political existence.
– Have you read about the last meeting in the Normandy format? - one pique vest addressed another pique vest. – Lavrov’s speech?
– Lavrov is the head! - the asked vest answered in such a tone as if he was convinced of this on the basis of many years of acquaintance with the diplomat.
– Have you read what speech Strelkov made at a meeting of supporters in St. Petersburg, this cradle of the revolution?
- Well, what can we talk about... Strelkov is the head! Listen, Maxim,” he addressed the third in a greasy T-shirt. – What can you say about Strelkov?
“I’ll tell you frankly,” the T-shirt answered, “don’t put your finger in Strelkov’s mouth.” I personally wouldn't put my finger on it.
And, not at all embarrassed by the fact that Strelkov would never have allowed Maxim to put his finger in his mouth, the T-shirt continued:
- But no matter what you say, I’ll tell you frankly - Babkin is still a head too.
Pique vests raised the shoulders. They did not deny that Babkin was also a head. But most of all, Dugin consoled them.
- Dugin! - they said passionately. - This is the head! He and his Noomachia project with the idea of battles between tradition and modernity...
“I’ll tell you frankly, Monsieur Yegor,” whispered Maxim, “everything is all right.” Malofeev has already agreed to Novorossiya, but do you know under what conditions?
The pique vests gathered closer and stretched out their chicken necks.
– Provided that Odessa and Mariupol are declared free cities. Malofeev is the head. After all, they need ports to sell their coal and metal to someone? We will sell through the ports.
At this announcement the eyes of the assembled patriots sparkled. They have wanted to sell for many years,
– Strelkov is the head! - they said, sighing. – Dugin is also a head.
When our hero woke up from his thoughts, he saw that he was being held tightly by the side of his jacket by an unfamiliar “Novorossian” in a crushed cap and greasy camouflage with two dozen multi-colored chevrons. The fake award bar with foam rubber and plastic signs of non-existent awards slid to the side, and through a large hole in the open jacket one could see the outline of a flag with crossed stripes on it and Stalin’s profile with the encircling monogram “I will not forget the Ice March.”
“And I’m telling you,” the mummer shouted in his ear, “that Putin will not take this bait!” He won't take this bait! Do you hear?
– Reshetnikov is the head! - rushed after. “And Aksenov is the head...”
And the truth was that the main real motive for such behavior among the majority was fear. Fear of death, injury. Or the fear of being banned from entering Europe and America. Fear of sanctions or possible criminal prosecution. But always banal fear. And I personally knew a lot of those who were simply afraid to prove their pretentious rantings with deeds.
...Late autumn 2014. I managed to escape to Moscow for three days. I need to resolve a number of work issues and see my family.
Evening in one of the Moscow restaurants. With dazed eyes I look at the carefree Muscovites, feeling like a cadet at a military university, on leave for the first time after the “quarantine” from KMB56 and amazed that the world does not march in formation, in uniform, sleeps not only after lights out and does not salute the senior in rank. I duck down reflexively from loud, sharp sounds.
The person who invited me to the restaurant, whom I consider my friend, is sitting opposite. We talk about Donbass, people and their troubles.
Vladimir is excited. Adjusting his glasses and gesticulating, he demands to take him with him to Donetsk.
- Vova, why do you need this?
- And why do you need it?! Why did you go?
– Volodya, well, we’ve talked about this many times. I have a cart and a small cart. I am Ukrainian, and what is happening there resonates with me. Odessa is my hometown, and one of the impetus for the train was the events of the second of May. And I couldn’t do it any other way. Every day I eagerly read news about this war. Jump from site to site. Look for grains of truth in the streams of lies and propaganda. I could not look at the photographs of murdered children with indifference. At the same time, I understand that events of global scale and consequences are happening nearby, and at this time I spend week after week in empty worries. And I believe in Russia. I believe that once again, through grief and suffering, she will be reborn. With an integral and important part in the form of Ukraine. Which I love too much to watch from the sidelines as it slides into the irrevocable swamp of militant madness. That's why I'm there now.
- Why do you think it’s different for me? Am I a freak, or something, who looks indifferently at the death of people? Or do I not want to take part in something big?! Moreover, I am sure that I can be useful!
I'm thinking about what really can. A military pensioner, a colonel, who has considerable experience in operational work, who now occupies in Moscow, under my patronage, one of the mid-level positions in an industrial corporation, he can really give a lot to Donetsk. I really need a pedantic and meticulous leader in a good way, on whom I could rely without hesitation.
On the other hand, I know his family well. And if something happens to him, I won’t forgive myself. It’s one thing to be responsible for your life, and another thing to be responsible for your comrade.
I spent a long time trying to dissuade Vladimir from his decision. He resists. Talks about patriotism and human destiny. He talks about the officer's honor and that he feels the need for it.
I hesitate.
Having left for Donetsk and continuing this conversation in fits and starts over the phone and on Skype for quite a long time, I will dissuade Volodya, and he will continue to insist.
As a result, I recommend that he take the initiative himself, and I will support it. That's how it works. We are considering Vladimir for the position of First Deputy Minister of State Security of the DPR. My deputy.
For several months, Vova has been preparing to go to Donbass. At work, he negotiates long vacations at his own expense. Everyone knows that he is going to Donetsk. Admiring women groan about his dangerous decision, stern men simply shake his hand and hug. He buys several sets of uniforms and a bunch of medicines. He himself becomes stern and mysterious. Everyone around me understands. Vova goes to war. Our hero. Our protector.
At this time, I am preparing a workplace for my now, in every sense of the word, combat friend. I'm setting up a work office. I appoint him a secretary. I put two cars in reserve - for him and an escort. I select personal security personnel based on height and build. A relatively comfortable place of residence has been chosen. And most importantly, I am keeping the very position of my first deputy for operational activities vacant. I'm not preparing a replacement for myself. For what? A trusted friend is coming to see me. Therefore, the presence of another competent deputy for operational work could put an end to the implementation of my friend’s decision, on which he has been insisting so stubbornly and for a long time.
And so the Debaltsevo operation ended. A truce has been declared. And finally we managed to recruit the first small batch of retirees in Russia who agreed to participate in the further construction of the MGB. So what if the main hot phase of the war has passed and the key stage of creating the department has been overcome. Well done anyway. No joke, well done. There is still a lot of work ahead; the first steps, albeit important, have been taken. The main star in the group, naturally, is Vladimir.
One day before the group leaves. Message on Skype:
“I weighed everything and decided to cancel the trip.”
Wow! As they say in one joke, I have never seen such numbers in the circus. Motive, Vova, what is the motive?!
And then a wild thing becomes clear. Until recently, my friend, it turns out, believed that in this story he would be able to receive some material bonuses. I thought that at the last moment it would turn out that this event had serious preferences. And when it turned out that there really were no gingerbread, but only what our parquet officers love to talk about at meals - the honor of serving, and, if necessary, dying for the Motherland, then it all ended right there. Moreover, until recently, the version about altruistic motives was voiced to me. And here it is for you.
Crap! How so! I had to hand over cases to him in the future! This position is vacant! I arranged everything for Vladimir’s arrival. After my assurances behind my back, they wait for him with terrible impatience and consider him a desirable boss!
We have to fix everything in fire mode. As a result, the chain of events built up because of what happened will lead to serious problems with the ministry, the murder of my deputy for personnel Oleg Kazak and a number of other tragic incidents.
So I didn't have a friend. Moreover. Man is prone to self-justification. Therefore, cowardice, destructive and withering, beyond the distant threshold of which there is no longer one’s own guilt, but only the world in general, which is to blame for your weakness and meanness, and the one whom you betrayed, in particular, becomes a new fact of existence. A world where self-justification is always higher than admitting one's vileness.
Many people were afraid to go to Donbass. One of those who passionately discussed the fate of Novorossiya and Donbass in restaurants and on the stands of Russia, but did not go there, simply being cowardly.
Some of them turned out to be more cunning, stalling for time until relative stability, after which it would be possible to break out into the “combat space”, but without war. Then, when it’s no longer so scary.
And here, for some, their wormhole manifested itself in full breadth.
There could be all sorts of situations, but it always seemed to me that when you arrive to your brothers after the end of the active combat phase, you should feel shame for not being there when it was hot. Where were you when they attacked the city, and why not here?! In the most difficult and hopeless moments?! Although they are shooting now, then and now, as they say, are two big differences. Why, at least now, have you never been to the front line, just to see what it’s like there?! Not a master's business?! (Next, I inevitably remember the phrase with which our trip to Donbass began. About the trenches.)
But according to the well-known habit of slaves who were briefly allowed to imitate their masters, some allowed themselves to behave inappropriately. Because of this, problems periodically arose with the decline in the authority of the “mainland”, although, of course, there were different people, including absolutely worthy ones.
And it’s simply awkward to describe some situations in the entertainment establishments of Donetsk, the main characters of which were the “Russian specialists” who quickly became their main regulars, whom their loved ones thought of as heroes who at this time, “without sparing their stomachs, offer their chests for Russia "57.
In this sense, managers coming from Russia since the spring of 2015 have merged into one stream with Donetsk residents returning from Ukraine and again from Russia, who in quite significant numbers represent those who fled at the start of the war.
An absurd situation began to develop. The most patriotic residents of Donetsk and other settlements in the region, who survived the most difficult military stages of destruction, death and hunger, who proved their love for their land, began to be pushed into the background by Russian snobs and their fugitive Ukrainian “comrades in arms.” It is clear that Thomas Carlyle’s formula “Every revolution is conceived by romantics, carried out by fanatics, and inveterate scoundrels enjoy its fruits” is universal, but this is not a reason to put up with this state of affairs.
On the one hand, there was indeed an acute shortage of qualified managers. I have more than once observed a situation where another social experiment was being conducted. A sincere patriot of Donbass was hired and appointed to a prominent leadership position. Most often, this led to complete paralysis of the entrusted sphere. The man did not know basic standards and principles of leadership. There were also attempts to promote junior and mid-level employees through several levels, who had proven their dedication. Sometimes they worked, but more often they didn't.
The fact is that in all previous years, the system formed by local oligarchs covered all more or less noticeable spheres of life. And if you had good managerial qualities and talents, you inevitably came to the attention of the relevant state or public structures controlled by Akhmetov, Taruta and others. Only certain narrow segments of opposition activity (and not all of them) and very rare activists were not drawn into these networks. Therefore, we had to try to quickly generate new managers or reformat old ones on the fly.
It should be understood that the volunteer movement in Russia changed not only Donbass and Ukraine, but also Russia itself.
The fact is that representatives of all Russian political forces, at least representing something in terms of power potential, took part in the events in Donbass.
In addition to those unconditionally loyal to the official Russian state platform, communists managed to fight there (in the Prizrak brigade they had a whole detachment, and the unit in the city of Bryanka LPR was called “Bryanka USSR”), right-wing radicals (“E.N.O.T. corp.", DSHRG "Rusich" and other groups), organizations of Russian nationalists, left-wing radicals led by the "National Bolsheviks", the now famous monarchists with their "Imperial Legions" and other units, military Cossack formations (and here it immediately became clear who " mummer,” and who is a real Cossack), football fans who formed not only the Ukrainian Azov battalion, but also the “Gorlovka reconnaissance company,” political and social groups like the “Essence of Time” detachment, even groups of Russian pagan militants, etc.
On the one hand, this created a certain challenge for the state due to the potential radicalization of political movements. On the other hand, this challenge was absolutely secondary against the backdrop of an undoubted and important acquisition, which the Russian state has yet to properly manage. The gravest crime of the officials responsible for this process would be an attempt to ignore it.
Because yesterday’s irreconcilable ideological opponents, who hated each other due to different program postulates, at that moment found themselves united on one side by the fighting brotherhood of the common cause of defending Donbass. And they actually swore allegiance to Russian national interests.
Talk about the future
– Andrey Yuryevich, it turns out that we will be like Transnistria?
My driver, both adjutant and senior “personal leader” Maxim, asks a question that worries all Donetsk residents. Maxim is a typical resident of Donetsk. Strong, chubby, solid, with a cunning and gangster squint. Reliable and curious.
– You know, Maxim, in modern science there is a well-known paradox about Schrödinger’s cat. This is such a funny analogy to show the imperfection of certain scientific concepts and their incompleteness. A story about a cat who must be both alive and dead at the same time. So it is with the DPR. On both sides of this chessboard, players may feel that they are freezing the process until the opportunity arises, hanging it between heaven and earth. But their ideas about this are as incomplete as their confidence in a living and at the same time dead cat. Deep down, the players also understand this and therefore simply try to hold out the situation, which is called frozen, for as long as possible. This is the constant inflation of a balloon with a hole in the side. So the issue with Transnistria is not relevant. If we are to be absolutely correct in terms of formal characteristics, then we are still more similar to Karabakh, but much less sustainable and stable. In addition, Transnistria does not have a common border, and the scope of the issue is completely different.
- Well, Andrey Yuryevich. Well, Russia says that we are, as it were, Ukraine. And in these Minsk agreements, we are these... ORDILO58, as it were...
Maxim begins to speak excitedly. It’s obvious that he thinks a lot about this, and how can he not think about it? This is his destiny too.
- Maksim. If you think that I am delighted with the Minsk agreements, then you are very mistaken. Just like Zakharchenko, by the way. But if you forgot, it was the militia from the front line, led by the Tsar, who came in September to convince the deputies of the Supreme Council to vote for the first Minsk, and you know the reasons for this. And, you will laugh, and the Ukrainian side is not happy with them. Both they and we need victory. Most of the current Ukrainian elite, including their members of the Cabinet of Ministers, are sharply critical of Poroshenko's signing of the Minsk agreements. Look at the Ukrainian press. It is replete with hysterics that Poroshenko is “trading the Ukrainian constitution”, signed a “treaty of high treason”, which is copied from the “Khasavyurt agreements”, which for Ukraine will lead to the emergence of Chechnya-2 in the Donbass - a “black hole”. Look what Yarosh says. He also stated that the Right Sector units will not comply with the terms of the Minsk agreements on a complete ceasefire and reserve the right to continue active hostilities in accordance with their own operational plans. This subject called on all volunteer paramilitary forces to unite against the eternal enemy of Ukraine - the Kremlin empire.
- Well, this is Yarosh! – Maxim smiles wryly.
- Yes, Yarosh. A bogeyman that was purposefully pumped up by the Ukrainian special services. But that's not the point. It’s just that in the current conditions, this victory is impossible for either side. You are on the front line and in units and know the situation!
- I know…
– Now listen about Transnistria. You know that my biography is also connected with the PMR. – Maxim nods in agreement. – Therefore, I’ll tell you a little about the history of the Pridnestrovian Republic. When was the PMR created, in your opinion?
“Well, probably in ninety-two,” says Maxim hesitantly.
- No. Transnistria as a state was created in 1990. Then two years of political struggle. Gradually, provocations began that led to the 1992 war. Everything is the same as in Donetsk, only the sizes are smaller and the processes took longer. The West even imposed sanctions against the leaders of the PMR, just like we do now. So here it is. When do you think Transnistria declared its independence?
- Well, of course, in ninety-two! Although no, you say that it was created in the nineties... Well, that means in one thousand nine hundred and ninety, probably...
- No, Maxim. And not in the nineties, and not even in the ninety-second. Transnistria declared its independence on September 17, 2006 after a corresponding nationwide referendum. Sixteen years after its creation. And before that, Transnistria, despite the war with Moldova, officially built a common state with it. Do you think that after the war the Pridnestrovians wanted to live in the same house as Moldova?! But in different periods they officially made a federation, then a confederation, then a common, then a single state. I emphasize, officially. At the same time, the PMR introduced its own currency, created an army, special services, all the attributes of statehood and went in the exact opposite direction from Moldova. Because diplomacy and reality are far from the same thing. But at the same time, there were heaps of plans and road maps for settlement and unification in the Transnistrian issue. Primakov, Kozak, Yushchenko and others...
- Didn't understand. Why was this necessary?
– You see, there is a phrase that everyone is tired of. Politics is the art of the possible. That is, you need to act within the limits of what is achievable, and not within your fantasies. In life, it never happens that everything goes just the way you want, especially if there are a lot of people around with opposing goals and desires. And especially if this heap of resources has a lot of resources, and the desire to make you feel bad is even greater. Therefore, if you want to achieve serious results, then you have to maneuver. Otherwise it will be like the saying goes. You want everything at once, but you get nothing gradually.
- That is, it was necessary to... Damn, so, but why, really?
- Well, look. Thanks to formal statements about a common state, in 1997 Transnistria was able to sign a Memorandum in Moscow with Moldova, with the support of Russia and Ukraine, which allowed the republic to conduct independent economic activities and generally legalize its independence in almost all areas.
The PMR, of course, is not Donbass, but there is also a developed industry there, and a very large part of its products is exported to the West. This provided a number of other opportunities for Transnistria. Thanks also to the negotiations, it gradually became an officially equal party to Moldova. And this is very important. The DPR has just started moving in this direction, and without the Minsk agreements it is impossible.
After all, before this Minsk, the DPR had no rights at all. We, according to Kyiv, were pure terrorists. And now they are negotiating with us, there are some working groups. It is clear that they are of little use for now, but water wears away stones. We don't fight just to fight. In such matters one must do without musketeering. Because behind us are the civilian population, children and women, and all of Russia, in the end. The issue of responsibility is very big.
Moreover, you know very well that for those who really want to fight, Minsk is not a hindrance. It’s just that many people want “that guy” to fight, not themselves.
But those who demand the abolition of the Minsk agreements do not want this at all. For them, the abolition of Minsk implies Russia’s official entry into the war with Ukraine and the deployment of Russian troops. Because you understand perfectly well that without this, the abolition of Minsk after some time will lead to a probable threat of our military defeat under the existing conditions. And in this sense, the agreements constrain Ukraine to a greater extent.
– So, the fact that we signed up for this Minsk doesn’t mean anything?
– Promising, Maxim, as you know, does not mean getting married.
Maxim nods in agreement. I answered his questions.
 
About the entry of troops
Oh, how in the hot summer of 2014 we waited for the entry of Russian troops! Every day was built on the feverish anticipation of a message about him. It seemed to us then that there were all the conditions and prerequisites for this. Both falling asleep and waking up in anticipation of an airstrike, to the sounds of single shots, bursts, mortar and artillery explosions, we waited. We were really looking forward to it!
The less hope there was for input, the more hopeless the perception of reality became. Only those who were there from late June to mid-August 2014 can understand this condition. A mixture of hopelessness and desperate readiness to fight to the last. Constant oppressive uncertainty.
There is a lot of speculation now about the “surrender of Donbass.” This is the rhetoric of different people. And outright opportunistic scum, and pure naive patriots. I myself often catch myself thinking that everything could be different. Could...
At such moments, I remember a conversation with one of the statesmen who explained to me the position of the authorities.
- Andrey! Your education allows you to think systematically, and your life experience is relevant! You need to look at things more broadly. Here look…
My interlocutor takes a sheet of paper, a pencil and divides the paper into two parts. On top of one he writes “for”, on the other side he writes “against”. It looks something like this.
Behind:
1. The presence of a controlled legitimate President of Ukraine.
2. General chaos in Ukraine. Weakness and indecisiveness of the armed forces.
3. Pro-Russian sentiments in a number of areas.
4. Signs of emerging structures to counter the junta.
5. The bright patriotic spirit of Russian society, inspired by the Olympics and Crimea.
6. Stable financial positions of Russia.
Against:
This is where it gets more complicated and interesting...
My interlocutor thinks for a few seconds, takes a drag from his elegant briar pipe, leans back in his chair and continues:
– Because none of the “for” positions is the dominant factor in making real political decisions! And that's why…
The pencil slides across the second half of the sheet of paper. The dignitary comments on short notes in his voice.
- First. Yanukovych got everyone. The wild level of corruption, stupidity, betrayal, power snobbery with a large touch of urbanism was no longer tolerable to anyone. You know that the eastern regions equally hated both the Maidan and Yanukovych and his oligarchs! Even the Maidan, which overthrew him, he managed to create himself, when at the beginning of events he was on the other side.
Moreover, even after Yanukovych fled, a significant part of the protesters were simply not ready to stand under his banner, and if this had happened, such a structure would have quickly collapsed. Clearly faster than we would have achieved our goals. Janek himself was unable to take this banner. And even be with the banner. I’m not ready for hysteria, for animal shrieks. As an image, it could be modeled, but only if more significant factors coincide. The most that could be squeezed out of him was a letter dated March 4, where he asked Putin to use troops in Ukraine to restore order, although according to the Ukrainian constitution, issues of admitting foreign troops were within the exclusive competence of the Verkhovna Rada. But we tried to eliminate the positive charge of this letter during the reunification of Crimea. Further with this character there is simply emptiness.
Second. Official entry into Ukraine meant its actual annexation. Then the problem became primarily economic for prosaic reasons. The economy of today's Ukraine is absolutely unprofitable. In this sense, it is similar to Russia in the early nineties, when Russia was frantically begging for loans from the West, but only worse. Not a single monthly social payment in the independent country can be made using internal resources without loans from the IMF and other organizations.
The Russian loan of 15 billion, three of which we gave on the eve of Yanukovych’s flight, was an attempt to reduce Ukraine’s dependence on the West, naturally, by increasing dependence on Russia.
After the deployment of troops, funding for Ukraine by the West would automatically cease. This means that Russia had to start providing it. With the parallel introduction of sanctions against us and the cutting off of financial reserves, Russia turned out to be unable to do this already in the second, or at most, the third month. The reaction of Ukrainians who do not receive pensions or salaries, fueled by the habit of changing power, is obvious. Plus, in another one and a half to two months, we would have had rallies of pensioners and state employees, who would have started to experience delays in payments. The Russian budget, even with a reserve fund, is unable to provide for both Russia and Ukraine at the same time in conditions of external isolation.
Third. The current Western sanctions against Russia are not maximum. After all, this is a form of war through a modern siege. When it comes to individual financial or personal measures, many people forget that there are more unobvious, but no less problematic things.
Here's a simple example. All production in modern Russia is built either on old Soviet machine tools, which are not capable of producing competitive products, or on new machines purchased from the West. The problem is that all these machines have as an integral part the so-called CNC - numerical control. To ensure online operation, the machines are connected via the Internet, satellite or cables to a foreign manufacturer, which provides their operation and maintenance. The introduction of sanctions in these areas would stop the entire real production sector.
A similar situation permeates almost all strategic sectors of our life.
The question of why this situation happened and who is to blame for it has a long history of answers and does not affect the current situation. Now the state, with varying degrees of effectiveness, is trying to somehow correct the situation. But there is still a long way to go for optimism.
Fourth. Andrey, you are Ukrainian yourself!
My interlocutor is distracted from the sheet.
– You are well aware of the mentality of the Ukrainian population. You cannot have any illusions about the current pro-Russian nature of the eastern regions or their hyperactivity. Against the background of the movements of a certain number of activists, the majority simply waited and were not ready to intervene in any particular way. The example of Odessa should be obvious to you. And this despite the fact that the entire nationalist, pro-Western, anti-Russian segment of Ukrainian society was already mobilized, extremely active and, against the backdrop of the anti-Russian activities of the media and oligarchs, significantly influenced the rest. The maximum we could achieve is a full-fledged civil war, but not only in Donbass, but throughout Ukraine, with the support of one of the parties.
But this is not even Vietnam or Afghanistan. Here everything is much more tragic and problematic. First of all, for us. We really could have reached Kyiv with an army. A very large army. Not because we would have to fight a lot. But because in every major city and region they would have to leave their commandant’s offices, strongholds and police units with the tasks of anti-sabotage fight against the nationalists and radicals who trained on the Maidan. And this is a classic annexation!
Fifth. The mood of our elite and national interests. In recent history, we have never wanted new territorial expansions. And why? Crimea was absolutely forced. At the level of sensations, he has always been Russian. Plus there was a whole set of rational calculations and prerequisites (then a number of well-known arguments about the reasons for the annexation of Crimea).
Why do we need new territories? We are already the largest country in the world. Get even bigger? This first of all dictates new problems and responsibilities, and only then new opportunities. Instead, we need economic expansion that can achieve real integration. Along with it is cultural and others.
In this sense, we do not need Ukraine as part of Russia. What does this fundamentally change, besides the need for the Moscow center to think about feeding Ukraine? There is no geopolitics here. We need Ukraine as part of the Customs Union and a well-integrated Eurasian space. The example of the European Union is indicative in this sense. Global political expansion is possible only in the presence of a passionate super-idea, which does not exist now. Super ideas are generally not thought up with effort. Time gives birth to them through its prophets.
Now look further.
My interlocutor approaches a large vintage Martis-Provence wardrobe, sorts through something and takes out a thick leather folder with a silver lock, which is actually a large box for documents.
- Look through it.
I open the folder. Its contents are dedicated to Ukraine. More precisely, exactly what we are talking about. Prospects for actual annexation.
Several top papers have a specific character and corresponding stamps. After the overview document on Russian property in Ukraine, there is a large block of analysis of long-term social research. One part of sociology is devoted to Russia, the other to Ukraine. The accompanying reference explains the three different structures through which sociology was conducted. Authoritatively.
I look at several graphs of the population's preferences and expectations.
Ukraine. Breakdown by area, strategically important ones are highlighted with brief characteristics. Next are the sentiments regarding the possible deployment of Russian troops, readiness for resistance, and the degree of activity and passivity. Samples by radical activity. Reaction to Yanukovych and Maidan leaders. A cross-section of activity by national, social and age strata, readiness for guerrilla warfare. Analysis of forms and methods of resistance. Research on the “Novorossiysk” regions is highlighted.
I flip through the pages and read the Russian segment. The attitude of the population towards Ukrainian topics, awareness of it. Perception of the possible deployment of troops. Reaction to possible losses. Critical loss figures for a sharp change in public opinion and the ratio with the expected ones (one of the applications is called “What will happen when coffins come to Russia”). Analysis of the power rating in such a development of the situation. M-yes...
“You understand what’s going on,” says my interlocutor, sitting down heavily in a luxurious chair that looks more like a throne. – We all want to be voluntarists and postmodernists. It’s very fascinating - to do as you want, and let the world adapt to you. This is great and ambitious. But the world somehow doesn’t adapt very well. A striking example is your Girkin.
- Yes, he’s not mine! Rather yours!
- OK OK. Our Girkin. What did he do? He climbed where he was not told, he climbed at the wrong time. But we even adjusted for a while. Only everyone else didn’t adjust. Because it turned out that we are, of course, the largest country in the world. However, this is not enough. Let’s say that Canada is in second place after us in size, and Brazil is in fifth place. But does anyone in the world listen to Brazil? No. A lot more is needed for this. We are just moving in this direction. Overcoming enormous external and, most importantly, internal resistance. And almost the whole world was against us.
- How are you all? What about China and India?
- Well, stop it. We don’t speak with slogans on talk shows. The whole world is the whole world, not its working hands. And when Girkin rushed to your Slavyansk, what did he say? That Ukraine is weak, there is no army, and Russian-speaking people support it everywhere. They say that there are enough internal prerequisites and conditions. That a few determined people from Russia will become the backbone of the entire southeast, which will crush the Kyiv junta. And what? Bummer. The army suddenly appeared for no reason, and a significant part of the Russian-speaking eastern regions came under the arms of Kyiv. And then Girkin began to lament to Russia: “Save us, good people!” – The interlocutor grins and takes a drag from his pipe. – Who did you declare yourself to be? Militia? Did you come there amid cries about sufficient internal resources? Consolidate them! Skillfully build your inner potential. They gave you a chance! But in a difficult situation, where a talented commander could have had a whole range of non-standard solutions and solutions, this one was left whining and retreating. Original measures! Here are his entourage, and he himself began to compare himself with Kutuzov. Like, Kutuzov also surrendered Moscow. Yes. Passed. But Kutuzov is great not because he surrendered Moscow, but because he later defeated Napoleon. After all, when he escaped from Slavyansk, we gave him time to fix something. But then they realized that he was going to run even further!
Plus, the militia is a thing that always consists of locals. That's why it's a militia. But this one of yours began to demand the intervention of all of Russia. What does Russia have to do with it then, since you are the leader of the local militia? Who entrusted you with decisions for Russia?! After all, he simply jumped closer to Russia when it didn’t work out for him, and declared it a big military trick! Why didn’t you, for example, bounce back to Kharkov? Where should Russia go if it doesn’t work out in Ukraine?! Behind us are people, residents of the country, who are hardly ready to accept all the consequences of this intervention!
My counterpart nervously throws the pipe into a transparent ceramic ashtray.
I don’t agree with everything said, but I’m listening for now.
- Read on.
I'm leafing through. There are inquiries about the Ukrainian media, who owns what, who covers what and how. Analysis of the influence of the media on public opinion. Following is a review of the international situation, calculations and schemes of allied relations, the alignment of anti-Russian forces, prospects for the internal mobilization of pro-Russian ones. Damn, are the prospects really so weak?! Next are the calculations of financiers and economists on the reaction of the economy to the introduction of troops...
– Do you know who objected most about the input?
The interlocutor again sits down in his luxurious chair.
- Military! And they had arguments for this!
I listen to the essence of these arguments...
It's a bit heavy.
 
The price of security
 
Crimea
– Where were you in March when we took on the Regional State Administration?! We've given up orders with the security here!
The stocky woman looked at me piercingly, not paying attention to the menacing “personal face”. In the cabin of a public elevator going to the eleventh floor of the Donetsk regional administration, Kleshnya, with the butt of an “oar” pressed against his “flora”-covered collarbone, tried to fence her off from me, saying: “Woman, drive in silence.” I stopped him and replied:
- You'll forgive me if you caused any inconvenience. In March? In Crimea…
Getting ready for Crimea was hasty.
And now the queue for passport control at Simferopol airport. Ukrainian border guards check passports. They will change the chevrons with tridents and blue-yellow flags later. The airport looked quite ordinary, passport control was checked according to the general procedure. A possible question was running through my head: “Purpose of the visit?” The answer: “Annexation of Crimea to Russia” was not suitable. But the question turned out to be unasked.
It will be later, when in the second half of April we leave to meet important, sleek officials wrapped in St. George’s ribbons like holiday gift boxes and close-budget hucksters who have smelled the scent of prey, the airport will change.
Passport control will disappear, and the duty-free stall, which is closing due to the lack of a customs zone, will sell us two bottles of whiskey at half price - a mild Macallan and a noble Glenlivet.
The girls from the deutik will lend us a few - lo and behold, glass ones! – and not some plastic cups, and farewell to Russian Crimea will become elegant.
...In the meantime, Crimea was not yet ours. There was very little time to make it so.
The spring of 2014 was cold. The only difference with Moscow is the cleanliness of the air. Trying to dress lighter on our trip to the south was a futile idea, and some members of our group were forced to buy things on the spot. Fortunately, the crisis and subsequent events led to emergency sales in Crimean stores, which sharply reduced prices. As a result, on the way back I was carrying a DSLR camera I had bought at Comfi for half the price. Similar cameras were in the carry-on luggage of my comrades.
Somewhere in the city our contact, a former intelligence officer and now a businessman connected with representatives of the new Crimean government, named Victor, was waiting for us.
Victor turned out to be a unique person. Looking around furtively at the building of the Crimean Council of Ministers, he suggested that we move in somewhere, for example, in rented apartments, and then “we’ll see.”
- Vitya, where should I look? You must clarify the task on the spot.
- Ah-ah-ah, the task... Hmm, g-g-gh-h. Well, in general...
Special group after completing a mission before departure from Crimea, second half of April 2014.
Here Victor cleared his throat. He became thoughtful and, gesticulating furiously, almost blurted out, as far as possible for a person with such unstable diction, apparently surprising himself at his own swing:
– You must take control of the SBU!
– Which SBU?
- Well, ahem... the Crimean SBU... everything except Sevastopol. The locals will somehow manage there.
– When, how and how much time do we have?!
- Well, ahem... come in tomorrow with our security cover... How?! Hmm x-x-x... Well, start communicating with people...
Fabulous. We begin, then, ahem cough-h-h, to communicate with people...
Main Directorate of the Security Service in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. Simferopol, Franko Boulevard, 13.
I am the eldest of my group. We submit to Vladimir Yuryevich Antyufeyev. The second subgroup deals with border guards. The same ones who forgot to ask about the purpose of our visit. Now they recognize her.
The main workplace we chose was the former main internal security department of the SBU. The choice of location is not accidental. It has been “prayed” by SBU officers, and its location allows for comfortable control of the entire building. We were the headquarters. Sometimes one of us traveled abroad, sometimes we brought people to the site to work centrally. It was possible to switch only by running out for lunch and dinner to a small cafe located across the road, directly opposite the entrance to Glavk, with the tempting name “50 types of dumplings.”
View of the building of the Crimean Main Directorate of the SBU, at the entrance to the restaurant, where many guests “from the mainland” ate during the “Crimean Spring”.
The dumplings, as well as other dishes, were gorgeous. Gradually, all the guests who came on our theme began to run there after us, which is why there was sometimes no room in the small hall.
- Where do you make dumplings, dear? Really yourself?!
- No, no. We are delivering from near Kirovograd. It tastes better from there.
Strange.
Next is the routine. Regime, work with personnel, educational conversations, formation of new personal files, visits to all regional units and special facilities. We are creating the Security Service of the Republic of Crimea!
On March 10, 2014, the SBK (Security Service of the Republic of Crimea) was officially proclaimed. With the participation of the employees with whom we managed to work, on this day we organize an officers’ meeting that supports the actions of the new leadership of Crimea in the confrontation with Kiev and the defense of pro-Russian values. Leading officers of the Crimean special service accept an open appeal to their former Kyiv colleagues with reproaches for supporting the illegal government and calls to come to their senses. We quickly move from defense to offense.
- Hello. Attitude to the events in Kyiv? Are you ready to work in the safety of Crimea? Tell us about yourself, your service...
Most often, the response is painful reasoning that during the non-stop shows regarding the change of Ukrainian power, SBU officers have become accustomed to regularly kissing the ring of the new leadership - as long as the leadership is ready to take this oath. But they are categorically not satisfied with the Transnistria option. Serving Crimea as a breakaway part of Ukraine is no, serving Russia is a pleasure. Then bargaining on the topic of maintaining length of service, benefits, titles and awards.
Formally, the head of the Crimean SBU is the former head of the Sevastopol department of the SBU, Petr Zima. Really - us.
My first task is to figure out what to do next?!
Invented. It is necessary for SBU officers to confirm in writing their desire to continue serving in the new conditions. While the future is just being built, the statement should be extremely general, without direct formulations, as a compromise. I'm developing it:
“I, (last name, first name and patronymic), aware of my responsibility to the people as the bearer of sovereignty and the only source of state power, declare that I am ready to accept the will of the people, participate in ensuring the peace and security of the people of the Republic of Crimea and protect the Republic of Crimea from external and internal security threats.
In this regard, I ask you to accept me for (work, military service) in the Security Service of the Republic of Crimea.”
Further. What to do with the Crimean “Alfa”? Unlike other regional departments of “Alpha” of the SBU, the Crimean division was a Directorate included in the staff of the central apparatus of the SBU, and in addition to Crimea, it was responsible for several other regions of Ukraine. I work with Alpha.
The soldiers declared neutrality, sat at their base, and waited. What are they waiting for? The same as everyone else. We don’t know what, but at least some clarity. Plus an outdoor base. The story is approximately the same, multiplied by the secret nature of the personnel. The situation was turned around after a general meeting and targeted conversations with the militants. As a result, out of 186 well-trained fighters, 160 came under the jurisdiction of the new Crimea (Russia was only discussed in plans).
We promise Russia. Let's bluff! Oh, my Crimean friends! Am I confessing that I was bluffing? No, of course not! We definitely didn’t know about any Russia yet. But they promised. A bluff is just a bluff. No guarantees...
A month and a half later, Strelkov was bluffing in Slavyansk. Although his bluff will be of a completely different order: “I have three bosses. President, director of the SVR and FSB. Have you seen polite people in Crimea on TV? So this is us! In general, it was not our bluff at all.
Strelkov and Crimea... When a member of our group asked Strelkov’s former high-ranking colleague whether it was true that Strelkov served in the FSB, he nodded bitterly, but, justifying himself, added: “Well, we are his...” (the word “ is applicable as a euphemism fired").
...Later Oleg Bereza will remind me that we met this strange little man earlier.
Having arrived in Transnistria in 2007 under cover documents, Strelkov and a colleague met with me, Oleg and the then first deputy minister of security of Transnistria, Valery Yunevich, at a safe house near the Tiraspol railway station. The arrivals collected information about Ukrainian nationalists who fought in Chechnya on the side of the bandits. Since many UNA-UNSO members managed to fight on our side in 1992, the topic was relevant.
I. Strelkov in his office.
Crimea, events of the “Crimean Spring”
...In a small mothball apartment on the second floor of a Soviet Khrushchev building, two guests were waiting for us. One, shorter, spoke little and, receiving answers to the questions asked, carefully wrote them down in shorthand in a notebook.
The second, taller one, who later turned out to be Strelkov, spoke at length and mysteriously. Having demonstrated his knowledge of the geography of Transnistria, the guest started a wild blizzard about the political and military situation, which we attributed to the Moscow factor of the distant guest.
I didn’t get along with him right away... They called me on my mobile. As it turned out later, while I was talking on the phone in the corridor, Girkin asked Oleg what position I held. My comrade, having said that I manage my own security of the MGB of Transnistria, did not clarify that at the same time I oversee the entire block of areas in the fight against crime, corruption, and terrorism that I created. Therefore, in response from Igor Girkin, he heard that he didn’t like me anyway, and that belonging to the SB makes me an obvious bastard. So it didn’t work out right away. But that's okay.
...Because the Crimean experience was even sadder. It so happened that when Strelkov carried out a senseless and unworked, in the opinion of his own participants, assault on the cartographic part and quite expectedly received two corpses and two wounded in the end59, this was the last straw that overflowed the cup of patience.
And if the video circulating on the Internet “Minister of Defense of Crimea Kuznetsov and stolen flash drives” reflects only the visible part of Strelkov’s chaotic activity in Crimea, then the assault on the cartographers was a real problem. He turned the peaceful process of unification of Crimea and Russia into a bloody story.
Our group was involved in investigating the situation. Moreover, all interested parties unanimously asserted that the self-defense battalion, subordinate to the Crimean Ministry of Defense, had actually gotten out of control and turned into a flying bandit detachment, doing whatever it wanted to the best of its understanding of the situation.
The battalion was led by Strelkov. It was during this period that meetings were held, at which, in particular, his former colleague gave a corresponding description. Only much later do I learn that a comrade was dismissed from service after an unsuccessful examination with a psychologist, which ended in a brawl and a diagnosis of obvious signs of schizophrenia, confirmed by the corresponding hereditary diagnosis of three children from two marriages. At first they blamed it on Chechnya and kept the character “at their disposal” for a long time, then, having figured it out, they offered to resign himself. Then Alexander Borodai, on the second try, will get him a job with Konstantin Malofeev, from where, out of old friendship, he will drag him to Crimea. But I will find out this later, and then he was just a strange guy out of place.
And now there is an evening meeting with the Prosecutor of Crimea Natalya Poklonskaya, since she opened a criminal case into the deaths of cartographers. A short discussion in the luxurious office of the Crimean prosecutor's office. Natalya is likeable. The persistent character of a sweet girl. She provides her own investigator, whom she will then introduce to be appointed prosecutor of one of the districts. Behind our backs, our local black-mouthed friends immediately started talking about the fact that this tall, handsome man was her lover, which, however, was unlikely for a number of reasons (however, Aksenov, Sheremet, and a number of other people were listed as her lovers - such is nature of gossips). Even if we assume that this was so, then she acted nobly, sending her beloved to storm what seemed then to be a bandit group. Because while the meeting was going on, the command came to disarm Strelkov’s unit immediately.
Vladimir Antyufeyev volunteered for negotiations. The handsome, important, tall old man evoked awe, and his general's appearance and the constant mention of his important official status made him a messenger of certain high powers, which was impossible to ignore. Involving other self-defense units, for example Mikhail Sheremet, would only lead to mutual showdowns with a high probability of armed confrontation.
Disarmament was successful. The bandit group, upon closer examination, turned out to be a military unit with completely army discipline, maintained thanks to the efforts of General Kuznetsov. Its chaotic flight was ensured exclusively by an exalted commander and several other activists, about whom experts would later say: “A number of leaders of paramilitary structures are poorly trained professionally, do not understand the goals and objectives of urgent military construction, and are at the same time ambitious and euphoric.” Others thought that crazy teams were always coordinated with senior management. The people gathered were different, but among them were quite decent, conscientious, patriotic fighters who sincerely supported the cause.
I organized the participation of the Crimean “Alpha” in the removal of weapons and ensuring the security of facilities. The unit itself was disbanded after the final verification of weapons. Its remnants will later form the backbone of Strelkov’s “Slavic detachment.”
...At a distance, many things are seen differently. At the same time, I perceived Antyufeyev’s actions as a heroic deed. And precisely because the criminal community was disarmed. I approached Victor, who ran from us to Aksenov every day, and began to demand that Antyufeyev be recognized for the event at the highest level, to which Victor, after some hesitation, agreed with me.
In this regard, I prepared a corresponding report with a detailed description of the “feat of Hercules.” True, that same evening we decided to celebrate a successful event in one of the SBU offices. Having opened a can of canned fish and trimmed the sausages, we drank. Victor went out for a long time, and after his return I found out that he went out in time for the secretary to edit the document. He crossed out us, Antyufeev, and wrote himself in...
The work went smoothly. The bulk of the SBU personnel were re-shoeed by March 11–12. Particular emphasis was placed on operational services, the statehood protection department, Alpha, outdoor and operational-technical units, as well as territories. Thus, we not only eliminated possible resistance from SBU employees and attempts to destabilize the situation through the secret apparatus, but also forced them to massively carry out our tasks.
The sluggish attempts of the central apparatus of the SBU to intervene in the situation were stopped. Emissaries from Kyiv were simply escorted out of the peninsula.
Even when we sent “chain letters” with threats and persuasion, our new colleagues responded adequately: “Dear colleagues! Thank you for sleeping! Of course, how important is it for you there, if you don’t care about the rules of the work of the special services, to assign people “from the street” to the planting, and everything that was collected for long years of service, go to waste. We sympathize with you deeply. The people, however, both in Transcarpathia and in Crimea, swore an oath to seize them, no matter what they broke. And the people of Krim want one thing - peace, tranquility, blessings and respect for their legal rights to language, culture and security. We are deprived of our true oath. Cream is our home. Here they don’t shoot, they don’t roll people around, they don’t give in to punishment for their looks, and no one respects law enforcement officials as citizens. From now on, the people are ardently supporting them for their many fates. Unfortunately, there is nothing like this in other regions of Ukraine. Dear colleagues, we wish you to show courage and courage, because for the rich honest officers of the SBU it is difficult to test for honor and worthiness even before”60.
In fact, by the time of the referendum on March 16, ensuring its security fell within the competence of SBU operatives. And so professionals, trained to counter threats to the statehood of Ukraine, themselves took up the task of promoting them! This spectacle was mesmerizing. We redirected the river bed and watched from the banks as the water washed away its mouth and source. In fact, what happened was both a death sentence for the statehood of the then Ukraine and the apotheosis of the moral decay of the entire apparatus, led by its immune system, which is the intelligence services.
The referendum fired up people. The work of preparing for it was tedious and exhausting, but, as subsequent events showed, it was worth it. Locals, especially security officials, until the very end asked the question whether Russia would recognize him. But we didn’t know! Therefore, they said “yes” in good faith.
In the evening, after the referendum was over, it became clear that we could relax a little and go out into the city. The city was buzzing. The rejoicing was truly nationwide. We walked through a crowd of shouting, flag-waving, triumphant people and realized that a large page had been turned in the history of Crimea. But we had no time for pages. Fatigue dictated the desire to sit down and have a snack. In the center of Simferopol we went to the picturesque restaurant “Dikanka”. It was almost full, but there was a table. We ordered food.
- Guys, why aren’t you happy?! Are you against the referendum or against Russia?!
The voice was cheerfully aggressive. His owner addressed us. The other tables were also waiting for clarification.
- No, for Russia, for the referendum, for everything good, hurray, hurray, hurray...
 
To do work
SBU as a diagnosis
-Where is he going?! To us?
- No, to the airport. Although no, it’s better to go to the headquarters of the Azovites.
– To a boarding school or a boat house?
- Boat room.
The Azov brigade in Mariupol was located in several places. The headquarters is in the building of a boarding school on the left bank of the city in the Ordzhonikidze district, the rest are in the premises of one of the Ilyich boat stations in the Primorsky district.
Escorting the detainee, a young fighter from Alpha (officially called the Center for Special Operations to Combat Terrorism and Protect Participants in Criminal Proceedings and Law Enforcement Officers of the Security Service of Ukraine) looked with some disgusted pity at the separatist stumbling along.
The obvious hard worker with disheveled hair, a dazed smile and a nose dripping from a broken nose did not give the impression of a villain. The employee already knew what would happen to him next. But an order is an order.
"Alphonse" had to hurry up. There were only four of them at the command, the seconded soldiers worked according to their own plan, and there were many tasks. Of course, the main backbone was not the personnel, but “Azov” and “Holy Virgin Mary,” but he had enough work.
After the Donetsk people seized the building of the regional department of the SBU, local employees in Donetsk and the region remained “in their apartments” for some time, working mainly on the Internet and waiting for orders. Only from mid-June and over the next month, orders increasingly came from Kyiv to relocate to Mariupol. Some went, some didn't.
There, the SBU department for the Donetsk region is located in the four-story administrative building of the Main Department of the SBU at the address: st. Georgievskaya, 77. It became the center of activity of the Ukrainian special services in relation to the DPR.
Initially, the heavy-drinking veteran of military counterintelligence, Colonel V.N. Lizogub, was appointed acting head of the department.
The regional administration immediately formed four armed operational groups of employees who were tasked with identifying and detaining persons involved in the DPR in the territory of Starobeshevo, Ugledar, and Novoazovsk.
City of Mariupol, Georgievskaya street, 77, administrative building of the SBU Department for the Donetsk region
And here the SBU officers, following the rest of Ukraine, plunged into the abyss of violent madness. The SBU was closely coordinated with the “St. Mary”, “Azov” and “Dnepr” battalions, and its operatives fully experienced the taste of blood.
If in peacetime the “separatists” in the Security Service of Ukraine were dealt with by the unit for the protection of national statehood, then in the new conditions this task, as well as work against Russia, was assigned to all units of the Ukrainian special services without exception.
In the so-called Donetsk department of the SBU, the counterintelligence department under the leadership of Alexander Kharaberyush, who sincerely hated the DPR and Russia, personally participated in military campaigns against the DPR, voluptuously tortured and shot militias, showed particular zeal in this matter. In fact, bosses set an example for their subordinates. The deputy head of the department S. Zhitenev and the heads of sectors D. Lisun and A. Yatsenko were extremely zealous. Some even “found themselves” in torture, acquiring individual specialization. For example, Captain A. A. Lyashko (what a last name does to people!) masterfully mastered the combination of water and electric shock.
It was these people who organized a sophisticated system of torture of prisoners and civilians suspected of sympathizing with the DPR.
According to official statistics from the counterintelligence department alone, in this one unit, from May to November 15, 2014, officers carried out 60 arrests of DPR activists, and carried out four criminal cases under Art. 111 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (high treason), one - under Art. 114 of the Criminal Code (espionage), more than twenty cases - under Art. 258 adj. 3 of the Criminal Code (participation in terrorist activities).
Due to poor sound insulation in the SBU building (an extensive network of ventilation ducts), the sounds of torture were heard in almost all rooms, which is why many employees were forced to leave the building during the torture.
The most sophisticated torture, requiring special equipment, or in which the death of the tortured was assumed, was carried out at the base of the Azov battalion at the Mariupol airport or at other facilities.
Another innovation adopted by these characters was the detention of random civilians for further exchange for captured Ukrainian military personnel.
Against this background, such pranks as, for example, instructions to subordinates from the head of the economic department A. Babak about extortion at checkpoints from owners of cars transporting scrap metal, grain and other inventory items to the Mariupol port (1000 hryvnia from one car with coal and 500 hryvnia - with scrap metal) did not look so significant.
The executioners, who had acquired a taste for it, were seriously upset by the activity of the Military Prosecutor's Office, which very gently, but still sometimes asked questions about the complaints of individual victims.
So, in the fall of 2014, one of the senior operatives, Lieutenant Colonel Vasily Bogach, was even detained, whose mask was pulled off during the kidnapping of a person in the Amstor store. A day later, the body of the kidnapped man was found on one of the city streets. Random passers-by and acquaintances of the murdered man identified the criminal, which was confirmed by a recording from one of the CCTV cameras, and the prosecutors had no choice but to detain the scoundrel. True, he was quickly released and simply put “at disposal,” but the SBU officers were outraged even by such “indulgence in the separatists.”
However, many detectives, fearing the inevitable responsibility for their actions in the future, took the path of least resistance. In order to be able to report to management for what they had done, but not to get their hands dirty, they transferred their activity to the Internet, which was welcomed as a form of informational and psychological influence.
Countless resources were created, such as “Donbass News”, “New Orders” of the DPR”, “Voices of Gorlovka Residents” and many others.
The reporting activities began to include the organization of rallies “against the DPR” and in support of Ukraine.
At the same time, in addition to independent activity on the Internet, employees began to carry out punitive work against their information opponents. For example, Oleg Seliverstov, deputy head of the national statehood department, having entered into a debate at one of the forums with a Mariupol DPR activist and having suffered an insulting defeat in rhetoric, decided to take revenge. The girl Olga was identified by him, detained and tortured.
... “Alfovets” and the detainee drove up to the building that now housed the SBU department in the Donetsk region. The separator was not accepted at any of the Azov bases, stating that the issue had not been agreed upon with the leadership. After calling the counterintelligence department, which initiated the arrest, they decided to bring the detainee to the city council.
The driver, having driven around the main entrance on Georgievskaya Street, entered the control area from the side of the emergency gate from Central. Having passed a canopy under which there were several official vehicles, a canteen and a gym, where seconded Alfa men from other departments now lived, he stopped at the end entrance. The fighter pulled out the separatist by the elbow, whose hands were handcuffed behind his back. He didn't resist. The look is dull, the head sways limply when walking.
We went inside and, having passed the entrance to the assembly hall, approached the premises of the operational duty officer, to whom the guard informed that the detainee was being delivered to Kharaberyush. The officer nodded understandingly.
We walked past the offices of employees of the economic department and the state secrets protection sector, and paused at the door of the deputy head of the department, Zhitenev, who was leaving the room. Having let Sergei Viktorovich through, we moved on.
Approaching the elevator, the gigolo pressed the call button and went up to the third. Only after exiting the elevator did the employee realize that he needed the second floor, not the third. But the elevator has already left.
Having turned from the right wing of the building, where the department of operational and technical measures was located, because of which the entrance to it was blocked by a door with a digital lock, we went along the corridor to the side flight of stairs. At this time, the head of the unit, Colonel Merkulov, came out of the door of the wiretapping department. He was gloomy and worried. The other day, one of his best employees, Major Palamaryuk, died suddenly of a heart attack.
We went down to the second floor. Management was located here, so it was quiet. We passed the offices of Lizogub and his deputies, the head of the information and analytical department and the offices of investigators. Next were the toilets and the elevator, which had been so unsuccessfully used before.
After passing through a small foyer and another interfloor flight of stairs, we approached the counterintelligence offices. The fighter knew where Kharaberyush was sitting, so he knocked and entered, bringing in the detainee.
- Alexander Ivanovich, would you allow me?
“Yes, come in,” muttered Kharaberyush, who was sitting at the table.
- Alexander Ivanovich, this is the man whom Azov did not accept.
- Yes, I know, we talked on the phone. Well, you freak, got caught?! – with these words, the head of counterintelligence stood up from the table, walked up to the detainee and briefly, without swinging, hit him in the solar plexus. He groaned muffledly and fell to the floor, where he curled up and began to moan quietly.
- Let’s take this crap and drag it to Ilyushko’s office. Yatsenko will come there now.
Kharaberyush himself left the building, got into his black Toyota and drove off “to an operational meeting.”
The separatist was dragged into an office nearby. Ten minutes later Yatsenko came in.
– Artem Sergeevich, do you need help?
- Yes, stay late. You'll find it useful at work.
Major Yatsenko, a young officer born in 1980, previously worked in military counterintelligence, had a classic military bearing and a pedantic approach to official activities.
Along with him was an employee from the department for combating organized crime and corruption, Yaroslav Vapelnik. Vapelnik was part of the Ugledar task force and was directly involved with the DPR. The primary information on the basis of which the criminal was detained was from his source; this could have been reported as a joint operation, so they had to press on.
Yatsenko, as the “brain” of the event, who generally prefers the intellectual component of the work, tried not to be zealous in torture unnecessarily, so the main burden now fell on Yaroslav.
It was important to understand the information about the activities of one of the leaders of the cell of local supporters of the DPR, Vladislav Kuklin. Yatsenko once again looked through the documents of the operational selection and thought. The most significant of the collected materials were operational and technical materials under code “12” (tapping of mobile phones). During them, events “17” and “Radiy” were also carried out to position subscribers on site (location determination). To do this, they even chased after the nonentity now shaking in front of him a service Opel Astra with a Varan complex of special equipment installed on it. After the Opel broke down, I had to go to OTO61 and ask for a replacement black Daewoo Nexia.
The interrogation began. As far as biographical questions and then positions about anti-state activities. The interrogated person predictably denies everything.
Yatsenko personally takes the minutes. He hoped to entrust this routine to Alexander Lyashko, who, in addition to operational work, also served as an investigator. However, the senior detective at particularly important facilities of the 1st counterintelligence sector, Lyashko, was now outside the building, and he had to draw up the papers himself. Lyashko’s absence was also unfortunate because during the interrogation, as was regularly the case lately, torture was expected, and Alexander Alexandrovich with his TA-57 military field telephone set simply worked miracles. Sometimes literally a few turns of the handle, sending a current to the necessary parts of the body of the interrogated person who had previously been watered with water, was enough for a complete and sincere confession.
Well, just like that myself. Let's get started.
Artem Sergeevich approached the corner cabinet, in which, by general agreement, the necessary funds were stored. It was necessary to choose tools that corresponded to the object of inquiry. It was impossible to under-deliver or reset the person involved too quickly, since then all the work done would also be reset to zero.
He opened the closet. In a small open safe on the top shelf there were several packages of phenazepam, some of which were already empty. No, that's not it. It was no coincidence that a three-liter jar of medical alcohol was adjacent to a large enema. Yatsenko winced. Experiments with enemas of interrogated medical alcohol disgusted him. He didn't intend to give him anything to drink either. He twirled the shocker in his hands thoughtfully. Perhaps a little later.
On the bottom shelf is a stack of old water torture towels. We'll use it if nothing else helps. I’m just too lazy to drag the freak into the bathroom, and the floors there are always wet afterwards, the employees complain. Dangerous razor blade. For Artyom, it was still amazing how applying a series of incisions on the face, which for men was far from the most convincing argument, had an amazing effect on the psyche of women, forcing them to say literally everything they needed to. But today we have a man. Hemostatic tourniquets will also most likely not be needed.
Taking another look at the hard worker, he decided that asphyxia would be enough here. Moving aside several short rubber batons, he took out a thick plastic bag and a garrote62, handed the noose to Vapelnik and threw the bag over the separatist’s head.
Mariupol was given over to extremists for plunder. The Kyiv authorities did not care at all about the local population. They knew perfectly well the mood of the people and sincerely hated them.
The Azov and St. Mary battalions became the real masters of the new Ukrainian capital of Donbass.
The “St. Mary” battalion consisted of only about a hundred militants from among the residents of the Donetsk region and was formed on the basis of the “Shakhtersk” battalion, disbanded in July 2014 for mass looting. In the future, the battalion will be disbanded again and the no less famous Tornado company will be created on its base. One of the commanders of all these units was the former Donbass crime boss (city of Torez, DPR) Ruslan Onishchenko, known under the nickname “Abelmaz”. Even according to the leaky and rubbery laws, he exceeded all limits in torture, murder, perversion, and looting. He, in turn, was subordinate to another prominent Donbass character named Kropachev, who controlled a number of illegal coal mining sites (“digs”).
The fighters of these nationalist formations terrorized the local population with robberies, murders and outright lawlessness. At the same time, the Mariupol police refused to even accept statements from victims of arbitrariness, not to mention conducting investigations.
Kidnappings of businessmen and rich people flourished in the city with their subsequent (after two or three days) release for ransom (ransom amounts reached several million hryvnia), false accusations of wealthy residents of aiding the “separatists” with arrest and subsequent looting of their property (shops) , warehouses, offices, etc.).
Fraudulent actions to extort money from relatives of Ukrainian Armed Forces military personnel who were captured and imposing “protection protection” on the owners of shops and commercial structures were very common.
Along with this, the Azov militants, except their commanders, did not recognize anyone (often even SBU officers) and did not obey anyone. There were cases when they also beat up SBU officers. In particular, at the beginning of November 2014, they unreasonably beat up the deputy head of department “K” (fighting organized crime) of the SBU in the Donetsk region, Lieutenant Colonel S. Samoilov, who had many of his ribs broken, and Senior Lieutenant P. Gavshin. But the top leadership has always been on the side of the more zealous fighters against the “pro-Russian separatists.”
In addition to the local SBU officers, all and sundry worked for us. The central office of the SBU in Kyiv, adjacent territorial departments.
Other departments also did not stand aside. The Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine made work against the DPR a priority for all regional intelligence units within the 5th Department of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine. They were joined by operational units of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Border Service and other more local structures, not to mention activists of numerous nationalist battalions and public organizations with their oligarchic sponsors. All of them were opposed by the DPR Ministry of State Security. I think it did this successfully. Until my dismissal, the MGB did not have a single failure of valuable agents, employees defecting to the side of the enemy, or critical information leaks. And we knew an order of magnitude more about the enemy than he knew about us. In this sense, we, just getting to our feet, were head and shoulders ahead of the enemy.
Guests from afar
From the point of view of traditional state security functions, the situation in the DPR was extremely tense. Ensuring a counterintelligence regime in war conditions is already distinguished by serious specifics. The intelligence services of the other side and their allies are turning from adversaries into outright and irreconcilable enemies. Work is being carried out in all areas of both intelligence and sabotage and terrorist activities.
They are looking for any ways to cause harm and obtain information, which we fully experienced.
As I jokingly told my colleagues, the air of Donetsk should be denser and be refracted by refractions due to numerous active and passive radiation from various direction finders, satellites, antennas and other things aimed at us.
The number of employees and operational sources of various intelligence services per square kilometer sometimes exceeded all imaginable limits. For the full effect, all that was missing was the wearing of budenovkas, black glasses, trailing parachutes and mutterings about the Slavic wardrobe, although some characters came close to this.
One can understand the interest of the Germans, British, French, Jews, Italians, Hungarians, Americans, Poles and even Moldovans. But there were also completely exotic cases.
...I'm reading a working document. Across the table, a subordinate sits at a side table, patiently awaiting instructions.
Twice a day, at ten in the morning and at five in the afternoon, the secretary brings me two, sometimes three piles of papers stacked in folders for my consideration. The height of each slide is thirty to forty centimeters. There is a lot of paperwork, but at the first stage it is impossible to do otherwise. The situation must be kept under control. Otherwise, the work, already supported by the thickness of a horsehair, will simply crumble. Later, the main part can be transferred to deputies and heads of departments. But not now.
During the day, I receive managers and key employees on the most important issues, including the presentation of documents that are not included in the general blocks of reports. Like now.
- Listen. And what interest could the Jordanians have here?
- I don't know yet. Perhaps they are interested in weapons. Well, or the Americans work through them. You know, this happens. Moreover, the Hashemites are one of the most active allies of the United States in the Middle East.
I know. The American habit of raking in the heat with the wrong hands and squeezing their vassals dry is well known.
– Well, or they help Ukraine. As our people say, the building of their special service is located just two kilometers from the building of the Ukrainian Embassy in Amman.
- OK. I authorize further verification of the information. Material for control, report weekly.
As a result, a rather interesting situation developed. The Jordanian resident recruited his former students, graduates of one of the Donetsk universities, to work within the militia. They joined our ranks. The task they faced was complex - collecting information about both our actions and the Ukrainian ones.
After I was informed about the primary data on this issue, I ordered a more in-depth check, being sure that the information was empty. What a surprise it was when it turned out that we were being dealt with by a special unit of the Jordanian intelligence service “Mukhabarat al-Amma” with a special level of secrecy.
For purposes of secrecy, it was called the secret department for combating terrorism. The difference from the “unclassified” one, which also existed in parallel, was that the “unclassified” one performed traditional anti-terrorist functions. “Special” was only a cover for intelligence, in particular in relation to us.
The station we identified was headed by the young Major Abu Ahmed, who reported personally and directly to the head of the intelligence service and had a top-secret security clearance. Our unexpected counter-partner worked in the central building of the Mukhabarat al-Amma SOR in Amman, Al-Jandaweel district. As one of the main support environments for intelligence activities, the Jordanians used students and teachers of educational institutions in which people from their country studied.
As a result, the agents decided to play not even a double, but a triple game. Positioning themselves as disillusioned with the DPR affair, they came into contact with the nationalist pro-Ukrainian underground that still remained in Donetsk by the end of June 2014. The extremists, in turn, having checked them on assignments, came to the conclusion that they were a setup from the DPR. They killed the guys and burned them in their own car.
 
Arranging life
Justice
One of the main Ukrainian arguments addressed to supporters of the Russian world in general and pro-Russian regions in particular was a simple thesis: “Do you see how bad life is in your denieriya, lenaeria? Do you want it to be like this for you too?!”
The degree of cynicism of such rhetoric is difficult to overestimate. It’s like saying to a beaten, torn dress, tortured, robbed and raped girl: “You don’t look very good.” Especially when the criminal himself says it.
After all, the main part of the problems of the republics did not lie in themselves. We were simply destroyed, and then they reproached us for the same thing.
Therefore, I saw one of the important tasks for the state security of the republic as assistance in establishing a normal system of life.
-...Well... I declare you husband and wife!
A young, youthfully long-legged militiaman from the commandant's unit of the MGB and his freckled, thin chosen one in a faded but carefully ironed chintz dress awkwardly kiss. I shake hands with the groom and they leave my office.
Yes, that happened too. Due to the fact that the justice system of the Donetsk region, following other areas, was completely paralyzed by Kiev, civil status acts were not concluded. But if there are no papers, this does not mean that they are not born and do not die, do not create families and do not end them. In general, after yet another appeal to me as the commander of a military unit with a request to get married (as you know, military unit commanders and captains of long-distance vessels have such a unique right), I realized that emergency measures needed to be taken.
Initially, the legal system of the republic was supposed to be created by Vladimir Yuryevich Antyufeev, who did not have time to do this. I had to resolve this issue.
I instructed to select candidates of lawyers in relation to whom there was no doubt about their loyalty to the republic and professionalism. I interviewed several. I settled on a young but active girl who had proven her dedication to the DPR.
It was 27-year-old Ekaterina Filippova. Since her student years, she has been engaged in independent legal practice and by this time she was already the head of the lawyer association “Donetsk Human Rights Group” that she created. The decisive thing was that she was a lawyer in a number of criminal cases initiated by Ukrainian security forces on charges of “separatism” against our activists, and managed to achieve the release of several DPR supporters from Ukrainian dungeons.
I recommended Filippova at a meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers for appointment as acting Minister of Justice and personally vouched for her. At the first stage, I tried to support her, because the importance of justice was difficult to overestimate.
From the moment she was confirmed in office, the creation of the republic’s justice system began. I didn’t describe the militias anymore. True, later they painted Filippova herself. Later she would marry one of the legendary militiamen, famous for his participation in almost all military events, Teimuraz “Gogi” Gogiashvili, and go with him to Russia, leaving the department she created and was functioning quite effectively in the existing conditions. According to a well-known Donetsk habit, people will immediately say that she is sitting in Zakharchenko’s basement or has been shot.
A television
Television was also of fundamental importance for the life of the republic. In addition to the purely technical and creative problems of republican television, the main difficulty was the broadcasting of propaganda Ukrainian television channels, some of which were specifically focused on the population of Donbass. Gradually this problem was solved.
Local TV channels, according to the tradition of that time, assigned the most authoritative leaders at the first stage. "Oplot-TV", created on the basis of the Donetsk "First Municipal TV Channel", began to control, as the name implies, Alexander Zakharchenko, "Novorossiya-TV" - Pavel Gubarev. The First Republican TV Channel also operated. And there was another one - “Union”, for control of which competition even flared up, and here, as always, there were some oddities.
After the election of Alexander Zakharchenko as Head of the DPR in November 2014 and the reappointment of the Cabinet of Ministers, the Ministry of Information and Communications was divided into two - communications and information.
This was due to the formation of its own telephony system and the need to concentrate on this task. In addition, by mutual agreement, the post of Minister of Communications was allocated to representatives of Pavel Gubarev, whose organization also received a solid faction in parliament and quotas from two ministries - communications and culture. Information, naturally, had to be under the personal control of the head of the republic. The area is too sensitive.
At the same time, in order to search for internal political compromises, at my suggestion, Alexander Khodakovsky was appointed to the post of head of the Security Council.
At some stage, this predictably led to organizational confusion.
– Comrade Minister, we are having difficulties with Union again.
- Which?
– Yesterday, employees of the Ministry of Communications together with Vostok fighters came to the main office of Union, which is on German Titov Avenue. We came to change the leadership. The editor-in-chief there was Dmitry Gromov, and he is the husband of former minister Nikitina. Well, they tried to replace it. Plus they had a letter from the Security Council in support of this decision. Khodakovsky signed.
- So, what is next?
– And then Roma Lyagin arrived there. He now seems to be in charge of internal policy in the Head’s office. He arrived with some Central Election Commission security officer. In general, he said that he would not allow a change in the leadership of the TV channel, since, in his opinion, the TV channel is subordinate not to the Ministry of Information, but to the Ministry of Communications.
– How did the intrigue end?
– Well, first the new Minister of Communications, Viktor Yatsenko, arrived there and seemed to support the old management of the TV channel.
- And then?
- Well, then Khodakovsky arrived, who kicked Lyagin and Yatsenko out of the TV channel’s office with slaps on the heads.
Just a partisan diary.
“July 14: The Germans arrived. They kicked us out of the forest.
July 15: The Germans were driven out of the forest.
July 16: The Germans came again and drove us out of the forest.
July 17: The Germans were driven out of the forest.
July 18: The Germans arrived. They kicked us out of the forest.
…26 July. The forester came and drove everyone out of the forest.”
Education
Another vital area was education, which affected the basic areas of socialization of people. Schools, universities and other educational institutions covered one of the most important segments of society.
Here you need to understand that even if you declare a new state, this does not mean that all the old elements of the previous system are automatically aligned with the new realities. Especially if your opponent is actively opposing it.
I saw the fundamental task of state security in ensuring the transition of the education system under the jurisdiction of the DPR. One of the key problems in this regard was the active and persistent attempts of the Ukrainian side to organize the export of legal documentation and seals of Donetsk universities to Ukraine in order to announce the opening of Donetsk universities in other regions.
In Vinnitsa, despite the objections of the workforce, a clone of Donetsk National University was created, in Krasnoarmeysk - Donetsk National Technical University, and in Krasny Liman - Donetsk National Medical University. M. Gorky. The Ministry of Education of Ukraine refused to issue diplomas of the established form to students who remained to study in Donetsk. It was announced that diplomas issued by universities in Donetsk will not be accepted anywhere.
In just a month and a half, we stopped attempts to bring resources, seals and documentation of the Donetsk State Research and Design Institute of Non-Ferrous Metals (DonNIPITSM), Donetsk State Trade Institute (DonSTU), Donetsk National University (DonNU), Institute of Postgraduate Education of Engineering teaching staff and a number of other universities. At the same time, Donetsk National University was among the top 500 best universities in the world, and the higher education system of the Donetsk region was considered one of the best in Ukraine.
But here we need to remember that before this the entire system of humanities education was built according to the flawed Ukrainian-anti-Russian standard. And in order to find some acceptable interface in the new conditions, serious efforts had to be made.
In general, some problems constantly arose with the Ministry of Education of the Republic. Only when Larisa Polyakova headed it did the work take on a consistent, systematic and offensive character. Before this, all sorts of misunderstandings regularly arose.
Thus, on December 14, 2014, almost all the doors of the offices of the DPR Ministry of Education, including the minister and deputies, were opened. All information contained in them was copied from the computers located in the offices. A laptop with a large amount of work information disappeared from the office of the director of one of the departments, Igor Seleznev. A hard drive was also stolen from the computer of the Minister of Education and Science of the DPR I.V. Kostenko.
In addition, there was an acute issue with foreign students who had previously studied at Donetsk universities. For example, on December 12, 2014, we learned that a group of blacks was detained at one of the checkpoints of the Vostok battalion. They began to figure it out. They really were detained. In the wake of general hysteria about foreign Ukrainian mercenaries, ordinary Donetsk guys decided that the black students of Donetsk National Medical University riding in a taxi were a particularly sophisticated mercenary sabotage and reconnaissance group. We had to rescue the poor students.
Another difficulty was the resettlement of refugees and militia families into empty university dormitories at the very beginning of events. The more actively we launched universities, the more students there were, who also needed to be accommodated somewhere. We also worked through some of these issues. For example, when resolving a conflict in dormitory No. 1 of Donetsk National Medical University between students on the one hand and refugees, militias and former prisoners of war living there on the other, it was established that the refugees were provided with other premises in dormitory No. 4, which made it possible to separate students and refugees and prevent conflicts . But they simply refused to move because they had settled down. As a result, measures were taken for resettlement and the conflict was closed. It didn’t seem like state security work at all, but there was no one else to do it.
In addition to purely educational problems, there were a lot of related, but no less important. Let's say it became known about a conflict situation in the staff of the Donetsk State Library named after. Krupskaya. There were almost fights. In particular, the acting director of the library, Natalya Petrovna Avdeenko, took a clear pro-Ukrainian position, regularly carried out anti-republican propaganda in the team and tried to organize events in support of Ukrainian writing, pseudohistory and politics. In particular, already during the revolutionary events in Donetsk, under her leadership and with the support of the Canadian-Ukrainian Foundation located in the library building, such events as the literary and musical evening “Collection of Ukrainian creativity”, as well as “The Forerunner of the Ukrainian Idea: I.P. Mazepa”, accompanied by appropriate poster design with Ukrainian symbols of a nationalist nature. Already during the war, the woman managed to scare her subordinates with the basements of the SBU.
Another Ukrainian activist, working as the director of the municipal educational institution “Donetsk Regional Specialized Music Boarding School for Gifted Children” Tatyana Gorovova, also actively carried out pro-Ukrainian propaganda.
But there were also attempts at slander. For example, we received a statement from one of the teachers of kindergarten No. 119 in the city of Makeyevka with a request to take action against the leadership of the City Education Department, who allegedly behaved pro-Ukrainian. We looked into it and found out that this was a slander related to the desire to “on the sly” take the position of head of a kindergarten.
Medicine
Problems with education were also typical for another sensitive public sphere - medicine.
If in general the medical community actively supported the ideas of the republic and was anti-Kiev, then it was among the leadership that there were supporters of the new Ukrainian regime. This was due to fears of losing touch with the unified system of medical bureaucracy as a desirable environment for personnel promotions, an established system of material fraud and abuse.
There were cases of passive sabotage, such as N. Tarasenko, who, being the chief physician of Hospital No. 9 of Donetsk (Elnitskaya St., 1a), simply avoided being reassigned to the DPR Ministry of Health. The heads of Donetsk hospitals No. 1 (Artema St., 57), No. 16 (Sanatornaya St., 4), No. 11 (Palladina St., 54), No. 20 (Artema St., 185) tried to engage in similar organizational sabotage. And this despite the active dissatisfaction of the hospital staff themselves with the actions of the pro-Kiev bosses!
Even more complicated situations arose. The director of the Donetsk laboratory center, M. Shvartsburd, did his best to obstruct the work of the Ministry of Health in the field of SES. We began to figure out why. It turned out that the person involved in the past was involved in corruption activities and was associated with the criminal world. After the DPR reforms in the healthcare sector, the implementation of corruption schemes became impossible, as a result of which M. Shvartsburd began to be active in preventing the reform; in particular, he held an unofficial meeting among his colleagues, at which he proposed ending subordination to the DPR and suspending the work of the SES.
Understanding the intricacies of medicine, we discovered even more interesting things. In the fall of 2014, it turned out that the department of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine in Donetsk had not ceased its activities on the territory of the DPR.
Moreover, we have established that this department carries out personnel changes in medical institutions, conducts various medical courses, etc. All of the above actions are carried out according to instructions from Kiev and are issued in the form of orders under the seal of the mentioned department, which entails the deliberate creation of chaos in the DPR healthcare system. Suddenly it turned out that some medical leaders were appointed by duplicate orders from Kyiv and the DPR. The situation was simply wild. Naturally, we brought her back to normal.
But Donbass doctors performed their civic feats every day. Without receiving a salary for some time, risking their lives, not having the necessary medicines and being subjected to psychological pressure from their former leaders and colleagues, they saved lives every day, sacrificing their own. So, during the next autumn mortar attack on the MGB building, some of the mines will fly past and end up in a nearby hospital. A surgeon preparing for another operation will die on the spot.
They somehow reminded me of the housing and communal services workers of Donetsk, who in July-August 2014, also without receiving salaries, went out onto the city streets to sweep them and trim roses under Ukrainian artillery fire. Empty streets shone with perfect frequency, roses were expertly trimmed, and wounded workers and the corpses of the dead were transported to hospitals and morgues. And the next day, the comrades of the victims again went out to trim the flowers and restore order. It is through such events that one can understand the real Donbass.
Humanitarian assistance
The situation with humanitarian aid was ambiguous. On the one hand, people could not survive without it. Ukraine, in addition to the war, openly and persistently erected an economic blockade and did everything to make people’s lives unbearable. When it became clear to the enemy that it was impossible to capture Donbass by purely military means, a simple concept was adopted. Through constant shelling and economic deprivation, bring the people to a state where it doesn’t matter who shells and causes harm. The main thing is that this all ends. Ukraine is Ukraine, let it come, just to stop this. But they underestimated the Donetsk team. And an important condition for survival was humanitarian aid. However, certain problems arose in this matter as well.
Firstly, outside the DPR, and especially in Russia, some “pseudo-humanitarian workers” have appeared, openly making money from the grief and misfortunes of people under a good guise.
Secondly, we periodically detected attempts at fraud inside. Of course, the main help was a sincere popular impulse. But various opportunists tried to attach themselves to it.
In addition to small targeted humanitarian aid, aid was distributed in two directions: the state and the Rinat Akhmetov Foundation. The “white trucks” of Russian humanitarian convoys with their huge volumes of supplies appeared later. It was impossible to prohibit Akhmetovites from issuing humanitarian aid. This would have sharply turned the population against the DPR, because we could not replenish the products issued by Akhmetov’s fund. There weren't enough of them, and the republic was on the verge of famine. All that was possible was to force the transfer of products from packages with the appropriate symbols to neutral ones.
The first food packages from the DPR were about 10 kg. With each distribution, the weight of the food package decreased, as the number of people in need constantly increased. The number of refugees and war victims grew exponentially. The average weight of aid provided in October was 3.5 kg.
For example, the first humanitarian aid for the Petrovsky and Kirovsky districts of Donetsk, which were covered much later than the city center, amounted to: 1 can of condensed milk, 1 can of canned food, 1 can of stewed meat, 1 kg of sugar, 0.5 kg of rice. The distribution of humanitarian aid from the DPR was planned once a week. However, since the flow of people was large, the frequency ended up being once every ten days.
The food package of the “Rinat Akhmetov Relief Fund” was: 1 bottle (1 liter) of vegetable oil, 1 pack of tea, 1 pack of cookies, 1 kg of sugar, 1 kg of rice, 2 kg of flour, 1 kg of oatmeal, 1 kg of pasta, 1 kg of buckwheat , 4 cans of canned food, 1 can of condensed milk, 1 candle, 1 pack of matches. The frequency of assistance is twice a month by appointment and coupons.
There were cases of Akhmetov distributing humanitarian aid selectively.
For example, on October 4, 2014, an incident occurred at the humanitarian center of the Akhmetov Foundation. The woman, who during the previous extradition was indignant at the arrogant “misplaced” journalists who were filming a story about what a savior and clever Rinat is, was refused help. Akhmetov’s employees first issued a ticket, then demonstratively tore it up and led him out. Like, “you don’t respect Akhmetov, you are not entitled to help.”
As it turned out later, the woman is a disabled person of the 2nd group. She has epilepsy.
When the journalists arrived, they began asking questions to the pensioners, in the tone of “how bad are you without Akhmetov.” The heroine of the story, in a rage, surrounded the correspondents with the necessary words.
She said that the republic cares about people, unlike the oligarch who left. “In order to pay off people for everything that your Akhmetov has done, every resident of Donbass needs to be given a truckload of aid. At the same time, with his light hand, the Nazis beat the city.” Such cases happened periodically, which showed the real face of the donors and the goals of what was happening.
Of course, through humanitarian assistance, Akhmetov tried to prepare the ground for his return to Donetsk. The scheme is simple. The city is being driven to complete exhaustion, social and financial. The stores under his control are full of food products. There is no money, no payments are being made. Brought to the peak of despair, the residents of the city will be glad to anyone who will help in trouble. It's clear who it is. But his dreams were not allowed to come true.
In addition to purely food issues, humanitarian aid also made it possible to solve medical issues. For example, the issue of insulin in June – August (even September) 2014 in Donetsk was extremely acute. Distribution to the population was carried out in reduced doses, only at specific aid points. This was mainly done by foundations.
From the announcement: “Starting November 3, insulin distribution will begin on the territory of DOKTMO (Kalinin Hospital). You can receive medicines in the form of humanitarian aid in building No. 4.”
We began to strictly suppress attempts to steal humanitarian aid. Realizing that such cases would have been impossible without the support of influential commanders, they began to fight this at the upper levels. A number of leaders and heads of various departments were detained. At the same time, everyone declared their innocence.
From the Internet:
“It has already been six months since the arrest of the prominent terrorist commander of the Donetsk People’s Republic Oleg Orchikov, who led the Svarozhichi battalion of Russian pagans in the Donbass.
This news was reported by Press of Ukraine with reference to terrorist groups on social networks.
It notes that Oleg Orchikov with the call sign “Vargan” was “groundlessly” arrested on the personal order of the “head” of the “DPR” Zakharchenko on November 11, 2014, and since then he has been sitting in a local pre-trial detention center without any “official” charges.
“Comrades-in-arms of our Donetsk branch of the OPD “Slavic Unification and Revival” demand the release of the commander of the “Svarozhichi” battalion, Oleg Orchikov (Vargan). Freedom for Russian heroes! Glory of the Great Russian Empire! Glory to Novorossiya!“ – terrorist groups are full of such messages on social networks.
“The commander of the 4th battalion “Oplot” “Svarozhichi”, Oleg Aleksandrovich Orchikov, call sign Vargan, was unjustly detained on November 11, 2014 and is still in the pre-trial detention center. They are trying in every possible way to hide this so that his unproven arrest will not be revealed. Please repost as much as possible! Help give the children back their father and the wife her husband!’”63.
Such and similar messages are still actively distributed on the Internet. They are happily picked up by the Ukrainian press.
Meanwhile, Orchikov (call sign “Vargan”) was indeed arrested by the MGB almost immediately after the detention of the commander of another “Oplot” battalion, “Gulita,” accused of a series of particularly serious crimes.
The initial basis for Orchikov’s detention was the collected materials about the theft of humanitarian aid. It was established that Vargan, even by his associates, was regularly caught stealing food for residents of the area. During further investigation, facts of other crimes of Orchikov were revealed.
From the case materials:
“The Investigative Department of the Ministry of State Security of the DPR is investigating criminal case No. 12201430, against O. A. Orchikov, initiated on November 11, 2014, on the grounds of a crime under Part 3 of Art. 172-1 of the Criminal Code of the DPR. On November 21, 2014, the corpus delicti in the specified criminal case was reclassified from Art. 172-1 part 3 at Art. 178 part 4 of the Criminal Code of the DPR.
During the investigation into this criminal case, it was established that on August 28, 2014, at approximately 16:15, servicemen of the 4th battalion “Petrovsky OPLOT”, being at the intersection of Petrovsky and Shpagina streets in the Petrovsky district of Donetsk, were armed with firearms , by order of their commander Orchikov O.A., with the threat of using firearms, they demanded from Chilikin A.V., who at the described time was driving a FORD MONDEO TREND car, district AN 01–89 SV, owned on the basis of a registration certificate SAE 601147 JSC “Hephaestus”, proceed to the location of the 4th battalion “Petrovsky OPLOT” of Donetsk, located in building No. 8 on Kramarchuk Street in the Petrovsky district of Donetsk, which Chilikin A.V. unquestioningly fulfilled.
On the same day, in the evening, being at the location of the 4th battalion “Petrovsky OPLOT” in Donetsk, located at the address: Donetsk, st. Kramarchuka, 8, the commander of the specified unit Orchikov O.A., acting intentionally, illegally, with the aim of illegally taking possession of a vehicle, gave the order to his subordinate servicemen, who were all also armed with firearms, to seize a brand car from Chilikin A.V. FORD MONDEO TREND district AN 01–89 NE, after which an unidentified serviceman got into control of the specified car and disappeared in an unknown direction, while the location of the car is still unknown.
In addition, from the Petrovsky District Department of the DGU of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the DPR, the Investigation Department of the Ministry of State Security of the DPR received criminal case No. 08-14-15, initiated on September 11, 2014, on the fact of the premeditated murder of A. A. Dubinsky, on the grounds of a crime under Art. 106 part 1 of the Criminal Code of the DPR, which was accepted for investigation by investigators from the MGB SO, while O. A. Orchikov is reasonably suspected of involvement in the commission of this murder.
...In addition, the Investigation Department of the Ministry of State Security of the DPR is investigating criminal case No. 12201438, initiated on November 24, 2014, on the fact of the premeditated murder of two unknown men, on the grounds of a crime under Art. 106 part 2 of the Criminal Code of the DPR, from the materials of which it follows that on November 15, 2014, in the daytime, during investigative actions as part of the investigation of criminal case No. 12201430, on the territory of the Kargil plant, located in the Petrovsky district of Donetsk, , i.e., two corpses of unknown men, previously buried in the ground on an unspecified date, were discovered and examined.
According to certificates from the bureau of the Donetsk medical examiner dated November 24, 2014, the cause of death of both unknown men, discovered on November 15, 2014 under the circumstances described above, was gunshot wounds to the head, as well as multiple injuries to the skulls. During the investigation, sufficient evidence was collected incriminating O. A. Orchikov of committing this crime...”
In the scope of this case, many other facts of violations of the law by Orchikov were also established. This is exactly how we began to stop the chaos. Step by step, we freed the popular resistance from the growths that had stuck to it, trying to use the situation for their own unseemly purposes.
The situation with the crisis in the vital activity of the population began to improve only after the Russian leadership intervened in this issue. No one was in a hurry to be more concerned about the fate of ordinary people. By mid-autumn there were already deaths from starvation. Ukraine did everything to bring the situation in our territories to the maximum possible catastrophe. Store shelves were rapidly emptying, and people didn’t have enough money.
And then they brought us food, essential goods, generators, heaters, clothing, medical care, building materials, etc., without which the existence of the residents would have been simply impossible. I knew that the office of Vladislav Surkov64 was responsible for this direction. The DPR Recovery Control Center (RCC) was established to coordinate the work on site.
The role of Surkov
...September 2014. Meeting in Donetsk at the Altai facility. The topic is social work and the Minsk agreement. Then still the first.
At the head of the table is Russian Presidential Assistant Vladislav Surkov. He masterfully and somehow even voluptuously scolds the Deputy Prime Minister for Social Affairs of the DPR, Alexander Karaman, for disrupting work on the launch of the new school year, accounting and distribution of pensions and humanitarian aid. Karaman is sullenly silent. He does not like. On the other hand, starving pensioners also don’t really like their current situation. After the execution, Surkov will talk about the essence of Minsk and give all invited commanders and officials the opportunity to ask their questions and receive answers to them.
I look at the action with Karaman with detachment, although I understand that Surkov is right. The problem of civil officials who are unable to organize minimally sufficient work to provide for the population requires strict correction. Here you go. I am watching her. The difficulties of office workers against the backdrop of dying soldiers do not seem convincing.
I understand that there is no point in turning to such a high official with your problems. Before my eyes, several commanders tried to get through to the confidant of the Russian President with feverish requests to support someone, help with weapons, and punish competitors. Everyone received the same answer: “I’m not involved in war!”
I look at Surkov. Here he is, the dark demiurge. The living embodiment of absolute destructiveness. A Chechen hireling, an agent of the oligarchs, an unprincipled manipulator of Russian politics, a skillful deceiver of Putin himself, who confused the Russian president on the topic of Ukraine. The one whose name, before Donbass, I associated exclusively with curses from the liberal opposition, one of the early albums of the Agatha Christie group, the novel “Okolonya” I accidentally read on the train, and associations of a powerful intellectual from the government with the images of the Pelevinskys “Generation” P" and "The Hall of Singing Caryatids". I remember how I laughed while watching videos on YouTube on the topic “Surkov’s propaganda.” And suddenly one of the main enemies of Navalny, Sharansky, NTV during the time of Gusinsky, the author of a stage-by-stage strategy for breaking Russia’s information and political dependence on the West, the concept of “sovereign democracy”, the architect of the Chechen settlement and the entire internal policy of Russia with its parties and other farce, hung with his infernal aegis over Donbass.
But he just didn’t create an ominous impression on me. Neither he nor the decisions he makes. That doesn't mean I liked them. But in such processes, the desired and the possible rarely coincide. Or was he able to lead me into the fornication of his sophisticated networks?!
Again I go through the facts known to me. Spring 2014. Security Council for Crimea. Discussion of how to respond to events in Ukraine and the pleas of Crimeans to their older brother. Many of the senior leaders present have a very cautious attitude. The price of active action is too high. The solution is balancing. And to this day, in some circles, Surkov’s words are remembered: “Even though I’m a half-breed. But I understand that you can’t watch from the sidelines how Russians are humiliated!” Naturally, I know this story as retold by third parties, whose hostility towards Surkov in other situations, however, is so obvious that the story does not raise doubts in me.
That they did not enter Ukraine in the spring of 2014... Probably, Surkov’s opinion on this issue was taken into account. Or not. I just do not know. But I know for sure whose opinion was undoubtedly significant. He is brave, varnished, well-fed, inarticulately verbose and florid in adapting other people's arguments to the pro-Russian rhetoric of the Foreign Ministry. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which did not like the cooling of relations with the West. Which suddenly and so hard began to maneuver with “partners”, whose employees began to lose long-established semi-political – semi-economic connections and schemes, whose comfort was so sharply disrupted. I remember a retelling of one of the first meetings of negotiations between the militia leaders and Ukraine through the mediation of Russia and the OSCE. As several commanders reported on its results, confidently and sincerely calling the Russian Ambassador to Ukraine Zurabov a representative of Ukraine, his rhetoric and behavior were so pro-Ukrainian. In this row there were also large businessmen with parliamentary and ministerial portfolios, bankers who so thoroughly invested in Ukrainian assets...
Surkov was there somewhere with his opinion. But of all of them, only Surkov undertook to somehow solve this problem, and this is how he did it, I have already seen this personally. Badly? Well, of course it’s bad! Could it have been better? For example, Girkin, who, following the model of the relationship between Ellochka the Ogress and Vanderbilt, chose to criticize Surkov for self-justification and a political springboard, undoubtedly could have done better. How exactly? Somehow... I don’t know how, but I could somehow. Surely it could. How could it be otherwise? It’s not difficult, it’s much easier than giving and keeping the officer’s word that I won’t “give up Slavyansk”65.
...The meeting at Altai ends. Surkov asks me and Oleg Bereza to talk to him separately. I tense up a little. I do not intend to act as Karaman. But the conversation takes on an unexpectedly positive character. Surkov is interested in what is really happening in the republic. Then he thinks about it and says: “I beg you very much. I'm just asking. Ensure the security of the elections of the head and the new republican parliament. In order for at least relative order to appear here, it is necessary that some kind of central authority be formed. So far it's just a name. There is no need to interfere with what is happening, let it go as it goes. But safety is especially important.” I breathe a sigh of relief. What has been said absolutely coincides with my thoughts on the topic.
In the future, Surkov will provide assistance in resolving technical issues of ensuring and maintaining order during elections.
How to write about Surkov? At first, his mention was not planned. But upon mature reflection, it became obvious that the description takes on a skewed appearance - after all, the influence of this person on the situation was and remains extremely important today, and to describe what is happening without him is to go far from the truth. On the other hand, any filtered positive and negative will always cause accusations of being biased by one side or another. On the third side (well, yes, there is a third! – and it is the only correct one), if you strive to describe the truth, then you must present it as you know. It is pointless for Surkov to be a lawyer; it is impossible to reverse the entire long-term and multi-ton burden of stereotypes, especially since some of them are probably fair, but I think Surkov does not need my protection, so all that remains is to describe part of what he saw himself.
Surkov aroused interest not only for his colossal role in global processes. Taking advantage of his reputation as the smartest official in modern Russia, he created the appropriate impression. Thin, fit, with long thin fingers of a pianist and an ironic squint, from the category of forever young, despite a touch of gray hair, with intelligent eyes of a painfully lonely man, he constantly directed the world around him. He clearly liked to set up social experiments and, by creating interesting conditions, see how those chosen as histrions would behave. He took obvious pleasure in human theater.
Among those sewn into wooden cases, crammed into the framework of standards, or, conversely, corrupted by omnipotence and indifference, intoxicated by the refraction of armchair battles, were the garrulous talkers, these Russian Marie-Antoinettes, entangled in their own theories and fantasies completely divorced from reality, shackled by the blinders of multidimensional interests of various centers of power, lazy and often simply stupid, sleek and have learned to wear suits of fashion brands tolerably, but who know from the bruises of the spine and career turbulence the dangers of excessive activity, accustomed to the “rules of the game”, which most often consist in the inadmissibility of objecting to the boss’s kick, regardless of his justice, who intuitively practice Talleyrand’s aphorism that for a successful career you need to “dress in all gray, stay in the shadows and not show initiative”, who have brilliantly mastered the skill of interpreting any of their shameful defeat in defending the interests of the country as a non-obvious and therefore longer-term success, often who saw their main purpose in the service in skillfully mastering the noble working specialty of “saw-saw-maker” and “hauler”, who perfectly understood the schizophrenic art of saying one thing, doing another, and thinking something else of officials, the best candidate for such a thankless job that requires “running dry between raindrops ", to be a lightning rod for the curses of all concerned, the ability to communicate not only in office meetings, but also in the field with people, some of whom would rub their noses in the contingent of any crime television program, to generate, make and promote decisions that cause hostility on all sides and participants, but any of their alternatives are many times more harmful to state interests, while having sufficient authority and trust among senior management? I didn't know such an official.
During his September visit to Donetsk, Surkov and his entourage will be accommodated at the DPR MGB special forces base. As a host, I will arrive in the morning and will be able to have a normal conversation with the distinguished guest. In particular, I will ask questions about issues that concern me about the further development of the process in which I am now taking part. I came to Donbass for the sake of an idea that at the beginning of the journey was radiantly clear, but by that conversation had already become fairly dim. I ask questions, get answers. I can't say that they satisfy me. I don’t think they satisfy my interlocutor either. But the situation becomes clear, and I have nothing to object to the arguments presented.
In the first half of February 2015, Surkov came to Donetsk again. He himself decided to see how the new Minsk agreements, for which he was responsible, were being implemented. During his visit, the commanders again tried to drag him into a showdown between themselves, despite the monotonous words of the high leader that his topic was peace and had nothing to do with war. However, peace also presupposed internal stability, so in response to the Tsar’s complaints about Khodakovsky’s inadequate actions during the enemy’s attempt to break through into the city and Khodakovsky’s response vision on the topic, it was necessary to understand the situation. But instead of hearing interested parties, the Russian Presidential Assistant simply went to the scene of the incident, despite everyone's active objections. If something had happened to him, it wouldn’t have seemed like much to everyone, but he still went. First, the “nine” building on the outskirts of Donetsk airport. Under rare artillery explosions, Givi and Motorola report the situation. They report it as best they can...
Then we go to the site of the blown up Putilovsky Bridge, which is one of the issues of the problem. I've been here before, the situation is familiar. A large sign to Krasnoarmeysk and Avdeevka catches your eye. There are rickety lighting poles nearby. The broken bridge covered several cars. Two more broken, soot-covered cars stand in front of the bridge. The old white Soviet Zaporozhets looks especially creepy against the backdrop of things and several children's toys scattered nearby. There are traces of fire and explosions everywhere. Pieces of bridge fabric mixed with dirty snow against the backdrop of twigs of bare trees, branches broken by a blast wave, scattered car tires make you feel cold, no matter how warmly you are dressed.
Donetsk, blown up Putilovsky bridge
Surkov inspects the bridge, after which we all go to the cars. At this time, from afar, the mortars begin to whine like fat mosquitoes. In the general silence of a winter day, under the creaking of footsteps on a dirty snowy road, Adjutant Zakharchenko Semyon clearly pronounces “Get down!” The cordon of accompanying fighters falls into repeatedly trained positions, Surkov’s assistant also presses to the ground. Surkov tilts his head and looks around with curiosity. Oleg Bereza reprimands Semyon for his stupid initiative - it’s clear from the sound that the mines were not flying in our direction. The adjutant makes excuses: they say, you need to be vigilant. We're leaving.
...After leaving Donbass, I will find myself at an event where Sergei Aksenov will be present. When Surkov enters the room, Aksenov will joke: “Well, here he is, the main leaker of Novorossiya,” to which Surkov will grin wearily and answer: “Well, yes... It’s me... I’m draining everything.”
 
At the brink of war
- Comrade Minister, allow me to report?!
Fit, with good bearing, in a formal suit, an officer from the cohort of former SBU operatives, now sincerely involved in our common cause, stretched out in front of me, demonstrating the good news with all his behavior.
- Report.
“Forty-nine enemy troops have already crossed over with our leaflets, twelve of them officers!” And the process is still ongoing!
The offensive is a creative question. In addition to the purely military component, it requires a range of special measures both in the liberated territory and during combat operations.
Near Debaltsevo, for the first time in this war, we tested our propaganda capabilities in combat conditions.
On February 12, 2015, on the initiative of my subordinates, we fired the first 20 122 mm propaganda shells for the D-30 howitzer (each holds 500 leaflets). In the leaflets, we explained to the Ukrainian soldiers the detrimental nature of their position during the closure of the Debaltseve cauldron, and suggested not resisting, leaving their positions and surrendering. In the future we will see the results of these actions. They were very positive.
There were very specific signals about sabotage activity on the part of the enemy fighting with us. For example, at the end of 2014, operational units of law enforcement agencies were working out information regarding a certain Kamil Valetov and his partner under the call sign “Mountaineer.”
DPR leaflets to Ukrainian soldiers calling for surrender
These individuals were characterized as particularly dangerous saboteurs with a high level of training, heading an enemy special group. They were recruited from sabotage and reconnaissance group number five of the Donetsk company of the territorial defense battalion of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine “Dnepr-1”. The group had this name because it was made up of residents of Donetsk fighting on the Ukrainian side.
Valetov was also a local and knew the city well. We had to organize a set of preventive measures. The ambush did not produce any results, the enemy left, but he also could not carry out his criminal intent.
In addition to the conscious defections of Ukrainian law enforcement officers to our side, there were also those who, under the influence of circumstances and their own pathologies, taking advantage of the general confusion, tried to find themselves on different sides of the front. For example, in December 2014, MGB officers detained an employee of the DPR General Prosecutor’s Office right at an official meeting on charges of involvement in punitive operations against the civilian population of the DPR as part of the Dnepr-1 battalion of the Ukrainian Armed Forces.
We understood that the inculcation of nationalism and Westernization, albeit to a lesser extent than other regions of Ukraine, did not spare Donbass either.
Right-wing nationalist organizations were formed in Donetsk and were active before the war (Ultras, VO “Svoboda”, MOO “Sokol”, OO “Right Sector”, “Patriot of Ukraine”, NGO “Trizub”, VO “Batkivshchyna”, etc. . p.), whose members later joined the enemy battalions, and such as “Shakhtersk” (later “St. Mary” by Dmitry Korchinsky, “Tornado”, “Odessa”), were almost completely completed. After Strelkov’s release, there were attempts to form the Ukrainian battalion “Slavyansk”.
Activists of these organizations, who did not travel to the territory of Ukraine after the outbreak of events, fearing persecution by the DPR security forces, nevertheless transferred their activities to the Internet (distributing tendentious information on forums, reporting about the locations of the DPR armed forces, etc. ).
At the same time, however, belonging to these organizations in pre-war conditions was not an unambiguous indicator and vector of further position, although, of course, it formed the conditions and prerequisites.
For example, the head of the Kalinin district organization of the VO "Freedom" of Donetsk in new conditions, observing the shelling of his city by the Ukrainian side, changed his worldview and proved his loyalty to the DPR.
On the contrary, the head of the Shakhtarsky district organization of the VO “Svoboda” Yuri Kondratyev became an active member of one of the territorial defense battalions of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Two people in equivalent positions of one nationalist organization. Equal conditions of choice. But the choice is the opposite. One of the traditions of the civil war.
Football fans of the Shakhtar club, who mostly left Donetsk for Lviv, also joined the Ukrainian battalions of the so-called “territorial defense”.
Later, some of these people began to return. Of course, many realized that visiting is good, but home is better. But we understood perfectly well that the Ukrainian special services would use activists of “right-wing” structures who were returning to permanent residence in the cities of the DPR to carry out reconnaissance and subversive activities.
– Sergey, aren’t you making this up? Well, what Masyanya?! - an elderly MGB investigator in oval horn-rimmed glasses and an old, greasy but carefully ironed suit set out cup holders with tea for himself and a captured Westerner from Lvov with a classic narrow triangular elongated face with a sparse mustache painted on it and owl-like rounded, surprised eyes, dressed in a short dirty camouflage, sat down at the scratched and chipped interrogation table and continued to write the report by hand.
- Dyakuyu... Maybe you haven’t brought some sense into the man? Here you have a very good friend, Seryoga. Then torture Yogo.
Another serviceman of military unit 3004, the city of Zolochev, Lviv region, was found in captivity in the “hut” (as the SBU building in which the DPR Ministry of Defense and military police were stationed) was found.
He confirmed the information that a woman with the call sign “Masyanya” actually served in the battalion. She was junior lieutenant Maria Alexandrovna Konyukova. She was close to the chief of staff of Lieutenant Colonel Vlasenko Vyacheslav Viktorovich (call sign “Filin”) and carried out his individual instructions.
Our interest lay in the fact that it was this lady who was assigned a group of American instructors who conducted classes with Ukrainian military personnel. There was every reason to consider the Americans to be professional military personnel.
In addition to the American and other Western mercenaries, many Slavic brothers also fought against us. Unfortunately, Belarusians were numerous. The “Pahonia” and “Jaguar” detachments were formed into independent groups. There were many Belarusians in the Azov, Donbass, and Aidar battalions. The environment of football fans stood out separately.
When working with prisoners, I was especially interested in the psychology of artillerymen. It was from them that civilians suffered the most. And it was they who struck at schools, residential areas, hospitals and churches. So I tried to talk to some of them personally.
Taking into account the fact that I was familiar with the Odessa region, in addition to my daily work, I chose the 28th Odessa Mechanized Brigade as my target interest. The brigade was almost entirely staffed by Odessa residents, residents of the Nikolaev region, actively fought against us and, most importantly, had a significant amount of artillery used.
The brigade was previously stationed in the Odessa Chabanka area,66 on one of the beaches of which I once loved to relax. Since October 12, 2014, it was located in the Krasnoarmeysky district of the Ukrainian-controlled part of the DPR, in the village of Krasnoye. It consisted of a rocket division of three batteries, an infantry unit of about a thousand and a reconnaissance unit of five hundred soldiers. In total there were about three thousand military personnel in the brigade.
Colonel Leshchinsky and other leaders of the 28th Odessa mechanized brigade of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, taking part in the shelling of Donetsk
I talked with the prisoners and found disappointing answers to the questions that interested me.
The situation in the military unit, which in Ukraine was considered one of the most heroic units, reflected the general state of affairs in the enemy’s armed forces.
The brigade was commanded by Vyacheslav Leshchinsky, whom the Ukrainian military prosecutor’s office would later accuse of losing applications, due to which the formation would be left without supplies and would begin to survive through the help of volunteers and plundering the population.
Moreover. Ukrainian activists accused Leshchinsky, who until recently was called a hero, of selling volunteer help.
Results of shelling of Donetsk by the 28th Odessa mechanized brigade of the armed forces of Ukraine
In the future, criminal cases against senior officers of this brigade in Ukraine will become widespread. One of the most high-profile will be the detention of the commander of one of the most combat battalions for a bribe of more than a million hryvnia for what in Ukraine will be called “facilitating smuggling into separatist territory.”
The situation among the personnel was absolutely degraded. Total alcoholism, because of which the term “avatars” appeared in the Ukrainian armed forces - for the characteristic blueness of alcohol adherents. Regular cases of looting. Constant desertion, when only those who could not escape or go to the hospital for a long time could serve. On August 25, 2014 alone, there were 57 deserters.
I was especially interested in the jet division. His Grads fired at Donetsk. A survey of prisoners showed the following. The division consisted of three batteries. It was then commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Vitaly Bilenky. In turn, the first, main battery at that time was led by captain Oleg Vladimirovich Marchenko. The total number of military personnel is 150 people, 12 GRAD-BM-21 rocket launchers (40 charges each).
As an example, I took the week of December 2014 and examined how the enemy works. The first battery went out to fire on December 3, 4, 5 and 6, on four BM-21s, in the dark.
The principle of striking clearly differed depending on the situation. Or they hit specific coordinates of the possible location of the DPR armed forces. There weren’t many such situations, and if there were, the coordinates were mainly provided by the brigade’s reconnaissance officers. The Ukrainian fighters themselves had serious complaints about the quality of the intelligence officers’ work. Often, in order not to risk their lives, coordinates were simply made up.
Another, more frequent option was the need to shoot ammunition and prepare reports in this regard, as well as activity on the eve of the arrival of various inspectors. In this case, they fired simply at random, towards Donetsk or other populated areas of the DPR.
Well, the third, most disgusting, but also not uncommon option. Just. Show the separatists where the crayfish spend the winter. They beat us, realizing that they were shooting at civilians. This mainly happened at night, either after the officers had taken copious amounts of alcohol, or after significant losses of their personnel. This often happened after the payment of the next salary, which also led to increased alcoholism. Unfortunately, this was not done by the “Westerners”, not by American or Georgian mercenaries. These were residents of the area that was considered pro-Russian. Eh, Odessa, Odessa...
 
Crooks
As you know, it is easier to catch fish in muddy water. Any revolutionary story attracts all sorts of swindlers who hope to warm their hands at the junction of processes, when the old is broken and the new has not yet been formed. This is a fertile environment for those who want to satisfy their needs in an unstable and critical environment. The set here is varied and complex. Ambitions, political projects, financial scams and just crazy people.
...Concert by Joseph Kobzon on the occasion of the inauguration of Alexander Zakharchenko as Head of the Donetsk People's Republic.
The official part and the performance itself passed. Next up is a friendly dinner with the participation of Zakharchenko, Kobzon, the command of the armed forces and members of the Cabinet of Ministers.
I go down to the minus first floor of the Capital Hotel, where the table is set. Almost everything is already in place. Passing by the guards, I see that a handsome old man of noble appearance is standing in the recreation area. An expensive, clearly Italian-cut three-piece suit, patent leather boots, and a gold chain of a pocket watch hanging from the vest. The high hairstyle of the gray mane is well styled. On the chest on both sides of the jacket, which is more reminiscent of a tailcoat, there is a scattering of awards. The old man stretched out motionless, holding his back proudly.
Next to this embodiment of aristocracy, a young, round-faced girl with curled curls in a modest lace dress is fiddling with her slender legs.
I walk further and out of the corner of my eye I see that Yuri Lekstutes is approaching the symbol of the misalliance and is animatedly talking about something.
I'm worried. Lekstutes is formally considered the acting Minister of Culture of the DPR, but he will not be reappointed to the new Cabinet of Ministers. Two days before, Zakharchenko, Bereza, and I spent half a day discussing the structure and composition of the new government that Alexander Zakharchenko would introduce by his decision. Among others, a decision was made on Lekstutes at the instigation of Bereza. Regarding Yuri Olegovich, the DPR Ministry of Internal Affairs has collected materials about fraudulent activities, and a little later he will be arrested.
...I remember my first meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers in the government of Alexander Borodai. There I was appointed to the post of minister. At the end of a long table sat a man with a cell phone headset on his ear. At that time I knew almost no one in the government. After the meeting, a man with a headset came up to me and said:
- Hello! I am the Minister of Culture! Help me! I have been under arrest in the Vostok battalion for five days now!
- How did you end up here?
– They brought me so that I could sign the documents they needed and stamp the seal located in the office!
Naturally they helped and intervened. Lekstutes continued to work in his position.
...And now Lekstutes communicates with the handsome gray-haired man. Knowing that there was something wrong with him, I decided to clarify what kind of people they were.
I take Lekstutes away and ask him a question, who is this?
- Ooo! These are very serious people! They will provide Alexander Vladimirovich with international support at the highest level! These are representatives of the House of Romanov! And Russian intelligence and all European governments work directly with the House of Romanov!
-Who brought them?
- Well, I.
- Clear.
I return and approach the old man.
- Hello Hello. Who are you, dear?
– I am the plenipotentiary representative of Her Imperial Majesty and the plenipotentiary attorney of the Imperial House! The lovely lady is my assistant. – At these words the girl makes a half-curl.
- And in more detail? - I ask and in response I hear a confusing speech about Matilda Kshesinskaya, princes Vladimir, Andrei and Boris Vladimirovich and complex relationships with the association of the House of Romanov.
– So you are from Maria and Georgy Romanov? – I clarify. I at least came across these “most august persons” earlier in the nature of my previous activities.
– No, we are an alternative branch!
-What are your awards? – I turn several pendants backwards towards me. They are big, bright and meaningless. There are no rooms. - State?
- No, well, public.
-Whose is this? – I point to a multi-rayed star on the right side of my chest the size of a small saucer.
- This, you know... - Then there is some kind of unique and complex play on words, among which one can hear “hero”, “valor”, “highest”, “God’s will”, “outstanding” and something else.
– Who founded it and who awarded it?
In response, again some kind of gobbledygook from the “association”, “union”, “public heraldic council” and “monarchical experts”.
– Who is the leader of this organization?
- I…
- So you rewarded yourself?
- Well it is more like Yes.
– And how many copies of this award are there?
- Three…
– What about the members of the organization?
- You see...
- Clear.
The old man, realizing that he is suffering a fiasco, begins to get nervous and, apparently, wants to impress me. He confusedly talks nonsense about his services to humanity. The result is an attempt to thrust into my hand a CD of criminal songs performed by him. On the disk he is listed as something like “Nikola Pitersky.”
No more questions.
I go to the guards and order them to immediately escort the couple out and take them out of the city towards the border.
There were scammers with more complex schemes. In the fall and early winter of 2014, monetary schemers began to frequent Donetsk. Their project was called “Money of Novorossiya”.
The Internet and even some media outlets were filled with information about the creation of the “currency of Novorossiya.”
The then Chairman of the Supreme Council of the DPR, Boris Litvinov, was fascinated by the clever rogues. It was from the floor of Parliament that the attack began on the creation of what they called "account marks." At the same time, Litvinov plunged headlong into this vicious situation, discrediting himself, that he ultimately lost both the position of Chairman of the Council and the opportunity to form his own political force in it. Although there was reason to believe that it was being used “in the dark”, without fully understanding the essence of the game being played with it.
The idea was justified by the lack of the required amount of money supply in the DPR. Ukraine really did everything to deprive the republic of financial circulation. This was also played into the hands of military operations, leading to the shutdown of enterprises and the removal of cash by businessmen. It was very difficult. But the proposed steps were definitely not the answer.
Back in Transnistria, I saw how difficult it actually is to create a national currency for a small unrecognized territory, and I perfectly understood the utopian nature of what was happening. In Transnistria this was a forced step-by-step measure. At first, local stamps were simply affixed to USSR banknotes; later, with great difficulty, Transnistrian rubles were introduced. If Transnistria had any chance to switch to Russian banknotes, the republic would take advantage of it.
An example of the so-called “Novorossiya money”, which is one of the global fraudulent attempts to form capital in the war in Donbass
But the owner of the currency, the Russian Federation, was categorically against it at the time. The lack of a common border and the integration of Transnistria’s industry into Moldova and Europe were also hampered, which implied other payment formats. And the constant everyday turnover of goods between bordering Ukraine and Moldova, in which the dollar, Moldovan leu and Ukrainian hryvnia were in demand, did not favor the Russian monetary unit.
In the DPR, such measures would lead to complete internal isolation and final collapse. In addition, the introduction of its own flawed currency instead of the full-fledged Russian ruble sharply complicated the prospects for the actual integration of the region into Russia.
The schemers promoted the following scheme. A large number of banknotes “rubles of Novorossiya” are printed. The exchange rate is set at the ratio of 33 kopecks of New Russia to the US dollar. Prices in the republic are being recalculated based on the linking of new money to a certain gold reserve of Novorossiya (where is it?). Subsequently, the population is divided into groups, and they are given primary settlement capital. More for working people, less for pensioners. On average, it was proposed to issue about 500 signs (Novorossiysk rubles) in the ratio of 1,600 dollars. Moreover, the first batch of this “Monopoly money” has already been printed.
But the organizers of the scheme aimed at simply global things. They announced that under their leadership a state corporation for the development of Novorossiya was being created, under whose management all (all!) resources of the DPR and LPR should be transferred. Enterprises, coal, all profitable industries! To do this, they announced “free privatization” or a formal buyout of enterprises. But! Right. You guessed it. For the “money of Novorossiya”! Lip was not stupid at all.
At the same time, the schemers did not hesitate to declare the support of the scheme by the top leadership of Russia. From the stands of press centers they declared: “Well, no one from Russia officially objects?! So it’s all for it!”
The essence of the scam was simple and obvious. A huge number of candy wrappers are printed, the price of which is equal to the price of paper. Then exchange offices open, since the initially distributed coupons only allow you to buy food and pay off debts. And a miracle happens! You give paper through the windows of exchange offices and state cash desks. And in response to you - full-fledged dollars, euros, hryvnias, rubles and so on. In relation to the several million population and the internal needs of industry, the profit was supposed to be simply fantastic. He would instantly make the swindlers rich.
They simply did not care that the scheme would bury the republic. At the same time, as always, history was justified by long and pseudoscientific arguments about the laws of economics and political processes. In general, a fairly standard situation. Naturally, all necessary measures were taken to ensure that history did not have its destructive continuation.
There were more fun scammers.
At the end of January 2015, my subordinates reported to me material regarding a certain “influential stranger.”
According to primary data, in one of the Donetsk entertainment establishments, “Shisha Bar,” this person threatened other visitors with a pistol and publicly announced himself as one of the “masters of the city.”
Well, master and master. So we need to get to know each other. I was visiting Donetsk. Well, I worked part-time on a voluntary basis, as it were.
We started looking. The subject was driving a premium red Mazda. He either used the ID of the DPR Prosecutor General's Office or referred to the People's Council.
At the same time, he regularly mentioned his closeness to Zakharchenko. I already had a photo from one of the surveillance cameras with which I drove up to Zakharchenko. Alexander studied him for a long time, then said that he did not know the man.
In general, of course, they found him. He turned out to be a fraudster who was wanted in Ukraine in two dozen criminal cases. The comrade lived in grand style, taking advantage of his exceptional abilities to gain trust and create around himself a feeling of being close to power. The gun he threatened with was traumatic.
The guy (his name was Dmitry) had by that time met a lot of local officials, including those at the ministerial level. He actively formed a network of necessary connections.
Zakharchenko wanted to talk to him, since he was mentioned in the speeches of the next Khlestakov.
I myself brought the detainee home to Zakharchenko.
The guy was nervous, not understanding where he was being taken. He was dressed smartly. Expensive suit, stylish shoes, elegant thin fashionable tie. There is a massive ring on the finger. Gold Swiss watch, large scented handkerchief. Very inviting manners.
On the way, Dmitry tried to communicate with me, but I simply ordered him to shut his mouth.
We arrived and entered the house. We wait. Zakharchenko enters.
My client jumps up and runs up to Alexander.
- Aleksandr Vladimirovich! You are my ideal! I voted for you! Thank heavens for giving me the opportunity to chat with you! I have so much to tell you! Thank you for agreeing to listen to me! “This is despite the fact that until that moment he didn’t even know where he was being taken.”
Zakharchenko cuts him off, asks a few short questions and leaves.
In general, this was an isolated case when, through personal police contacts, we transferred a detainee to Ukraine, where he had previously been put on the wanted list.
 
Gossip
– Bezler personally cuts off the hands of arrested militiamen!!!
- Those are not arms, but legs! And it’s not he who does the cutting, but a platoon of rabid young female models! He keeps them in the basement and sets them on the men!
- Stop it! Bezler has exemplary order in Gorlovka, but the real executioner is Khodakovsky. He still has this from the SBU!
- Khodakovsky?! Yes, he’s weak to go to the front line, he’s holed up in his pizzeria. He doesn’t chop anything at all! He has another problem. He took ten lemons from Akhmetka to hand over Donetsk to the dill! From his fifth base he will make a pass, and the dill will come in. And at the third base he already has dill hiding and sabotaging the city at night! He's an SBU officer!
– What fifth base?! Yesterday I was there with Horvat and San Sanych! Everything is fine there! We have a major problem with Khmury! He’s already a billionaire with money from looted banks, exchange offices, prostitutes and a run-down bus station!!!
- In general, there will be no order! It seems that the MGB has taken over, but Pinchuk is now closed in the basement on Lubyanka. They arrested me right in Moscow!
– What’s more important is that Zakhar fled from the city with the loot! Yesterday his Mercedes drove towards the border!
Etc.
Rumors corroded the minds of the militia, and the desire to scratch their tongue while minimizing traditional recreation formed a new type of leisure.
Since the end of October 2014, Donetsk began to be haunted by information about enemy sabotage and reconnaissance groups allegedly preparing and carrying out terrorist attacks. There was constant mention of a certain garbage truck or minibus, which transports mortars, uses them to target targets in the city, and hastily disappears.
There were not many real prerequisites for this, but rumors developed against the backdrop of a sharp intensification of shelling of residential areas of the city not only with artillery, but also with mortars. A large number of civilians died, houses and other infrastructure were destroyed. The opening of the new school year in Donetsk ended with artillery and mortar shooting of one of the schools. Taking into account the relatively short range of two to three kilometers for, for example, an 82-mm mortar, questions arose about where to strike. The enemy attacked from the outskirts he occupied, but there were also suggestions of sabotage activity. We knew that the enemy was intensively trying to train saboteurs and terrorists, but at that time we still more often encountered nationalist enthusiasts, thugs or besotted fans. Gradually, the level of systematic training of criminals became higher, since professionals from among Western instructors were involved in their training, who had been forming a similar contingent around the world for several years.
However, at that time, information about DRG67 was confirmed in barely a hundredth of the general chatter. This, among other things, made it very difficult to carry out real anti-sabotage work, which was extremely necessary.
At the same time, we observed to a greater extent the traditional activities of sabotage and reconnaissance groups. The 400-kilometer raid that Ukrainian paratroopers carried out on our rear in August 2014 is widely known. The details of this campaign were later described to me in detail by the captured battalion commander of the 81st Airborne Brigade, Oleg Kuzminykh, with undisguised pride and pleasure. But there were many other attacks by enemy groups. At the beginning of the events, there was information that saboteurs enlisted in the militia and, using issued documents, weapons and vehicles, committed attacks and crimes. Such information also required painstaking study and an adequate response. Similar facts were revealed, which was possible only with a competent professional approach from security structures.
In October 2014, there were several attempts to shell the MGB building. One of the buildings was damaged, almost all the windows were broken, several employees were injured, and random civilians were killed.
Based on constant conversations about the DRG, I ordered the formation of consolidated groups to patrol the city, dividing it into sectors. An operational headquarters was created, which was tasked with coordinating operational activities in this direction. “Naruzhka” and other services conducted a constant operational search. On October 31, 2014, at the proposal of the Ministry of State Security, a comprehensive interdepartmental interaction plan was signed and accepted for execution, which made it possible to coordinate the necessary efforts at the system level.
There were not many results due to the excessive inflated rumors. True, we discovered several rookeries and caches of classic Ukrainian DRGs, which, entering our territory, corrected the shelling and organized ambushes. My fighters had clashes with them. There were losses on both sides. Several saboteurs were killed near Gorlovka and Novoazovsk while attempting to enter our territory. But this was very different from the information exciting the city.
In general, anti-sabotage and anti-terrorism work required the highest possible consistency and coordination of all law enforcement agencies and the key participation of a significant segment of my department. There was always a lack of strength, and it was necessary to find any reserves.
A sad curiosity in this regard was Strelkov, who appeared again on the horizon. At the beginning of February 2015, he published a pathetic statement in the information space about his readiness to serve in the security forces of the DPR and a request to “mobilize” him.
The media exploded with headlines “Igor Strelkov is mobilizing to Donbass”, “Ex-Minister of Defense Igor Strelkov is rushing to the front line” and others.
Since his message, in particular, said: “... I have significant experience in operational, operational-combat and leadership intelligence and counterintelligence work in the front-line and behind-the-front zone, as well as the fight against illegal armed groups and the bandit underground... In any of these qualities I am ready to be called up for service in the Armed Forces or security agencies of the DPR or LPR,” then, as the current Minister of State Security, I decided that without fish, as they say, there is pike.
There were not enough professionals, and although Girkin turned out to be an absolutely incompetent and hysterical commander, he did have experience in the field of anti-terrorism work in Chechnya. I conducted all the necessary consultations in this regard and decided to appoint him as my adviser on counter-terrorism under the guarantee that he would actually work and not fan his own fire of vanity. But the wait for the receipt of this application to me turned out to be in vain, as well as to the other declared addressees. Girkin decided that to be hired, an application in the media or on social networks on the Internet is enough, and it does not need to be sent to a potential employer. I probably also had to answer him through the media. It was a new cutting edge in employment and recruitment technology. But seriously, the character again promoted himself on the grief and troubles of Donbass, far from the tragic events on which he built his capital.
Gossip. The intelligence services and law enforcement agencies have such a technique. It is called “disunion of criminal and destructive groups by compromising leaders.” The idea, as the name suggests, is simple. By deliberately creating and spreading defamatory rumors, you can often achieve more than with force and money.
– Who do you obey?! You came for an idea, and this jerk commander of yours is lining his pockets!
The technique is simple. Denigration accompanied by a moralizing refrain.
Indeed, a significant and major part of the power of leaders, especially informal ones, rests on authority. It is he who forces his subordinates to obey orders without complaint. If you light the fuse of doubt, put into your head the idea that your leader is a scoundrel, a thief, a coward, a degenerate, then sooner or later the hierarchy of subordination and efficiency will begin to crumble. Such situations manifest themselves especially clearly in war. The commander controls in extreme conditions. The fighters are in constant readiness to kill and die. This is the essence of a real soldier - to kill and die on command. Such stressful conditions for the psyche of most people exacerbate people’s worldview, self-identification and assessments.
There were several main trends in the non-stop flow of rumors. On the one hand, the enemy constantly generated various “misinformation” through the media and its agents. It's inexpensive and quite effective. On the other hand, local confusion, various consequences of pre-war conflicts, and the fantasies of a number of not entirely adequate newsmakers created a melting pot for gossip. Plus, some scoundrels trying to make a political career for themselves in the war inflated the Ukrainians’ falsehoods or created their own.
You could listen to anything! About caravans of cars with gold to the mainland, about the constant cutting of body parts by individual commanders, about non-stop bargaining with Akhmetovites and dill for the surrender of settlements, about an endless string of conspiracies and coups and so on, sometimes smaller, but no less bright. Sometimes there were some prerequisites for something, but mostly I had to deal with complete nonsense. As you know, the sleep of reason gives birth to monsters. And here everything depends on the habit and skill of treating information as an element-by-element product with its own algorithm.
I was regularly attacked by subordinates and activists from other departments and units with initiatives for urgent measures in connection with such rumors. Taking into account the large number of militia enthusiasts recruited into the service at that time, as well as employees with experience primarily in desk work, it was necessary to constantly restrain such impulses and direct them in a more professional direction.
The fact is that operational workers of any law enforcement or special structure are divided into categories depending on the specifics of working with information.
Let’s say that internal affairs officers are not inclined to carry out lengthy background checks simply due to the criteria for the effectiveness of their official activities. The crime must be solved, and the sooner the better. The peculiarities of the activities of state security agencies, on the contrary, require a much longer path to work with information with the end result not always obvious. Here, the initial data, even if confirmed, can be implemented not through criminal cases, but through various “preventive measures”, combinations, special operations, informing the relevant authorities, applying administrative measures, eliminating the prerequisites and conditions for destructive activities and, in this regard, prohibitions traveling abroad, traveling for work, and the like.
Naturally, within such structures there are divisions into specializations. As a result, divisions and employees appear that are more or less oriented towards results or, conversely, towards process. This division also makes it possible to take into account the personal qualities of the operator. A number of special services introduce this approach into the organizational principle of their structuring, separating the mining and processing segments. As in any process, one cannot do without extreme forms, which often turn into routine.
As a result, for example, in the police there appear employees who are not capable of high-quality activities in obtaining information and work according to the “stick” principle, when at all costs it is necessary to give a “stick”, that is, to enter data about a solved crime into the statistical records. This leads to falsifications and forgeries. And in state security, employees are formed who work “for the safe and for the table”, that is, they take the principle of the number of compiled “certificates” and other papers as the basis for reporting, without taking into account their effectiveness. In this case, absolute irresponsibility for the authenticity of your documents arises.
More serious problems begin to arise when such employees, who have spent their entire careers largely passively handling information, are given the authority to control people's destinies and make decisions accordingly. There were also a number of them in the DPR Ministry of State Security. With bulging eyes, these people brought all kinds of information garbage to me and demanded a “reaction.”
But the special service should differ from a street shop with grandmothers husking seeds by a professional approach to data. There were problems with this. I had to explain things known to any real professional. Over the years of my rather intensive operational activity, I have never encountered information that would coincide at the stages of receipt and implementation. This is how people are made. Even if your source is absolutely sincere with you, his words are like water flowing through pipes. Depending on the cleanliness, serviceability, and wear, microparticles of communications leave their mark in the liquid. It’s also good if it’s water, and not less pleasant substances. And people’s information reflects their characteristics, coloring them with the shades of their personality. At the same time, their reporting to security agencies is often influenced by personal interests, ambitions, self-interest, etc.
As a result, the information becomes subjective, and the employee’s task is to give it an objective character. The process of his official activity should have been aimed at this. Instead, often, and especially in war, there is a temptation to “react quickly.” The result is mass arrests, hasty discriminatory measures, and illegal methods. This plays into the hands of the enemy.
The gradual personnel “purges” that I began were aimed, among other things, at getting rid of such problems, although, naturally, such a process should be constant.
One of the main difficulties in any extreme situation when making management decisions is the objectivity and reliability of the information taken into account. Difficulties regularly arose with this.
As an example, I remember the next staff meeting in January 2015, at which responsible officers and commanders argued for a long time about the possibility of taking Pesok68 with the available forces. This would make it possible to push the enemy away from Donetsk, and with the successful capture of Marinka, to completely stop shelling of the city by Ukrainian artillery. At the same time, there were reports on the characteristics and degree of combat readiness of various militia units ready to strike the enemy. The reports were directly opposite to each other.
As a result, Alexander Zakharchenko could not stand it and said that he would go to the place and figure it out himself. Oleg Bereza and I went with him.
We went to the supposed offensive headquarters, which was the forward stronghold of the militia.
We're approaching. There are practically no trees within a kilometer radius from the headquarters. Some burnt mortars are sticking out of the ground. They obviously regularly hit here with everything possible. Cold. There is dirty snow on the ground, covering potholes here and there from shelling. We knock. A rumpled soldier crawls out of the headquarters basement, squints blindly into the daylight and looks at us with bewilderment.
-Who is the eldest?
- Zhora...
- Division?
- "East".
We go down to the headquarters, call the senior officers, and listen to the situation.
– What forces do you have?
- Sixty eight people...
- The enemy?
- Well, three or four hundred people...
Next, we discuss the effectiveness of our artillery and the combat potential of the enemy.
Hmmm... So much for the offensive... Sixty-eight against four hundred.
Zakharchenko demands to be taken to the front line. The soldiers answer that he is already on the front line. Zakharchenko insists on reaching the front positions.
A smart young guy in a maroon beret with “East” stripes is called up. Introduces himself as a Cadet.
Let's go out. Here our guide explains that he will not lead more than three. The area is being scanned, and if there are more people, then you need to immediately be ready for shelling and combat, and in a protracted mode.
The entire numerous “personal” of Zakharchenko, Bereza and mine begins to gather. We order everyone to stay put. The guys are in excited bewilderment. Semyon and Berkut, Zakhar’s adjutant and chief guard, argue with him for a long time. In the end, the three of us leave, plus Cadet, who shows the way.
Zakharchenko steers and turns on the radio.
Zakharchenko gets into the car behind the wheel, the conductor is nearby. I'm in the back seats with Oleg. Already a familiar scheme.
Soldier of the Vostok brigade with the call sign "Cadet", the village of Peski
“I know the password, I see a landmark, I only believe in this, love will save the world,” Vera Brezhneva sings, as if in reproach to what is happening around us.
The conductor quietly makes a remark, and Alexander, realizing it, turns off the radio. Indeed. We may not hear the mine. Dill does not share the philanthropy of her singing compatriot.
On the way, the Cadet says that he dreams of returning to Slavyansk. He has a girlfriend from there, with whom he agreed to sign only when we take the city again.
We drive through the turns to the Volvo Center and enter it. Inside, at the AGS with “snails” piled up nearby, we leave the car and go through another entrance to the position. The first is Oleg, followed by Zakharchenko, I cover their backs.
We go into a small dugout. They all don't fit. We inspect the area, Zakharchenko asks clarifying questions.
Soldiers from the position warn that shelling could begin at any moment. If he is strong, it is recommended to jump into a large square hole dug at the entrance to the dugout. I look into the hole and figure out how best to fit. Since I am the heaviest, this is not an easy question. If you throw Zakharchenko first and jump on top, you can break his neck. If you jump first yourself, it’s ugly. A heavy, dirty, muddy winter fog slowly floats over the field. The enemy is very close.
We finish and go back.
Again we were convinced that everything needed to be checked on the spot.
 
Closing the boiler
- San, where are you going?
Entering Zakharchenko’s office, we saw him collecting unloading. It was clear that he was going somewhere to the front line.
“We agreed: where you go, we go.”
- Guys, I want to see what’s there on Marinka. There is an option to take it.
- Okay, but we will go with you.
- It's coming.
Oleg and I rush home, quickly change our civilian suits to the “mountain”, and add machine guns, grenades and ammunition to our pistols. At this time, the “personal” is being rearmed. They are already accustomed to the fact that ministers can rush to where it is hot.
We return to “Altai” and from there, together with Zakharchenko, we go to the front line, to the Marinka area. We stop at a grocery store building. He won't be there on the way back.
We are talking with the soldiers, and at that moment the shelling begins. First, the mines fly, then they are joined by cannon and rocket artillery. We leave for the adjacent headquarters of the company in position. Here you can talk more or less calmly. Abkhaz reports, followed by Mongol, then several more commanders. It becomes obvious that the original plan to lead several small groups behind enemy lines at night and then, cutting off street by street, strike in a coordinated manner is unrealistic. The peculiarities of the terrain, enemy fortifications and the loss of the element of surprise interfere. We are exploring options.
At this time, they report that the previously planned exit of one of the units to develop the offensive near Uglegorsk was disrupted. We're going to the corps headquarters to find out.
At headquarters we listen to a strange story that the soldiers did not go on the attack because they were burying their comrade. During a more detailed analysis, it becomes clear that there simply are not enough people for the offensive. As a result, Oleg raises the entire special forces reserve of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Together with “Falcon” and “Berkut”, 150 people are recruited. I am adding the MGB special forces reserve. Another 75–80. Zakharchenko raises just over one and a half hundred from the newly created Republican Guard. We form a column and go to the headquarters of the third brigade in Gorlovka.
Over the next three days, we are on the spot creating a new plan of attack. We sleep there, at the headquarters. The city of Uglegorsk is the key point of closure of the Debaltsevo boiler69. Without it there will be no boiler.
The initial plan is simple. Taking Uglegorsk is dangerous and difficult. Therefore, it is necessary to cut the road to Artemovsk and the adjacent dominant heights. Thus, the city will become part of the cauldron.
The operation is scheduled for the early morning of January 28. The combined assault group must move into position from the edge of the forest belt. Since the direction of movement is mined, two tanks with mine trawls will move in front of the group. I am responsible for the interaction between the Diesel tankers and the assault group.
Morning. Precious minutes and hours are lost, but there is no movement. Tankers cannot install trawls on tanks. One of the tanks does not have the lower booms necessary to secure the trawl; the other has problems with the winch.
Beginning of twelve. We take Zakhar to the “commander’s” room and persuade him to curtail the operation. During. Half an hour after the group’s departure, its location was burned out by enemy artillery. When we analyze the situation later, we will come to the general conclusion that what happened turned out to be for the best. Attempts to implement this plan would have led to significantly greater losses and time delays than subsequent events.
And then Zakhar offers to take the city.
The corps staff officers are indecisive. There were no forces left for the assault; everyone was dispersed along the front line of the attack on Debaltseve. But we insist. We are being reinforced by the “Vani Severa” battalion of the third brigade, which should act as an outflanking strike. In essence, this offensive breaks all the canons of military art. The assault group consists of approximately 370 fighters. The defending enemy has at least one and a half to two times more. The basis of the Ukrainian garrison is parts of the 128th Transcarpathian Mountain Rifle Brigade plus attached units. Relying on artillery, surprise and arrogance. Well, good luck, that's the main thing.
According to the plan, our artillery should suppress enemy checkpoints, after which the strike group will begin an offensive. General coordination is entrusted to Krot, who moved from Khmury to the Republican Guard, the group seniors are from the Ministry of Internal Affairs - Alexey Dikiy, from the MGB - Mongol. In reality, my special forces are led by Vasily “Lenin” Evdokimov, who in the future, together with Dikiy, will receive the Hero of the DPR for Uglegorsk and Debaltsevo.
The artillery worked and the offensive began. The infantry can enter. Here Dikiy reports to Bereza that the supposedly destroyed checkpoint continues to shoot at them.
We check with the artillerymen, they contact the spotters - the checkpoint has been destroyed!
But what is it, the fighters cannot raise their heads because of the “cliff” of 70 dills! Oleg insists, the artillerymen whisper, retreat and, according to the “peanuts”, set a specified task. The coordinates were mixed up. While our artillery is working at the checkpoint according to the Brusilov barrage, the guys begin the assault. On the other side of the city, fighters from the North are trying to attack, but the attack fizzles out after seven three hundredths.
Our group entered. During the day, several detachments gradually moved towards the center, towards each other. When it becomes clear that the assault was a success, the attackers begin to be reinforced by units transferred from other directions of the front.
- Sasha, where are you going?! – At the moment the assault begins, Zakharchenko quickly walks towards the exit along with adjutant Semyon.
- Yes, I’ll go and have a look...
-Where are you going?! You understand! Coordination between units, coherence and activity of staff now rests only on you! If you rush to the front line now, the offensive will fall apart. And scattered groups working autonomously will come to you, disrupting the planned order. You are needed at headquarters.
Zakharchenko reluctantly agrees... For another half a day he controls the battle on the spot. In the second half, when it becomes clear that the entrance to the city has been successfully completed, he begins to gather again. This time we don't mind. The staff will handle it, but our fighters will do the fighting. Let's go.
First we arrive at the administration building of one of the mines. There Zakharchenko communicates with local residents and gives interviews to the press. At this time, I contact my people and pull up a reserve from the commandant’s unit of the MGB.
Zakharchenko and I get into the jeep and head out. At the wheel is Zakharchenko himself, next to him is the instructor of his security, the Dagestani Maga. Oleg and I are in the back seat.
We are driving towards the entrance to the city. And then an armored personnel carrier rolls out towards us. White stripes! The “pregnancy” stripes indicate that they belong to Ukraine! Damn, according to the report, this is our territory, the very entrance to the city! Is it really a counter-offensive?! We are driving along a narrow strip of road into a field. It is impossible to turn off, the entire territory of the road is mined. We will see this on the way back.
We are getting ready to jump out of the car. An RPG-18 hangs on the back of the seat. After stopping the car, Maga grabs a grenade launcher. Oh, no. Everything is fine. We took a closer look. Our! They are driving captured vehicles. Recognized by the flag. We went out, talked, and moved on.
At the Ukrop checkpoint we are met by Dikiy and Mongol, who report on the situation. The groups move towards the city center towards the railway station. We get into the cars and go there.
It's getting dark. We stop at a damaged tank. In the three-story, dilapidated building across the street, flames are pouring out of several upper windows of the apartments of a residential building under a piece of the roof blown off by a shell. The snow is saturated with gunpowder smoke. The feeling of a postcard from childhood for February 23 with views of the capture of the Reichstag.
We look around and decide to stay here for the night. We select a separate building, which used to be some kind of social club, and assign a group to open the doors and set up places to spend the night.
At this time, film crews from central TV channels, led by Evgeniy Poddubny, arrive. Zakharchenko gives what later became a loud interview, during which a sniper shot is heard. As will become clear later, this sniper will subsequently correct the work of enemy artillery.
On camera, Zakharchenko demonstrates the Ukrainian flag captured from the city garrison, one of my subordinates reports to him the situation. I'll get into the frame. Subsequently, this plot will cost me dearly. Until this moment, my wife will be confident that I am sitting in a guarded office around the clock. But her father recognizes his son-in-law in the story, sends her a link, and I will have something to listen to.
Ten minutes pass and the mines begin to fall. At first rarely, then more and more often. A few more minutes pass, and artillery is activated. After one of the explosions we are hit by a shock wave. The angry one falls on me, shielding me from flying fragments. Kulob falls nearby. I feel in my stomach the waves of the earth shaking from the explosions. They are getting closer, and I am trying to bring my legs apart from the vibration. An idiotic thought is spinning in my head that if my leg is torn off now, then I should at least try to preserve my genitals.
I’m trying to contact my commandant reserve and order them to come to me. The shelling is targeted, and we urgently need to locate the spotter. But the leader of the group begins to come up with reasons why he cannot do this, and I understand that he is simply afraid.
I'm lying next to a smoking tank. Suddenly, an air plug clogs the ears and, breaking through the cotton wool of oxygen in the lungs, goes somewhere into the chest from the roar of an explosion, blocking the others. Out of the corner of my eye, as if in slow motion from an epic movie, I see the turret of a previously destroyed tank flying overhead. As will become clear later, one of the Grad missiles hit its ammunition load, which detonated.
Subsequently, footage of the shelling, when the sky begins to fall on us, will fly around television in Poddubny’s story. I grab Poddubny by the shoulder and shout to him to hide in the entrance next to the house.
I run to the nearest five-story building, and then another blast wave knocks me off my feet. I fall face first into the snow and realize that it’s not just snow. His face was scratched by shards of glass that fell from the windows of a nearby house. About ten centimeters from the eyes, a large fragment sticks out from the ice and ground. Lucky it wasn't on him.
I lie down and wait out the next wave of shelling and run into the entrance. There are already about ten fighters there. We are located in the corridor.
- Guys, go further into the wing, the ceilings there are more reliable, it’s safer there.
A thin old woman comes out of the door of one of the apartments and looks at us pitifully. Crap! There was an evacuation of civilians! But many still remained...
Mole runs into the corridor and reports the situation.
– Where is Zakharchenko?!
- In the next entrance.
I run to the house where Zakharchenko is. It’s dark, the flashlights shine dimly.
- Sasha! They work for you! – In the future it will become clear that this is indeed the case. After we leave, the fire will stop. Probably, Zakhar’s phones and ours, plus a spotter, took bearings. - We must leave! You're not of much use here, you're more needed at headquarters!
Zakharchenko thinks for a long time and reluctantly agrees.
We send people to decide which cars are running. Part damaged by shelling. Zakharchenko is driving himself, with Maga nearby. Oleg and I sit in the back seats, and here we place Poddubny, who is trying to put on a brave face by saying that he was under fire in South Ossetia. He is looking for his operator, who is also put into one of the cars.
My armored minibus with a personal vehicle is following us. After some time, artillery shots begin to follow our column. Several sniper bullets hit the cars.
The narrow track of the road towards Gorlovka is suddenly blocked by a stuck minibus. We jump out and try to push the car out with our hands. It doesn't work! We get into the jeep and try to drive around. Mines! The side of the mine, a large can of food, sticks out right from under the wheel of our car. Lucky it didn't explode. We are slowly moving back into the rut.
The stuck car finally moves, and we follow it. At this moment a wave of “hails” reaches us. “Hailstones” fall right behind me, one of them falls on my armored minibus. The fragments will tear the bladder and pierce the legs of the Evil One, and crumble Malta’s leg. My work briefcase, which I left with the guards, is also on fire.
We are rushing in a jeep.
- Sanya, faster!
Thoughtful, Zakhar adds gas. He is absolutely calm. Having been with him more than once on the front line, I always noticed this rustic calm. His courage is not feigned and is absolutely natural.
We drive past the mine administration building. There is my fucked reserve. I order to organize the evacuation of the wounded, and then we transfer Poddubny to another car, which goes ahead, and we ourselves also set off.
The shelling begins again. The car windows are broken, it's cold. I sit on the left and, putting the machine gun out the window, look at the fields. Bereza sits nearby in the same position, with a machine gun in the right window. The night is pierced non-stop by meteorite bombardments. There is a sound behind me, as if children were throwing small gravel. I put on my hood, but it doesn't get any warmer. Upon arrival, we will see that the entire trunk is covered with fragments.
Behind us are two more cars, Zakhara’s personal cars. A little later one will lag behind. Old, who was sitting behind the wheel, will receive a fragment that will enter the body through the side. He is wearing a bulletproof vest, which will do a disservice. A fragment from the inside will hit the wall of the armored vehicle, bounce off to the opposite side and create a bloody mess of entrails.
There are many wounded among us. No one was killed. We consider it a miracle, because what just happened to us could not end so easily. Lucky!
We are going to Gorlovka. It’s completely dark, no one really knows the way. We stop at a fork. One road leads to Gorlovka, the second to the Ukrainian checkpoint. Where is which one? We will go right, but there will be those who make mistakes...
We arrive and burst into the headquarters. I put the machine gun against the wall and go to wash myself. A staff officer jumps up and puts it on safety. Damn, I forgot...
DPR assault group in the city of Uglegorsk. Fight for the city
A day later, Zakharchenko will again rush to Gorlovka to coordinate the cleansing of Uglegorsk and the further closure of the boiler. We will go after him and persuade him to return with us, because the entire mechanism of the civil administration freezes with his departure. A lot of things have accumulated. On the way back we will be fired upon with 82mm mortars.
A mine or shell falling is not at all like in the movies. In the movies, this happens in a menacingly epic way. You seem to separately evaluate the whistle, the roar, the consequences and the logical information. Actually... It's a strange feeling. Everyone probably has their own. I personally felt like a nail. Nails lined up await the blow of a hammer. And a huge hammer from the sky hammers you into the ground.
How is this war different from other recent ones? What did the volunteers with combat experience burn on?
In no local war in past years has there been such a massive use of artillery and military equipment. There are often shooting battles, sometimes mortars.
Center of Uglegorsk. After battle
Here the war was going on with the army of the largest European country, which from a bunch of declassed rabble, under the influence of Western advisers, foreign money, sent weapons and combat experience, well-organized propaganda to fool the local population, turned into, albeit skewed, but a large and bombarded army.
I once heard a dialogue between two Russian volunteers.
– Why aren’t you wearing armor and a helmet?!
- Yes, I always fight like this. It's more comfortable for me. More mobile. This hardware doesn't save you from anything. I was always like this in Chechnya.
- Fool! – said a more experienced one, who had already fought in the Donbass. – There is minimal shooting here! We are being hammered by artillery and tanks. This is how you can jump like this when clearing the green stuff. And here the bulk of deaths and wounded are from shells and shrapnel. In this sense, we are Chechens here!
Mid-January 2015. I come to Zakharchenko’s then headquarters at the Altai facility to work with documents and discuss problems. I go up to the second floor and at the entrance to the reception area I run into him. Twenty-five again. Old song. Unloading, automatic, standing in the doorway.
- Sanya, where are you going again?!
- Yes, everything is fine, Andryukha. I’ll just see what’s there on Marinka. I'll just take a look.
Damn, “I’ll just take a look.” I no longer have time to change clothes, Zakhar jumps into the car. OK. I'm going with him like this. We arrive at a gas station. In the gas station cafe, Zakhar, I, Zakharchenko’s assistant Semyon and Dima Berkut are drinking coffee. Then we roll on. Along Shkolnaya Street we pass part of Aleksandrovka.
A tank destroyed in Uglegorsk.
A few minutes after the shooting, a Grad missile will hit his turret, the ammunition will detonate and the severed turret will fly over the heads of the fighters
A fragment of Evgeniy Poddubny’s broadcast about Uglegorsk.
During filming, the author of the book was caught in the frame
Stop, you can’t go any further in cars, they’ll shoot at you. Let's go out. Everyone is wearing slides, hats, masks. I’m alone in a black cashmere coat and Italian “Mario Bruni” boots. Oh, what a beauty. Italian boots are uncomfortable on mud and ice. Normal army winter boots at home. From then on, I will always carry a spare set of “slides” in the trunk.
While I’m sliding and hurrying behind Zakhar, who is quickly walking along the last houses of the village, I remember how I bought these boots.
...Mid-September 2014. It's gradually getting colder. No warm shoes. I was hoping to go home for it or buy it in Rostov, but it’s completely impossible to get out. I ask Adjutant Maxim to find out where in the city you can buy shoes.
- Andrey Yuryevich, I found it! There is a shop here. They are being sold, the owners have left for Kyiv. I used to have very good shoes. They are closing now, but are still open.
Let's go. Small neat store. I order the guards to stay outside, and I go inside with Maxim. I forbid Maxim to take a machine gun. Let's go in. Sweet, slightly frightened girl. Please show me the shoes in the size I need. She brings it and measures it. Here I notice her excitement.
- What's happened? You hurry?
- No no! Everything is fine!
I follow her gaze and see that she is looking behind the glass display cases onto the street. And then I understand what’s going on.
- Maksim! Well, let's disperse the "personal"! Why the hell did they become like that!
My soldiers, positioned around the perimeter, cordoned off the store and took up fighting positions. It would bother anyone.
“Sorry, they can’t switch from the war,” I mutter, paying for the chosen shoes.
...And here I am in these boots, hurrying to our advanced Marinsky positions. Why is it that when you’re in uniform, it’s not so noticeable how slippery, dirty and cold it is here!
To get to the trenches dug on a hill, you have to climb an embankment. Someone manages to jump up with a running start, someone has to rest their knee on the chilly ground. The army "slide" allows. A cashmere coat doesn’t work for me. Somehow I climb up. I jump into the trench.
- Comrade Minister, bend down! You are the only one here in a black coat, the best target for a sniper!
I don't care about the sniper. The boots were almost completely immersed in the mud and, from the adhering grass mixed with a mess reminiscent of pellets for adobe village houses, they became three times heavier. This is the problem.
Zakharchenko inspects the territory and enemy positions. Having briefly heard the report of the senior commanders in this direction, I recall two of them and ask you to show me the waste heap where my soldiers died.
A week before this trip, the then commander of my special forces, Mongol, reported to me about two “two hundredths”71 on one of the Marinka waste heaps. The soldiers died during a reconnaissance mission to collect information about Ukrainian forces. Since the event was not authorized by me, I ordered an internal investigation into the incident.
But verification is verification, and the opportunity to see the scene of the incident with your own eyes should never be missed.
The waste heap is located significantly to the left of the main direction of enemy forces, but provides an excellent opportunity to control the environment. The guys climbed up and were shot there. The investigation must answer the questions of causes and culprits. But I myself see the blind spots of the enemy’s approach and retreat and understand the miscalculation of event planning. Apparently, there was a meeting with a sabotage and reconnaissance group, which itself chose the waste heap to observe us or post snipers.
 
Home
Morning of February 3, 2015. Breakfast is served in the living room. Tea, sandwiches. Oleg Bereza and I usually had a snack on the large bay window of the living room in order to enjoy the morning sun at least a little before the upcoming frantic bustle of everyday life. I go out first for breakfast, Oleg is still getting ready in his room. I'm restless. I do not know why. I myself cannot formulate the reasons for my nervousness. Rare mine explosions can be heard in the distance, but they shoot constantly, we have long been accustomed to this. I go into the living room. I don’t sit down at the table, I return to the stairs and go down to the basement. I checked the lighting and doors. Everything is fine. I go up to the living room again, Oleg has already come down.
“Listen, let’s have breakfast in the basement,” I say.
- For what? It's a nice day, what's the point of going down?
- I don’t know, I don’t understand myself. I feel somehow uneasy...
- Come on, everything’s fine. Now let’s quickly eat and leave for work.
“Okay,” I agree, and we sit down to breakfast.
The first shell will make the whole house tremble. I’m already ready for something like this, so, turning in my chair, I grab my briefcase, turn towards the stairs and shout to the “personal” and the hostess, who helps us around the house, to go down to the basement. Let's run.
For the next hour and a half we are ironed almost non-stop. Shells and mines are falling around the house, everything is shaking. It is obvious that they are working for us. Coming out after the end of the “concert”, we see the burning remains of the neighbor’s house. Some of the explosions were scattered along the street.
Since then, Oleg never doubted my intuition, and one day I accidentally saw on the Internet a recording of a fragment of this shelling72.
I went to Donetsk for a couple of months. It was normal then. Many of those who wanted to take part in the defense of Donbass took vacations and went where their conscience, ideals and principles told them to go. Some for a week, some for a month, some for several. In fact, no one then thought that all this would last for years. When it became clear that the story was dragging on, the state of many began to resemble the plot of Vladimir Vysotsky’s song “About a short-distance runner who was forced to run a long distance.”
I was no exception. Working in a management position in one of the large corporations, I took a vacation and went. When my trip dragged on, I eventually had to quit, devoting myself to the DPR Ministry of State Security. However, everything that has a beginning, as we know, also has an end. Constantly postponing my departure for a short time, I defined the horizon of my stay in Donetsk as the new year, 2015. But I had to stay longer.
And now the moment has come to decide: what to do? Alexander Zakharchenko called to stay in Donetsk forever. It was quite tempting. I liked the city. Beautiful streets, modern infrastructure in the good sense of the word of a European city could leave few people indifferent. The spring of 2015 was approaching, and, despite the bareness and grayness of late winter, the approaching scent of the roses of this bright region could already be felt. The nature around Donetsk made it possible to satisfy the most demanding tastes. The work I was doing was clear to me and allowed me to fully realize myself. Basically, everything I planned worked out. True, as time went on, the question of what to do with my family became more and more pressing, but I put it off for now.
But. Why all these pastorals during the war? There was another side to the problem related to the original goals. I constantly reminded myself why I was here. I came to help protect people. I came for a big idea. Like many others. After all, almost everyone traveled unselfishly, and not to build a career and arrange their life. There is a phrase attributed to Napoleon: “I know many who are willing to kill for money, but I don’t know anyone who would be willing to die for money.” Indeed. It is impossible to die for money or other material goods. Then you simply are not able to use them. The motives are completely different. Anything, but not material. Helping loved ones, ambitions, complexes, ideals. After all, the war in Donbass dictated the understanding of the very probable death from artillery and other poorly calculated causes with a large radius of chance, in contrast to, say, a classic shooting battle. Yes, and there were no special “guests”. Much more was provided in their place. The opportunity not to be indifferent to evil, to come into contact with the great process, to be in it, and not to smolder in the sand battles of everyday life.
I remembered what I came for. And he made the final decision to turn the page when he realized the prospect of a change in the situation. Once again I decided to trust my intuition.
On February 12, 2015, the Second Minsk Agreements were signed. The level of signatories of this document was extremely high: signatures were given by the heads of Russia, Germany, France, Ukraine, and the OSCE. Moreover, on February 17, the document was approved by the UN Security Council. It became obvious that the diplomatic machines of all leading countries took the agreements as the basis for all further activities.
That is, a strategic decision about peace was made. The reasons for the parties were different, but the fact remained a fact. This solution, naturally, could not be implemented at once. The Debaltsevo operation was just ending, and the Minsk documents did not particularly influence the real desire of the most militant representatives of the parties to fight. Their goals were completely different. But we were running out of resources for an offensive, and Ukraine was simply not capable of attacking for military-political reasons.
It became clear that the Kiev government had decided for itself: Ukraine does not need Donetsk and Lugansk under these circumstances. Because the capture of the republics under new conditions created more problems for Kyiv than it solved. Violation of the Minsk agreements would turn Ukraine into a rogue country, which Western countries were not interested in. The burden of rebuilding the cities of Donbass, too heavy for the Ukrainian economy, was also frightening.
As a result, Kyiv would receive in its rear, and not behind the demarcation line, several million residents of Donbass, who remember who bombed and destroyed them. And also a lot of under fire, desperate, tired of the Kyiv authorities and asking very uncomfortable questions, nationalists and pro-Ukrainian activists who would no longer have anything to keep them at the eastern borders. The euphoria would quickly pass, and the problems would become critically aggravated. The new Maidan was turning into a question very soon.
Of course, a full-fledged peace was impossible, and from the point of view of Kyiv and its allies, it was also impractical. And it is impossible to keep a hundred thousand people at the front in constant tension without letting off steam. Therefore, provocations and local clashes with regular shelling and escalations, which should create a feeling that “it’s about to start,” were inevitable. Not peace, but no longer war with the aim of provoking us to attack first on the verge of a “foul”. Moreover, there was still room for military clashes without a direct violation of the Minsk agreements. The territories conquered by the DPR during the Debaltsevo offensive were not formally included in the agreed demarcation zone. That is, according to the enemy’s logic, theoretically, attempts by Ukrainian forces to capture them were not a violation. Plus, there were a number of settlements and territories in the so-called “gray” or neutral zone, which were also an area of confrontation.
According to my forecasts, this situation could last for several current years, while the parties and real actors, thinning the ghostly fabric of “Minsk,” exchange curtsies, pushes and blows at the pace of a leisurely waltz, looking for each other’s weak points and “cutting through windows of opportunity.”
For Russia, it will be vitally important to continue the battle for all of Ukraine. It is obvious that, according to the logic of Russian administrative centers, the legal rejection of the people's republics and consolidation of this in the form of recognition at the state level will become conditionally possible only after unambiguous conclusions about the long-term loss of Ukraine. Before this, Donbass will actually be transferred to Russian rails, which he himself persistently strives for, but with the preservation of the political gap of multiple solutions.
And the less war there becomes, the more, against the backdrop of murky paramilitary instability, all the inevitable distortions in the first stages of building any state will appear, multiplied by the lack of recognition and ambiguity of the further vector of development. With corruption, deep fatigue of the people and devaluation of the original ideological principles.
In this regard, the further development of events was predictable for me. I soberly weighed the situation and decided to resign my position.
I was a wartime minister. Arriving in Donetsk at the beginning of July 2014, when local clashes escalated into a large-scale war, he participated in protecting the local population, building his department, and ensuring the security of the Donetsk People's Republic throughout the war period. And it was logical that I relinquish my position after the actual end of a full-fledged war. The function of the MGB “startup” was carried out successfully by me, in the opinion of all those whose opinion was important to me.
At this time, Alexander Zakharchenko was lying in the hospital with a wound after the Debaltsevo operation. While eating borscht prepared by his wife from a saucepan in the hospital room, I told him about my decision. Oleg Bereza supported me. This came as a surprise to Zakharchenko, and he tried to convince us to refuse. But we explained our arguments and asked not to interfere.
During the fighting in Debaltsevo, Zakharchenko showed himself heroically and was wounded in the heel. My employees were next to him at that moment, and I knew well the circumstances of the incident. He miraculously survived. The wound, despite its apparent innocence, turned out to be very problematic. More than a hundred bone fragments were difficult to heal; the pressure on the leg when walking did not allow the drainage to be fixed in the channel of the bullet hole, which was also influenced by the restless nature of the Head of the DPR, who did not want to observe minimal bed rest. Before we left, we decided to somehow celebrate our friend. Since the previous rank of lieutenant colonel was awarded to him by Bereza as his then deputy, I proposed to assign him the rank of colonel. It was quite honorable and appropriate. As I would later jokingly tell Zakharchenko, “look up to the Russian emperors.” There was no clear mechanism for assigning military ranks in such a situation, the military registration system, standards of the armed forces, etc. were just being developed, and Zakharchenko was the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces of the republic, so I simply came up with and proposed the form of a joint order of the MGB, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of Defense on this matter. That's what they did.
I devoted the next few days to preparing to hand over the position and saying goodbye to the personnel. He organized a small banquet at which he said goodbye to each of the department heads. Those invited gave me a melted ring with the symbols of the MGB, a book about Donetsk with everyone’s autographs, and a letter of gratitude from the entire team with good and warm words. Zakharchenko suggested introducing the position of “Honorary Minister” for me, but this was already turning the administrative situation into a farce, and I insisted not to do this.
On my instructions, the MGB lawyer prepared draft decrees on resignation for my departments and Oleg’s. Zakharchenko reluctantly signed them under our promise that we would look around, rest and think about returning. He will then be convinced for some time that we will come again.
We resigned our positions on March 1, 2015. It was Oleg Bereza’s birthday, which we celebrated together with several heads of the Ministry of State Security and the Ministry of Internal Affairs and with the participation of Alexander Zakharchenko.
- So, listen to my command. – Standing up to make a toast, Zakharchenko looked around at those sitting. – Who is responsible for your special forces?!
- I, Comrade Head! – one of Bereza’s deputies, Igor Melnikov, jumped up.
- So it’s like that! The ministers have resigned, which means they are now ordinary citizens! But they are also my friends! And I don’t want my friends to leave me. All clear?!
– That’s right, Alexander Vladimirovich!
Everyone laughed and gradually dispersed. In the middle of the night, the senior “personal” informed me that some events were being prepared. In the morning, my special forces commander called and also reported that he had heard about certain actions against me, and assured me of his loyalty. I thanked him and ordered him not to do anything.
On March 2, plane tickets from Rostov had already been purchased. I shouldn't have been late. Before leaving, we were finally convinced that Zakharchenko’s instructions were taken seriously. Exits from the city are blocked.
Well, at least some kind of entertainment, so that it would not be so sad to leave.
We are driving along detour paths. A CD of patriotic songs is playing on the car radio.
Goodbye mountains, you know better
Who were we in the distant land,
Let him not judge one-sidedly
We are an armchair literate.
Hmmm... Maxim always tried to guess the mood and put on the appropriate music. But here he clearly overdid it. I’m looking at the Donbass landscape running through the window and trying to figure out how to change the words so that the song becomes even more thematic... Well, let’s change, perhaps, the mountains to waste heaps. Or are mounds better? Goodbye, mound, you know better... On the other hand, a waste heap is an artificial mountain, like...
Meanwhile, the Blue Berets continue to passionately sing their now timeless hit:
We are not destined to return here again,
How many of us died on this long march,
And things are not completely finished, but
We are leaving, leaving, leaving, leaving...
Yes... I ask Maxim to put something else. Oleg at this time scolds his former subordinates who did not take control of all the roads. In vain he scolds!
Ambush, police special forces surround our cars. There are too many of them. The fighters, apparently, were not informed that the event was a training event and were serious about it. Oleg comes out, the farm is his. Melnikov must be somewhere. Ah, here he is.
Birch demands to be let in, but the now former deputy, averting his eyes and hiding his smile, refuses, citing the Head’s command. Melnikov has problems in his service and in relationships in the team, and violating the commander’s order, even if it’s a joke, is dangerous for him.
Oleg calls Zakharchenko, talks about the plane, hands the phone to Melnikov. He receives the order, sighs and gives the command to the special forces. We hugged and moved on. Thanks to this incident, the Ukrainian leadership will declare that the Minister of Internal Affairs of the DPR was arrested while attempting to export several million dollars and gold. I will make fun of him for a long time later. Exactly until the moment when similar heresy is written about me. After this, offers to share the loot will become mutual.
Donbass gave me a lot. I had the honor of coming into contact with a living thread of history. I saw people and events that are the bare nerve of real Russia. Events in which a person truly revealed himself, being able to show only his best or worst qualities, without any middle ground. Where some stereotypes collapsed, while others took the form of dogmas and axioms. Speaking of which, already now many are stretching the fabric of speculation and lies, decorated with other people’s complexes, ambitions, self-justifications and weaknesses, onto the frame of truth.
I saw the highest forms of human sacrifice, raising seemingly ordinary people above the imaginary moderators of the world, and the lowest forms of human fall, often walking side by side. Where strength and weakness of spirit raised the last above the first and lowered the first below the last. With small muddy puddles where bottomless lakes seemed to be, and unexpected depths. I saw heroes who were called traitors and traitors who were called heroes.
The experience of these events is priceless.
I was very lucky.
A new stage in the life of Donbass is coming, where we went with the determination to die for our ideals, and we are leaving with a sense of duty, not fully fulfilled, but fulfilled to the maximum. What's next for you, Donbass?
Moscow, June 2016
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Appendix No. 1
Donetsk People's Republic
Council of Ministers
Resolution
No. 17-5 dated July 17, 2014
About creation
Ministry of State Security
Donetsk People's Republic
In accordance with Article 80, paragraph 16 of the Interim Constitution of the Donetsk People's Republic
The Council of Ministers decides:
1. Create the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic.
2. The Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic, within a month from the date of entry into force of this resolution, in the prescribed manner, prepare and submit to the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People's Republic a draft resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People's Republic, providing for the approval of the Regulations on the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic, the establishment the maximum number of military personnel, state civil servants and other employees of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic.
3. The Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic, within three months from the date of entry into force of this resolution, in the prescribed manner, prepare and submit to the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People's Republic for submission to the Supreme Council of the Donetsk People's Republic a draft law of the Donetsk People's Republic "On state security bodies of the Donetsk People's Republic Republic".
4. The leadership of the Ministry of Defense of the Donetsk People's Republic, the Special Committee, the Vostok Battalion, and other special and military formations of the Donetsk People's Republic, within a week from the date of entry into force of this resolution, submit to the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic their proposals for the use of available resources and capabilities conducting intelligence, counterintelligence activities, combating terrorism and extremism, protecting and protecting the state border, ensuring the security of senior officials and facilities, protecting the state system and state secrets, combating corruption, organized crime and other criminal manifestations that threaten the statehood of the Donetsk People's Republic. Determine that further activities of these units in these areas outside the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic are illegal.
5. Determine that the main and coordinating body for the implementation of the state functions specified in paragraph 4 of this resolution is the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic, which regulates the order, spheres, competencies, forms and methods of their implementation, with the exception of the activities of military intelligence structures of the Ministry of Defense of Donetsk People's Republic. The specified activity in other formations without coordination with the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic and its sanction is prohibited.
6. From the moment this resolution comes into force, the activities of the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, the State Border Service, and other special services of Ukraine are prohibited on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic. Prohibit the provision of assistance to these structures by persons located and living on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic. If such assistance is provided, give it a legal assessment in the form of a crime against the interests of the Donetsk People's Republic.
7. Determine that all property, real estate, territory, archives and other resources of the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, the State Border Service located on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic are transferred to the jurisdiction of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic.
9. The Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic shall conduct an inventory and compile registers of property previously owned by the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, and the State Border Service on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic.
10. All military, security, special and other formations of the Donetsk People's Republic, currently temporarily occupying buildings and structures that previously belonged to the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, the State Border Service on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic, to undertake all efforts to release them and transfer them to the owner, represented by the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic, to relocate and vacate the specified premises. Also transfer to the owner vehicles and other property that previously belonged to the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, and the State Border Service on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic. If this is not possible, agree with the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic on the procedure for the temporary location and use of these buildings, structures and property.
11. The leaders of military and special forces of the Donetsk People's Republic, within a week, agree to stay in the specified premises for a transition period, which is possible only with the agreement of the owner in the person of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic when drawing up the relevant documents on temporary use. In this case, authorities, military and special forces are obliged to take comprehensive measures to preserve the integrity and safety of temporarily occupied buildings, structures, as well as all available property, documentation, communications, and other resources. Personal responsibility for the implementation of this provision lies with the heads of the relevant military, special and other formations temporarily occupying the territories, premises and other resources of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic, previously belonging to the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, the State Border Service on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic.
12. Exclude any actions to attract resources previously owned by the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, the State Border Service on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic, without permission and coordination with the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic.
13. Heads of military, special and other formations of the Donetsk People's Republic, who attracted to their activities premises, vehicles, resources that previously belonged to the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, the State Border Service on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic, after approval with the owner of use, to ensure unimpeded access for employees of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic to documents, archives, premises, communications and other resources under their control and actual jurisdiction at the moment.
14. Employees of the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, the State Border Service located on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic, within five days from the date of entry into force of this resolution, arrive at the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic for registration, passage recertification and resolving the issue of further service. Failure to comply with this requirement is regarded as deliberate opposition to the activities of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic. In case of failure to appear, these persons are subject to deportation from the Donetsk People's Republic. This provision does not apply to relatives and family members.
15. The Minister of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic should develop measures to create conditions for the adaptation of recertified employees who previously served in the Security Service of Ukraine, the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State Security Administration of Ukraine, and the State Border Service located on the territory of the Donetsk People's Republic.
16. The Minister of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic to act as an applicant for the state registration of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic as a legal entity in the executive authority carrying out state registration of legal entities and individual entrepreneurs, and also to take further actions to open current accounts of the Ministry of State Security of Donetsk People's Republic.
17. The Ministry of Finance of the Donetsk People's Republic, within a month, develop and submit for approval a normative act defining the procedure and mechanism for financing the activities of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic.
18. Control over the activities of the Ministry of State Security of the Donetsk People's Republic shall be assigned to the First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People's Republic, responsible for working with law enforcement agencies.
19. The resolution comes into force from the moment of publication.
Chairman of the Council of Ministers
Donetsk People's Republic
A. Yu. Borodai
Minister of the Council of Ministers
B. A. Litvinov
 
Appendix No. 2
Regarding populated areas,
controlled by the Donetsk People's Republic
as of 12/04/201473.
As of December 4, 2014, 6 out of 18 districts of the Donetsk region, 12 out of 28 cities of regional subordination, 9 out of 24 cities and 52 out of 131 urban-type settlements are under the control of the Donetsk People's Republic in whole or in part.
In the cities and regions of the Donetsk People's Republic, the process of forming local authorities and administration, law enforcement and regulatory authorities, with the exception of judicial authorities, is currently underway, including:
Districts:
1. Amvrosievsky - completely under the control of the DPR:
– regional center – the city of Amvrosievka;
– urban-type settlements (3):
– Kuteynikovo;
– Novoamvrosievskoe;
- Voikovsky.
2. Novoazovsky - partially under the control of the DPR:
– regional center – the city of Novoazovsk;
– urban-type settlement – Sedovo.
3. Starobeshevsky - completely under the control of the DPR:
– district center – urban-type settlement Starobeshevo;
– city – Komsolskoye;
– urban-type settlement – Novy Svet.
4. Telmanovsky - partially under the control of the DPR:
– district center – urban-type settlement Telmanovo;
5. Shakhtarsky – completely under the control of the DPR:
– district center – city of regional subordination Shakhtersk.
6. Yasinovatsky - partially under the control of the DPR:
– district center – city of regional subordination Yasinovataya.
Areas in which the DPR controls certain territories:
1. Artemovsky.
2. Volnovakhsky:
– urban-type settlements (2):
– Elenovka;
- Novotroitskoe.
3. Maryinsky:
– regional center – the city of Marinka (partially);
– urban-type settlements (2):
– Alexandrovka;
- Staromikhailovka.
Cities of regional subordination:
1. Donetsk:
– city districts (9):
– Budenovsky;
– Voroshilovsky;
– Kalininsky;
– Kyiv;
– Kirovsky;
– Kuibyshevsky;
– Leninsky;
– Petrovsky;
– Proletarsky;
– city – Mospino;
– village – Gorbachevo-Mikhailovka.
2. Dokuchaevsk.
3. Gorlovka:
– city districts (3):
– Kalininsky;
– Nikitovsky;
– Central City;
– village – Rumyantsevo.
4. Yenakievo:
– city – Yuzhnokommunarsk;
– villages (3):
– Friendly;
– Korsun;
- Karlo-Marxovo.
5. Zhdanovka;
– village – Olkhovka.
6. Kirovskoe.
7. Makeevka:
– city districts (5):
– Central City;
– Gornyatsky;
– Kirovsky;
– Soviet;
– Chervonogvardeisky;
– villages (17):
– Gruzsko-Zoryanskoe;
– Gruzsko-Lomovka;
– High;
– Mezhevoye;
- Lighthouse;
– Proletarskoe;
– Coal miner;
– Guselskoe;
– Kolosnikovo;
– Sverdlovo;
– Yasinovka;
– Dugouts;
– Krinichnaya;
– Nizhnyaya Krynka;
– Bolshoye Orekhovo;
- Red October;
- Lesnoye.
8. Snowy:
– urban-type settlements (4):
– Brazhino;
– Limanchuk;
– Nikiforovo;
- Victory.
9. Torez:
– urban-type settlements (2):
– Pelageevka;
- Loose.
10. Khartsyzsk:
– cities (2):
– Zugres;
– Ilovaisk;
– villages (8):
– Nikolaevka;
– Zuevka;
– Troitsko-Khartsyzsk;
– Voykovo;
– Pokrovka;
– Mine;
– Wide;
- Mountain.
11. Shakhtersk (district center):
– urban-type settlements (4):
– Contarnoe;
– Moscow;
– Angry;
– Stozhkovskoe.
12. Yasinovataya (district center).
Government and management structures have been created and are functioning in all settlements.
The main sectors of the economy are: coal, metallurgical, coke, chemical industry, heavy engineering, production of building materials, electric power, transport.
The industrial sector in the controlled territory is represented by the following objects:
Ferrous metallurgy (4 metallurgical plants)
Makeevka Metallurgical Plant named after S. M. Kirov (Makeevka)
Makeevka Pipe Foundry named after Kuibyshev (Makeevka)
Yenakievo Metallurgical Plant (Yenakievo)
Khartsyzsk Pipe Plant (Khartsyzsk)
Coke and chemical industry (5 coke plants, 1 chemical plant)
Avdeevka Coke and Chemical Plant (Avdeevka)
Yasinovsky Coke Plant (Yasinovataya)
Makeevka Coke Plant (Makeevka)
Enakievo Coke Chemical Industry (Enakievo)
Gorlovka Coke Plant (Gorlovka)
Concern "Stirol" (Gorlovka)
Coal industry
Most of the enterprises of the Donetsk coal basin are located on the territory of the region; coking coal grades (Zh, K, OS) and energy grades (T, A) are mined. Coal products are mined at the following associations and independent mines:
Mine associations (7)
Artemugol (Gorlovka)
Makeevugol (Makeevka)
Oktyabrugol (Kirovskoye)
Ordzhonikidzeugol (Yenakievo)
Snezhnoeanthracite (Snezhnoye)
Thorezanthracite (Torez)
Shakhterskantracite (Shakhtersk)
Independent mines and mine management (6 mines)
Mine No. 17-17bis
Mine "Komsomolets Donbassa" DTEK (Kirovskoye)
Mine "Rassypnyanskaya" (Torez)
Mine named after Gaevoy (Gorlovka)
Mine named after Pochenkov (Makeevka)
Mine management "Kirovskoye" (Kirovskoye)
Coal preparation plants (16):
Central processing plant "Anthracite" (Makeevka)
Komsomolskaya Central Optical Facility (Dimitrov)
Gorlovskaya central processing plant (Gorlovka)
Donetsk central processing facility (Torez)
Kalininskaya central processing plant (Gorlovka)
Kiselevskaya Central Processing Plant (Torez)
Kolosnikovskaya central processing plant (Makeevka)
GOF "Red Star" (Torez)
Postnikovskaya central processing plant (Shakhtersk)
Proletarskaya Central Training Center (Makeevka)
Serditenskaya central processing plant (Shakhtersk)
Snezhnyanskaya central processing plant (Snezhnoye)
Torezskaya central processing plant (Kirovskoye)
Uglegorsk Central Processing Plant (Yenakievo)
Uzlovskaya central processing plant (Gorlovka)
Shakhterskaya central processing plant (Shakhtersk)
Energy generating facilities (2 power plants)
Starobeshevskaya TPP (Novyi Svet urban settlement)
Zuevskaya TPP (Zugres)
Mechanical engineering
Zuevsky Energy-Mechanical Plant (Zugres)
Torez Electrotechnical Plant (Torez)
Snezhnyansky Machine-Building Plant (Motorsich branch, Snezhnoye)
Makeevka Mine Automation Plant (Makeevka)
Yasinovatsky Machine-Building Plant (Yasinovataya)
Railway transport
It is represented by a developed network of railways and enterprises of the State Enterprise "Donetsk Railway", as well as access railways of the loading and transport departments of a number of coal mining enterprises.
In addition, a significant number of smaller industrial enterprises in various sectors operate on the territory of the DPR. Other minerals are being mined: marl, construction and quartz sand, fluorites, phosphorites, ceramic clays.
 
Notes
1 Vladimir Yuryevich Antyufeev – b. February 15, 1951, 1992–2012 – Minister of State Security of the Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic; July 10, 2014 – September 6, 2014 – First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People’s Republic.
2 Ravil Zakarievich Khalikov – b. 1969, June 7 – September 25, 2014 – Prosecutor General of the Donetsk People’s Republic.
3 Alexander Vladimirovich Zakharchenko – b. June 26, 1972 Founder of the organization “Oplot of Donbass”, military commandant of Donetsk. Until August 7, 2014 – Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the Donetsk People's Republic. From August 7, 2014 – Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of the DPR, from November 4, 2014 – Head of the DPR. Awarded the Gold Star "Hero of the Donetsk People's Republic".
4 Alexander Sergeevich Khodakovsky – b. 1972 Until March 2014 – commander of the regional Donetsk unit of the SBU “Alpha”. Head of the public organization "Patriotic Forces of Donbass", commander of the "Vostok" battalion (brigade) of the DPR armed forces, November 2014 - February 2016 - Secretary of the DPR Security Council.
5 Alexander Yurievich Boroday – b. July 25, 1972, May 16 - August 7, 2014 - Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People's Republic, August 7 - October 20, 2014 - First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People's Republic, Russian public figure, publicist, political strategist.
6 “Tochka-U” is a high-precision tactical missile system. The maximum firing range is 70 (120) km, the launch mass of the missile is 2010 kg, the striking part is 482 kg.
7 Igor Vsevolodovich Girkin (pseudonym “Igor Ivanovich Strelkov”) – b. 1970 Second Minister of Defense of the DPR (May 16 – August 8, 2014). On April 13, 2014, he arrived in the city of Slavyansk, Donetsk region, where he declared himself commander of the local militia. Citizen of Russia, military pensioner, previously served in the Federal Security Service of Russia. Popular Internet blogger. He is interested in staged reconstructions of historical events. Currently engaged in domestic Russian opposition political activities.
8 See Appendix No. 1.
9 Oleg Vladimirovich Bereza – b. 1977 First Minister of Internal Affairs of the Donetsk People's Republic - 07/17/2014 - 03/01/2015. Military pensioner of the Russian Federation. Awarded the Gold Star of the “Hero of the Donetsk People’s Republic”.
10 Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the DPR No. 17-5 dated July 17, 2014. “On the creation of the Ministry of State Security” (see appendix).
11 On the night of May 25-26, 2014, armed supporters of the DPR attempted to seize Donetsk airport. The purpose of the operation was to establish control over the control tower and the runway in order to stop the airlift of troops and military supplies. The operation, which was planned and led by the commander of the Vostok battalion, Alexander Khodakovsky, involved a combined detachment of Russian and Ukrainian volunteers transferred to his subordination, who arrived in Donetsk from the Rostov region on May 25. During the unsuccessful assault and further uncoordinated actions during the retreat, a large number of militiamen were killed and wounded.
12 Igor Nikolaevich Bezler, call sign “Bes”, (born December 30, 1965, Simferopol) – one of the leaders of the militia, from spring to November 2014 – commander of the “Donbass People’s Militia” in Gorlovka. He arrived in Slavyansk as part of the “Strelkov detachment” as one of its commanders. After the conflict with Strelkov, he moved to Gorlovka, where he previously lived, organized the taking of the city under the control of the militia and led it. Subsequently, Gorlovka and its suburbs were besieged by Ukrainian troops.
13 ZU-23-2 - Soviet 23-mm twin anti-aircraft gun consisting of two anti-aircraft guns, a machine tool, and a sight.
14 Armed forces of Ukraine.
15 Press conference of V.V. Putin on March 4, 2014
16 “Ukrainian cyborgs” - this is how Ukrainian propaganda called its soldiers participating in the battles for Donetsk airport. In turn, the Donetsk residents noticed that the anaonym of the word “cyborg” is the word “coffin”, which more accurately reflects the essence of the process.
17 Sergey Nikolaevich Dubinsky (call signs “Petrovsky”, “Khmury”, “Bad Soldier”, “Bison” (“Bison”)) – born in 1962, graduated from Far Eastern Higher Educational Institution, military pensioner, colonel of the Russian Federation reserve. Previously, he served in the armed forces of the USSR (deputy commander of the reconnaissance company 181 MRR, 108 MSD), the Russian Federation, where, as deputy commandant of one of the military commandant's offices in the Chechen Republic, he met Igor Girkin (Strelkov). In the DPR, I. Strelkov was appointed his deputy for intelligence, Major General of the DPR Armed Forces, creator of the DPR GRU.
18 Private military companies.
19 Personal security.
20 “Mountain windproof suit” is a well-known and extremely common Russian camouflage.
21 Arsen Sergeevich Pavlov (also known as Motorola; b. February 2, 1983, Ukhta) – commander of the special unit “Sparta” of the Donetsk People’s Republic, awarded the Gold Star “Hero of the Donetsk People’s Republic”.
22 The presence of a large number of conflicting norms, and the uncertainty in connection with this possible choice of course of action can lead to a phenomenon called anomie by E. Durkheim (a state of absence of norms).
Anomie is a social condition that is characterized by the decomposition of the value system, caused by the crisis of the entire society, its social institutions, the contradiction between the declared goals and the impossibility of their implementation for the majority.
23 The 24th separate assault battalion “Aidar” is a unit of the Ukrainian Ground Forces, previously a volunteer unit of the Lugansk region, which became widely known in connection with war crimes committed in the Lugansk region as part of the ATO units.
24 Alexey Aleksandrovich Dikiy - since October 2013, deputy head of the GUMVD - head of the criminal police of the Donetsk region, police colonel. Then, under Minister Oleg Vladimirovich Bereza, the first deputy minister of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the DPR. Currently, he is the Minister of Internal Affairs of the DPR, Major General of Police. By Decree of the Head of the DPR No. 65 dated February 21, 2015, he was awarded the title “Hero of the Donetsk People’s Republic” for participation in the battles near Debaltsevo.
25 Yasinovataya is a city in the Donetsk People’s Republic. Part of the Donetsk agglomeration. It houses a large railway junction.
26 9-mm Stechkin automatic pistol (APS) is an automatic pistol developed in the late 1940s - early 1950s by designer I. Ya. Stechkin. Magazine capacity 20 rounds. A wooden butt holster is included.
27 Mariupol is a city in the Donetsk region in the south-east of Ukraine, on the shore of the Sea of Azov at the mouth of the Kalmius and Kalchik rivers. The population of the city as of January 1, 2015 is 476,827 people. It is of strategic importance for Ukraine. The city has an international seaport and a number of large industrial enterprises. Geographically connects the Donetsk People's Republic with Crimea.
28 Special purpose unit “Azov” (Ukrainian: Підрузіл ззіліні позняння “Azov”) is a linear special purpose unit within military unit No. 3057 of the Eastern Operational-Territorial Association of the National Guard of Ukraine. Formed from nationalist volunteers in May 2014 in Mariupol as a battalion of the Special Purpose Police Patrol Service of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. In September 2014, the unit was deployed to a regiment, and in November 2014, it was transferred to the National Guard of Ukraine. The unit has national fascist symbols and corresponding ideology.
29 Igor Evgenievich Khakimzyanov – b. July 25, 1980 - first Minister of Defense of the Donetsk People's Republic from April 10 to May 7, 2014. May 7, 2014 arrested by the Ukrainian authorities in Mariupol, September 15, 2014 - released by exchange.
30 Eduard Basurin – deputy commander of the DPR people’s militia corps, before his appointment – deputy commander of the “Kalmius” battalion. He is the de facto official media representative of the DPR armed forces.
31 Vladimir Petrovich Kononov – b. 1974, third Minister of Defense of the DPR (August 15, 2014 – to date), Lieutenant General of the DPR Armed Forces. Awarded the Gold Star "Hero of the Donetsk People's Republic".
32 A small town, part of the DPR, on the border with the LPR and Russia.
33 http://www.russiapost.su/archives/37405
34 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibGQ9SHFCdo
35 Eugene Onegin" (1823–1831) by A. S. Pushkin (1799–1837), ch. 2, stanza 14.
36 http://www.koob.ru/ponomarenko. Victor Viktorovich Ponomarenko is a Russian scientist who has been engaged in research in the field of practical characterology for more than 20 years. A psychiatrist, in the recent past a “closed” specialist of one of the law enforcement agencies of the Russian Federation. Participant in special operations in “hot” spots, reserve colonel, expert psychologist of the General Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation and the Moscow Criminal Investigation Department in the investigation of crimes that had a great public resonance (illegal actions against D. Kholodov, V. Listyev, serial crimes in the Losiny Ostrov forest park, terrorist attacks in the Moscow metro, terrorist attack on Dubrovka, etc.). Lecturer at the Institute of Business and Business Administration of the Academy of National Economy under the Government of the Russian Federation, Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Russian Federation. Author of the book “Practical characterology with elements of forecasting and behavior management of the “7 Radicals”.
37 I. Girkin. "Haldiborn Castle Detective"
38 Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders: DSM-IV. – 4th edition, https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%94%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B0 %D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B5_%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BE%D0 %B9%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE_%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8 #cite_note-DSM-5-2
39 Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine.
40 Sergey Anatolyevich Zdrilyuk (call sign “Abwehr”, June 23, 1972, Vinnitsa region, Ukrainian SSR) is an active military figure in the Donetsk People’s Republic. Arrived in Slavyansk as part of the “Strelkov group”. After graduating from military school, he served in the counterintelligence of the SBU and the tax police. He gained fame in the spring of 2014 during protests in the southeast of Ukraine as the head of counterintelligence of the Donetsk People's Republic. Since May 12, 2014 - Deputy Commander of the Armed Forces of the Donetsk People's Republic.
41 Andrey Evgenievich Purgin (born January 26, 1972, Donetsk) – Donetsk social and political figure, Chairman of the People’s Council of the DPR from November 14, 2014 to September 4, 2015, before that First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Republic from May 16 2014 Founder of the Donetsk Republic movement.
42 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGhQCEeR2r4
43 Leonid Eduardovich Slutsky (born January 4, 1968) is a Russian politician. Deputy of the State Duma of the third (1999–2003), fourth (2003–2007), fifth (2007–2011) and sixth convocations (since 2011), member of the LDPR faction.
44 Kopanka is an enterprise for illegal mining of coal by quarry or underground methods. They are common in areas where industrial coal mining has ceased, but coal reserves remain in relative proximity to the surface (outcrops of closed or mothballed mines).
45 Rinat Leonidovich Akhmetov – b. 1966 in Donetsk. He is considered the richest man in Ukraine. For a long time he bore the unofficial title of “master of Donbass.” President of the Shakhtar football club, founder of the System Capital Management company, deputy of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine from the Party of Regions, founder of the Effective Governance Foundation and the Development of Ukraine charitable foundation. Before the events of 2014, the main fiefdom was considered the Donetsk region with the residence in Donetsk. Owner of most of the most profitable enterprises in the region.
46 http://fakty.ua/198962-rada-utochnila-zakon-o-dekommunizacii
47 More on this in the third part.
48 Red herring (literally “red herring”) in the jargon of American intelligence services is a disinformation operation, a diversionary maneuver that, due to its brightness and publicity, distracts from other processes. Another function of the operation may be to discredit the idea under which it is publicly stated.
49 http://crime.in.ua/statti/20140725/nasledstvennost
50 Alexander Glebovich Nevzorov - Soviet and Russian journalist, reporter, TV presenter, publicist. Director, screenwriter and producer of documentaries. Politician, deputy of the State Duma of four convocations (1993–2007). Advisor to the General Director of Channel One (since May 2016).
51 Konstantin Valerievich Malofeev – b. 1974 – Russian entrepreneur who received the unofficial title of “Orthodox oligarch.” Head of the investment company Marshall Capital, chairman of the board of directors of the Tsargrad group and owner of the TV channel of the same name. founder of the St. Basil the Great Foundation, member of the Patriarchal Commission for Family Issues and Protection of Motherhood, member of the board of trustees of the non-profit partnership “Safe Internet League”.
52 “Rodnyansky hired the “ex-head of the DPR” Borodai to fight Kolomoisky” // http://obozrevatel.com/politics/74230-rodnyanskij-nanimal-eks-premera-dnr-borodaya-dlya-borbyi-s-kolomojskim. htm
53 Militia (from Latin Militia - army) - in Russia during the Russian-Prussian War of 1806–1807. - militia, disbanded after the Peace of Tilsit. At the end of the 19th – beginning of the 20th centuries. in Kuban and Dagestan - irregular troops.
54 Saur-Mogila is a mound in the Shakhtarsky district of the Donetsk region, one of the heights of the Donetsk Ridge (277.9 m). At the top of the mound there was a Cossack guard post and fortifications of the Mius Front. After the Great Patriotic War, a memorial complex was created at Saur-Mogila. The mound is part of the Donetsk Ridge regional landscape park.
During the fighting in August 2014, the memorial complex was destroyed by constant shelling. It became the site of fierce battles between Donbass militias and the Ukrainian Armed Forces.
55 Evgeniy Eduardovich Mikhailov (b. 1963) – Governor of the Pskov Region of the Russian Federation from 1996 to 2004. On July 29, 2014, he was appointed to the position of Minister of the Council of Ministers - Manager of the Affairs of the Council of Ministers of the Donetsk People's Republic. He worked in this post until November 2014.
56 Young fighter course. The initial period of military service for cadets of military universities.
57 Words from the song “Officers” by O. Gazmanov.
58 Certain areas of Donetsk and Lugansk regions. Term from the Minsk agreements.
59 March 18, 2014 on the territory of the photogrammetric center of the Directorate of the Central Military Topographic Navigation Main Directorate of Operational Support of the Armed Forces of Ukraine (military unit A-3674, Republic of Crimea, Simferopol, Pobedy Avenue 213) during the taking of the unit under control by the self-defense forces of the Ministry Defense of Crimea, two people were killed and two people were wounded - 1 killed and 1 wounded from the military unit and 1 killed and 1 wounded from the self-defense forces.
60 Ukr. Translation: “Dear colleagues! Thanks for the sympathy! We understand how difficult it is for you there when all the rules of the secret service are ignored, people “from the street” are appointed to positions, and everything that has been developed over many years of service goes awry. We sincerely sympathize with you. The people are the same everywhere, whether in Transcarpathia or Crimea, and we swore an oath to defend them, no matter the cost. But the people of Crimea want one thing - peace, tranquility, harmony and respect for their legitimate rights to language, culture and security. We remain true to our oath. Crimea is our home. People are not shot here, people are not tortured, they are not shamed for their own views, and no one considers representatives of law enforcement agencies to be traitors. For the first time in many years, they are warmly supported by the people. Unfortunately, there is nothing similar in other regions of Ukraine. Dear colleagues, we wish you endurance and courage, because for many honest SBU officers, difficult trials for honor and dignity are still ahead.”
61 Operations and technical department.
62 Garrote (Spanish garrote, dar garrote – twisting, tightening; execute) – a tool for strangling a person. There are two main uses: an instrument of execution and torture and a type of bladed weapon. It is usually made from a strong cord 30–60 cm long with handles attached to its ends.
63 http://uapress.info/ru/news/show/77432
64 Vladislav Yurievich Surkov – assistant to the President of the Russian Federation.
65 “If we don’t hold the city, we will all die, this is completely understandable. I promised, and my people promised, that we will not leave Slavyansk...” – said Strelkov” // , – i-moi-lyudi-obeschali, – what...
66 Chernomorskoye (Ukrainian Chornomorske; until 1945 – Chabanka, until 1988 – Gvardeyskoye) is an urban-type settlement in the Kominternovsky district of the Odessa region of Ukraine.
67 Sabotage and reconnaissance group (according to Soviet terminology, it was customary for DRG to designate the enemy, and RDG - reconnaissance and sabotage group - for one’s own forces).
68 Peski is a village in the Yasinovatsky district of the DPR. Adjacent to Donetsk airport. From this village, Ukrainian artillery regularly fired at civilian targets of the DPR, and primarily the city of Donetsk.
69 Fighting in the Debaltsevo area, “Debaltsevo cauldron”, “Debaltsevo arc” - intense large-scale hostilities in January-February 2015 in the area of the city of Debaltsevo after the actual termination of the truce. The fighting in the Debaltsevo area continued after the conclusion of the Second Minsk Agreement on February 12, as the leaders of the people's republics stated that this territory is an “internal region” of the DPR and therefore the agreement does not apply to it. The fighting ended with the retreat of Ukrainian troops, the cities of Debaltsevo, Uglegorsk and the surrounding area came under the control of the DPR.
70 NSV "Utes" (GRAU Index - 6P11) is a Soviet 12.7-mm heavy machine gun, designed to combat lightly armored targets and fire weapons, to destroy enemy personnel and destroy air targets.
71 Military slang. Cargo “100” – ammunition. “Two hundredth” – dead, “three hundredth” – wounded, “four hundredth” – shell-shocked. Sometimes they single out “five hundredths” - drunkards, deserters, cowards.
72 “Donetsk shelling of the city, Kuibyshevsky district 02/03/2015” // https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jY66qBmqY6c
73 Before the Debaltsevo offensive.
